
 
April 6, 2015 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, April 6, 
2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens 
and Twardy 

Absent:  
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R.  

Troyer, and various department heads 
  

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING THE SOO JV FIREHAWKS AS MICHIGAN 

ARMATURE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION JV STATE CHAMPIONS 

 

PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL AND MAY 2015 AS SAULT STE. 

MARIE CLEAN UP DAYS 

 

PRESENTATION OF KEEP MICHIGAN BEAUTIFUL SPECIAL CERTIFICATES 

OF APPRECIATION 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, 
March 16, 2015 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the following 
boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Board of Review Organizational Meeting – March 3, 2015 
b. Board of Review Protest Meeting – March 9 & 10, 2015 
c. Downtown Development Authority – December 10, 2014 and February 11, 

2015 
d. Downtown Development Authority – March 11, 2015 
e. Economic Development Corporation – February 10, 2015 
f. Historical Development Commission – March 24, 2015 
g. Planning Commission – February 26, 2015 
h. SSM Housing Commission – February 19, 2015 
i. Tax Increment Financing Authority – February 10, 2015 
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Communications: 
 
That the City Commission Schedule a Public Hearing on a Resolution to Vacate, 

with utility easements, the full width of the alley adjacent to Lots 518 through 524, 
inclusive, Assessors Subdivision No. 11 for the April 20, 2015, Regular City 
Commission meeting 

 
Special Orders of Business: 
 
That the City Commission Introduce for a First Reading an Ordinance to Repeal 

Article V Motorcycles Section 24-103 of the City Code – “Operation at Night Restricted” 
and Schedule a Second Reading for Monday, April 20, 2015 

 
That the City Commission Introduce for a First Reading an Ordinance 

Amendment to Amend Chapter 22 Permit Required to Interfere with Normal Flow of 
Vehicular or Pedestrian Traffic and Schedule a Second Reading for Monday, April 20, 
2015 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 

 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
NOMINATIONS FOR AND POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT TO FILL THE VACANT 

COMMISSION SEAT: 
 

A work session of the City Commission was held on Thursday, April 2, 2015 
during which City Attorney Cannello outlined the proper procedure for appointing an 
individual to a vacant seat on the Commission. As highlighted by Attorney Cannello at 
the work session, the procedure for appointing an individual to a vacant Commission 
seat is as follows: 
 

The Clerk will poll each individual Commissioner for nominations to fill the vacant 
Commission seat.  Each Commissioner will be allowed to make one nomination.  After 
the nominations have been submitted by each Commissioner, the Clerk will call for an 
individual vote on each nominee. 
 

If no nominee receives four votes, then the process is repeated and during the 
second round it is assumed that nominees who only received one or two votes during 
the first round of voting would not be re-nominated; however, exclusion is not required. 
This process would continue as many times as necessary until a new Commissioner is 
selected by the City Commission or until the Mayor declares an impasse. 
 

If the Mayor declares an impasse, then at the expiration of thirty days from the 
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date of former Commissioner Stefanski’s resignation (which stands at April 15, 2015), 
the City Clerk will be required to place a question on the ballot in accordance with the 
timeline described in the City Charter and Ordinance for the election of an individual to 
fill the remaining term of the vacant Commission seat.    
 

Upon a successful nomination and majority vote, the newly appointed 
Commissioner will be sworn into office by the City Clerk. Once the newly appointed 
Commissioner is sworn into office, Commissioners will then be able to determine 
whether they want or do not want to fill the physical seat at the Commission table 
previously occupied by former Commissioner Stefanski, with those Commissioners with 
the most seniority being offered the first option to fill that chair at the Commission table. 
The order of seniority for Commissioners is as follows: (1) Commissioner Bauer, (2) 
Commissioner Lynn, (3) Commissioner Gerrie, (4) Commissioner Shimmens, and (5) 
Commissioner Twardy.  If a Commissioner moves to occupy a seat, then the newly 
created open seat can be selected by the next senior member of the Commission.  
 

