
 

Historical Development Commission 
of the City of Sault Ste. Marie 

MEETING MINUTES 
December 12, 2017 

 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting of the Historical Development Commission was called to order by 
Chairperson, Mary June at 5:30 pm in the City Hall – 3rd Floor, Mayor’s Conference 
Room. 

 
2. ATTENDANCE 
 

 Present:   Mary June, Deidre Stevens, Larry Cooper, Virginia Cymbalist 
 

Absent:  Thomas Tocco, Marilyn Burton 
 
Also Present: Angie Patterson, Staff  
 
Virginia Cymbalist motioned to excuse the absent members. Deidre Stevens 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the June 13, 2017 Regular Meeting were reviewed. 

 
Action: Larry Cooper motioned to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2017 
regular meeting as presented.  Deidre Stevens seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 

 
4. CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 
ADD to Old Business: 

• Johnston House dormers update  
• Kemp Kiosk update 
• Baraga Windows update 

 
ADD to New Business: 

• CCHS request for Funds for Book Publication 
• James Moody 

 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
 

 

6. OLD BUSINESS:  
The status of prior items of action or discussion were reviewed: 
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• Johnston House Dormers:   The recommendation for funding from February 
has been approved by the City Commission.  The status of the project is 
unknown; it is also unknown of the remainder of the fund for the budget are in 
place since the HDC only recommended funding 50% of the project.  Virginia 
Cymbalist reported that she believed that the project was supposed to be 
going out for bids this month with an eye toward a spring project. 

• Baraga House Windows:  A restoration specialist, Tony Hubbard, has 
consulted regarding the problems at the Baraga House.  He believes that the 
windows can be refurbished instead of being replaced. 

• Kemp Kiosk:  Virginia Cymbalist reported that the kiosk had worked well, and 
that the docents would be trained further on it’s use and how to encourage 
more use by visitors.  
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. 6-Year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Review 
 

The 6-Year CIP was reviewed and recommended for approval.  The following 
items were discussed in greater length and recommendations to the City 
Commission are offered:  
 

• BARAGA HOUSE:  The CIP item is for windows.  Other work needs to be 
done before the windows are addressed.  A restoration expert has 
suggested that the windows can be refurbished instead of replaced and 
from a historical perspective, that is preferred.  However, because the 
original problems have never been resolved, there may be problems with 
the siding on the east side of the structure.  That needs to be repaired 
before the windows are addressed, and it’s very likely that if the windows 
are repaired/replaced before the issue with the siding is resolved, the 
current problems will remain.   It is recommended that further 
investigation take place before plans to address the windows are made. 

• COURT STREET STREETSCAPE: The group supports an expansion of 
downtown with a streetscape on Court Street.  They hope that once the 
planning begins that they could be consulted as to a historical look to the 
streetscape. 

• PUMP STATION:  The HDC supports the upkeep of this building. 
• WAYFINDING SIGNS:  These are needed. 
• FORT STREET BRIDGE: There is support for it being used in some 

manner, and the HDC would like to be in on discussions when/if the time 
comes to decide on its resolution. 

• FIRE STATIONS:  The HDC recognizes the Fire Station as an important 
historical structure in town and supports any preservation efforts. 

 
 

b. CCHS Request for Funding 
 

The Chippewa County Historical Society has submitted a request for $2,000 to 
help fund the reprint of the book River of Destiny by Joseph & Estelle Bayliss. 
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The Wayne State University Press wants $4,000.00 for the rights to reprint the 
book.  Of that amount amount, CCHS is contributing $1,000 and Friends of 
Bayliss Library have offered $1,000.  
 
Discussion lead to questions that were not able to be answered regarding the 
project. Specifically, since the $4,000 is only for the right to reprint the book, how 
long is that permission good for? If it is time limited, then where will the funds 
come from to actually print the book and might it not be wise to wait to pay for the 
rights until funds have been secured to do the printing?    
 

Virginia Cymbalist motioned to support the project in principle and 
to table the item until answers can be received.  Deidre Stevens 
seconded the motion.  Motion Carried   

 
Bernie Arbic, who has spearheaded the project, will be invited to a future meeting 
to discuss the project in greater depth. 
 

c. Professor James Moody 
 

Historical Development Commission member, James Moody has passed away.  
He had been involved in a wide range of community organizations during his life 
including having been a City Commissioner at one time.  The HDC hopes that 
the City Administration would do something in his honor.  Angie Patterson 
reported that she had sent an email to the City Manager and the Assistant City 
Manager/City Clerk regarding his passing and in it mentioned that he had been a 
Commissioner.  
 
This is also the first step toward advertising that the HDC now has an open seat 
to fill.  HDC members will consider if they know anyone that would like to serve 
on the HDC and inform them of the opening. 

 
8. OTHER MATTERS : None 

 
9. INFORMATION & REPORTS:  None 

 
 

10. NEXT REGULAR MEETING DATE:   
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting date is February 13, 2018. 
 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT     The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm 
 

 
 
______________________________ 
Virginia Cymbalist, Secretary 