Finally, after a new Commissioner is sworn in, Commissioners will have the 
opportunity to review current Boards and Commission Liaison appointments to make 
adjustments as needed to fill the Liaison seats created by the Commission vacancy. 
Service on the various Boards and Commissions is not necessarily determined by 
seniority, but by individual interest and the areas of expertise maintained by each 
serving Commissioner. 

 
Mayor/City Commission Nominations to Fill Vacant Seat: 
 
Mayor Bosbous nominated – Jay Gage 
Commissioner Bauer nominated – Jay Gage 
Commissioner Gerrie nominated – Jay Gage 
Commissioner Lynn nominated – Jay Gage 
Commissioner Shimmens nominated – Jay Gage 
Commissioner Twardy nominated – Jay Gage  
 
City Clerk Troyer took a voice vote on the unanimous City Commission 

nomination of Mr. Jay Gage. 
 
Motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Boards and Commission Appointments:   
 
Discuss ensued on the filling of current Boards and Commission Liaison 

vacancies.  Commission Liaison appointments were as follows:   
 
Administration of Gift Funds  Mayor Bosbous 
Airport Board     Commissioner Gerrie 
Community Services Board  Commissioner Twardy 
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Dial-A-Ride Advisory Council  Commissioner Gage 
Economic Development Corporation Commissioner Bauer 
Existing Structures Board of Appeals None 
Planning & Development Commission Commissioner Shimmens 
Police/Fire Pension Fund   Commissioner Twardy 
PEHP Board     Commissioner Gerrie 
Seal Estate Board of Trustees  Mayor Bosbous 
International Joint Relations Committee Mayor Bosbous 
Tribal City Liaison Committee  Mayor & Commissioner Lynn 
Chippewa County OES Board  Commissioner Twardy 
Downtown Development Authority Commissioner Bauer 
Recycling Committee   Commissioner Gerrie & Gage 
Chippewa County Liaison Board  Commissioners Shimmens & Twardy 
Historic Development Commission Commissioner Twardy 
Tree Commission    Commissioner Gage 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON A RESOLUTION TO VACATE THE EAST 

APPROXIMATELY 56 FEET OF THE UNIMPROVED ALLEY WITHIN BLOCK 7, 
EMELINE WOODS ADDITION (A) PUBLIC COMMENT (B) ACTION ON THE 
RESOLUTION TO VACATE: 
 

On Monday, March 16, 2015 the City Commission scheduled a Public Hearing 
for the April 6, 2015 Regular City Commission Meeting regarding a Resolution to vacate 
the East approximately 56 feet of the unimproved alley within Block 7, Emeline Woods 
Addition. 
 

The Planning Commission, prior to the City Commission scheduling this public 
hearing, had met on February 26, 2015 to consider a request submitted by Mr. Daniel 
Possamai to vacate, without utility easements, a portion of the unimproved alley located 
within Block 7 of Emeline Woods Addition. The portion of the alley which is the subject 
of Mr. Possamai’s request lies adjacent to the south property lines of Lots 5 and 6 and 
the north property line of Lot 7 in the aforementioned block. The Planning Commission 
voted unanimously to recommend that the City Commission approve Mr. Possamai’s 
request to vacate. 
 

Mr. Possamai purchased Lots 5 and 6 from the City and is requesting the 
vacation so that the bulk of his property would be contiguous. An aerial photograph 
showing the locations of the portion requested to be vacated, as well as the extent of 
the land owned by Mr. Possamai (shaded in blue), has been included in the agenda 
packet for review by Commissioners. 
 

Notices pertaining to this vacation request have been sent to affected property 
owners and various utilities.  Three written comments have been received regarding this 
vacation request.  Cloverland Electric Cooperative, Charter, and AT&T have all 
indicated no objection to the proposed partial vacation, including the elimination of utility 
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easements. 
 
The Mayor allowed for public comments.  There were no comments from the 

public therefore the following action was taken: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

PARTIAL ALLEY VACATION WITHOUT RETENTION OF UTILITY EASEMENTS 
  
PORTION OF ALLEY ADJACENT TO THE SOUTH PROPERTY LINE OF LOTS 

5 AND 6, AND ADJACENT TO THE NORTH PROPERTY LINE OF LOT 7, ALL IN 
BLOCK 7, EMELINE WOODS ADDITION 

 
WHEREAS, this is the time and place of the meeting of the City Commission of 

the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, set for considering and taking action upon the 
partial alley vacation petitioned for by Daniel Possamai; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission at their meeting held February 26, 2015, 

considered the petition in reference to the partial vacation and it is their 
recommendation that the full width of the portion of the subject alley be vacated without 
retention of utility easements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission has heard said petition and recommendation 

in reference to the vacation of said alley portion and it is their opinion that the full width 
of the subject alley portion be vacated without utility easements; and 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following described alley portion be 

vacated  the full width of the alley adjacent to the south property line of Lots 5 and 6 
and north property line of Lot 7, all in Block 7, Emeline Woods Addition (see attached 
Exhibit A) WITHOUT the retention of utility easements; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded 

in the Register of Deeds Office for the County of Chippewa, State of Michigan. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded 

by the City Clerk to the State of Michigan, showing recordation of said resolution along 
with a sketch of the area affected. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, Gage, 

Twardy, and Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

FROM THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION – APPROPRIATION 
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OF OSBORN TRUST FUNDS FOR PULLAR MEMORABILIA: 
 
At the March 24, 2015 meeting of the Historical Development Commission, the 

HDC approved an expenditure of $2,500 in Osborn Trust funds to contract with the 
Chippewa County Historical Society to complete an inventory of the memorabilia 
contained in the display cases at the Pullar Community Building.  The Chippewa County 
Historical Society submitted a description of the project along with a quote to provide 
the services.  Phase II of the project included creating displays; however the Historical 
Development Commission chose not to recommend funding this portion of the project 
at this time and instead encourages the Pullar Committee to seek memorials or other 
contributions to complete the displays. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission appropriate $2,500 of Osborn Trust Funds for Pullar 

Memorabilia. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, Gage, Twardy, 

Mayor Bosbous, and Commissioner Bauer 
  Nays: None 

 
FROM THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION – APPROPRIATION 

OF OSBORN TRUST FUNDS FOR HISTORIC WATER STREET HOMES BANNER: 
 
At the March 24, 2015 meeting of the Historical Development Commission, the 

HDC approved an expenditure of $600 in Osborn Trust funds to the Chippewa County 
Historical Society to have a banner advertising the Historic Water Street Homes 
produced.  The banner would be carried in parades and placed during community 
events to advertise the Historic Water Street Homes in an effort to increase the number 
of visitors to the homes. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission appropriate $600 of Osborn Trust Funds for Historic 

Water Street Homes Banner. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Shimmens, Gage, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, and Gerrie 
  Nays:  None 

 
FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION – RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE 

A REQUEST TO REZONE LOTS 519 THROUGH 524, INCLUSIVE, AND LOTS 528 
THROUGH 531, INCLUSIVE, ASSESSORS SUBDIVIION NO. 11, FROM R-1 (SINGLE 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO RM-1 (MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL): 
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At its regular meeting of March 26, 2015, the Planning Commission considered a 
joint application submitted by John Madl, Eileen Osterhout, and Ross Mayer to rezone 
approximately 2.2 acres of land located within the block bounded by the Power Canal 
on the north, Magazine Street on the west, Sheridan Drive on the south and Fort Street 
on the west. An aerial photograph of the subject property showing the properties 
proposed for rezoning shaded in blue is attached. 

 
Presently, the subject properties are developed with four single family residential 

structures, two of which are owned by Mr. Madl, and one each owned by Ms. Osterhout 
and Mr. Mayer. The applicants intend to clear the properties of the existing dwellings 
and construct senior apartment units. Although the applicants have yet to decide on the 
number of units they intend to construct, the proposed RM-1 zoning would permit 
approximately 53 single bedroom units or 40 two bedroom units, with sufficient parking. 
In reality, this particular site would likely accommodate far fewer units as there is some 
challenging topography on its east side and the alley, if vacated, would not add to the 
buildable area of the properties due to the presence of utilities within it. 

 
When viewed as a whole, the internal configuration of the properties makes 

realizing the full development potential of these properties under their current R-1 
zoning designation extraordinarily impractical under the best of circumstances. This 
seems to be reflected by the fact that most of the land remains undeveloped, despite a 
relatively favorable location. Based upon the minimum district lot size of 5,000 square 
feet, the 2.2 acre parcel could support 19 dwelling units if developed to the 
aforementioned maximum potential permitted in the district. Additional information 
regarding the history of the parcels and their configurations has been included in 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Freeman’s memorandum regarding the same. 

 
Staff has determined that the requested rezoning to RM-1 would comply with the 

Master Plan and that a multifamily use on the property would not be out of character 
with the area, especially given its relatively isolated location. A number of surrounding 
property owners were present at the Planning Commission meeting and no objections 
were expressed at that time. After hearing from City staff and members of the public, 
the Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the City Commission 
that the application to rezone the property be approved as requested. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gage, supported by Commissioner Twardy 

 
That the City Commission approve a first reading of the included ordinance and 

schedule a public hearing regarding and second reading regarding the same for the 
April 20, 2015 Regular City Commission Meeting. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Shimmens, Gage, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie and Lynn 
  Nays: None 
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FROM DAN ARBIC – INTEREST IN PURCHASING APPROXIMATELY 8.35 
ACRES OF CITY-OWNED LAND GENERALLY LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF MERIDIAN AND 8TH: 

 
The Community Development Department has been contacted by Dan Arbic 

relating to his interest in potentially acquiring a portion of a city-owned parcel generally 
located at the southwest corner of W. 8th Avenue and Meridian Street. An outline of Mr. 
Arbic’s specific area of interest, which contains approximately 8.35 acres, is attached to 
this memo. Should Mr. Arbic acquire the property from the City, it would be his intention 
to construct up to 76 market rate apartments on the property. A conceptual site plan is 
additionally attached. 

 
The City’s land sale policy (attached) calls for a public bidding process for the 

sale of surplus land with a minimum bid set at 35% of market value. The City Assessor 
has placed a value of $33,300 on the subject property so the minimum bid would be set 
at $11,655. The policy additionally gives the City Commission the authority to waive the 
bid requirement should it determine that doing so would be in the best interest of the 
City. In discussions with staff, Mr. Arbic has formally requested the waiver of this 
bidding process and has put forth a verbal offering of $40,000 for the property, a figure 
20% over the assessed market value. 

 
Should the City Commission decide to waive the bidding process in favor of 

working with Mr. Arbic, City staff would begin the process of dividing the property out 
from its parent parcel as well as taking it through the rezoning which would be 
necessary to provide for multifamily development on the property as it presently has a 
single family zoning designation. Staff would also ensure that the transaction contains 
adequate protections for the City so that if Mr. Arbic’s development fails to materialize 
within a specified timeline, the property would be returned to the City. 

 
It should be noted that the subject property lies adjacent to Sanderson Field as 

well as within the airport TIFA. As such, the airport and TIFA boards should be offered 
an opportunity to comment on the proposal after the Commission action. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Bauer  
 
That the City Commission consider Mr. Arbic's offer of $40,000 for the property 

and his request to waive the public bidding process. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gage, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn and Shimmens  
   Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
FORMATION OF A COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE PERFORMANCE OF THE 
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CITY MANAGER: 
 

As Commissioners are aware, City Manager Tuner’s first full year of employment 
with the City of Sault Ste. Marie will be completed on June 11, 2015.  

 
Importantly, his employment agreement states the following regarding an annual 

city manager performance evaluation: 
 
“4. Performance Evaluation 
The MANAGER acknowledges and agrees that the CITY, in its discretion, may 

evaluate the MANAGER’S performance and set performance goals for the MANAGER. 
The creation of the goals and expectations will be a mutually agreed upon process, and 
should be performed annually during the first 3 years of this contract.” 

 
His employment agreement further states the following regarding the 

development of goals and objectives for the MANAGER in Paragraph 6 of the same: 
 
b) Goals and Salary Adjustment second 12 months: The MANAGER and CITY 

shall jointly develop goals and objectives for the MANAGER, for approval by the CITY 
no later than June 30, 2015, addressing key operating priorities supporting the CITY’s 
mission. The MANAGER is eligible for a Salary increase at the conclusion of year two 
(July 1, 2016) contingent upon successfully accomplishing agreed upon goals and 
objectives, providing evidence of success to the CITY, and with the CITY’S written 
authorization for Salary adjustment. The adjustment will be determined in the discretion 
of the City Commission but shall not exceed 5%.  

 
Accordingly, I am respectfully requesting that a committee of Commissioners be 

established for the following purposes: 
 
1.  To develop goals and objectives for me to complete during the second 

year of my employment;  
 
2. To review/discuss changes that could potentially be made to my 

employment agreement; 
 
3. To summarize scores and comments received by any Commissioner who 

completes the evaluation instrument crafted to measure my performance; 
 
4. To communicate matters regarding my performance to me; 
 
5. And to convey this information to the City Commission prior to June 30, 

2015 (in anticipation of the mutually agreed upon goals and objectives being adopted 
by the Commission prior to this date). 

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
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That the City Commission appoint Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, and 

Commissioner Twardy as the committee review the performance of City Manager 
Turner as presented. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.   

 
AUTHORIZATION OF 2015 SPRING CLEAN UP VOUCHER PROGRAM: 

 
 For the past several years, the City Commission has appropriated $25,000 
towards the provision of a Spring Clean-Up Voucher Program. With this program, City 
residents can apply for a voucher to cover the cost of $25 for the disposal of trash and 
debris from their properties located within the City. 
 

Based on staff’s past experience, the City should be able to issue approximately 
1,400 vouchers and remain under the $25,000 appropriation. Not everyone uses the full 
value amount of their vouchers, and in some cases, vouchers do not get used. During 
the last fiscal year, the City did not run out of vouchers prior to the expiration of the 
program on June 30, 2014. Furthermore, it is City administration's recommendation that 
the previous bid awarded to Waste Management be renewed for the second of a three 
year renewal option for this program.  
 

All materials would need to be brought to the Dafter Landfill on 12 Mile Road. 
The program is structured to run from April 13, 2015 through June 30, 2015 with hours 
of operation on Monday through Friday lasting from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and 
seasonal hours occurring on Saturday, May 2, 2015; Saturday, May 9, 2015; Saturday, 
May 16, 2015; and Saturday, May 30, 2015 as well as Saturday, June 27, 2015 from 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Hours will also be held during all Wednesdays in the month of 
June from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gage 
 
That the City Commission authorize the Spring Clean-Up Voucher Program for 

2015 providing 1,400 vouchers at a face value of $25 per voucher for use by City 
property owners between April 13 through June 30, 2015; 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, and Gage   
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gage 
 
That the City Commission accept the proposal from Waste Management, Inc. of 

Sault Ste. Marie for the residential spring clean-up voucher program as submitted in its 
Request for Proposals, with the City paying $15.00 for the first 500 pounds of refuse 
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and 2.75 cents per pound for refuse in excess of 500 pounds. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Gage, and Twardy  
  Nays: None 

 

STATUS REPORT: 

 
BUDGET SUBMISSION AND REVIEW SCHEDULE: 

 
On Monday, April 20, 2015 the annual budget will be formally submitted to the 

City Commission. The administration anticipates distributing the budget documents to 
Commissioners by Thursday, April 16th. 
 

Budget work sessions have been scheduled for Wednesday, April 22, 2015 (as 
well as Thursday, April 23, 2015, if needed) with these work sessions beginning at 4:15 
p.m. in the Commission Chambers.  
 

Thereafter, on Monday, April 27, 2015, the City Commission will hold a special 
meeting at 4:15 p.m. to reconcile the proposed budget and also schedule a public 
hearing for the Monday, May 18, 2015 Regular Meeting of the City Commission after 
which the Commission may approve the budget. Please note that June 1, 2015 is the 
latest date for budget approval, as outlined by City Charter. 
 

Former City Commissioner Bill Munsell will be facilitating the Commission's 
budget review, a role he has played for almost two decades. The administration 
appreciates Mr. Munsell’s time invested in this process and looks forward to his input.  
 

2015 MUNICIPAL ELECTION SCHEDULE: 
 

This November, the four year terms of Commissioners Don Gerrie and Patricia 
Shimmens will expire. In addition to the vacancy created by the resignation of Jeff 
Stefanski.  Mayor Anthony Bosbous two year term will also expire in November.  
 

The dates for prospective candidates are as follows: 
 

March 31st- Clerk publishes Notice for Filing Declaration of Intent and Affidavit of 
Qualifications for the City Commission seats that are up for election. 
 

April 14th to 21st - Declaration of Intent and Affidavits for potential candidates 
are available and must be filed by prospective candidates with the City Clerk by 4:00 
p.m. on April 21st. 
 

May 12th - Nominating Petitions and Affidavit of Identity are to be filed with the 
City Clerk by 4:00 p.m. on this date. 
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August 4th - Primary Election Day (if there are more than two candidates for 

Mayor and/or more than six candidates for City Commission). 
 

November 3rd - General Election Day. 
 

STANDARD & POOR’S BOND RATING FOR THE CITY OF SAULT STE. 
MARIE: 

 
Administration (including myself and Finance Director/Treasurer Collins) has 

recently been working with RW Baird to obtain a long-term rating from Standard & 
Poor's Rating Services for the 2015 Limited-Tax Obligation (GO) capital improvement 
bonds that will finance certain portions of the CSO Phase C-3 project and for the 
refunding of the bonds issued to finance the construction of the parking structure. 
 

As highlighted within the included report, Standard & Poors has assigned its 'A+' 
long-term rating for these bonds and has affirmed its 'A+' long-term and underlying 
rating on the City's existing general obligation debt with a stable outlook. This is an 
improvement from the City’s past rating of ‘A-‘. 
 

As indicated within the report, positive contributing factors to this rating 
assignment include strong budgetary flexibility, very strong liquidity, adequate budgetary 
performance, strong management conditions with good financial policies, conservative 
budgeting practices, and a strong institutional framework. Specifically contributing to 
this rating are the policies that have been adopted by the City Commission such as the 
City's minimum fund balance policy. 
 

Specifically, City Manager Turner expressed his appreciation to Finance 
Director/Treasurer Collins for her exceptional hard work and dedication to the City 
during this project, and for the contributions of the entire Finance Department. In 
addition, significant contributions were made to this project by Assessor Fuller as well 
as by Planning and Zoning Administrator Freeman and EDC Director Claus. The staff 
worked very hard on receiving this rating at a particularly busy time of year, and their 
efforts are appreciated. 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 None  
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Mayor Bosbous announced the $10,000.00 donation from Wal-Mart for the 
Pullar Community Building Capital Campaign.   
 
 Commissioner Twardy wished the Soo Eagles luck in first round of playoffs this 
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coming weekend.   
 
 Commissioner Gage thanked the Commission for their support.  

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
That the meeting adjourn at 8:05 p.m. 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


