
 
June 20, 2016 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, June 
20, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 
Osterhout, Twardy 

Absent:  
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
 City Manager Oliver Turner presented Captain Michael Whitney with a Letter of 
Recognition for his service and commitment to the City of Sault Ste. Marie Police 
Department.  Captain Whitney’s last day of employment with the City of Sault Ste. 
Marie will be June 30, 2016.  
 
 Lake Superior State University Mascot Seamore the Sea Duck recognized Police 
Officer Brian Mattson for his lifesaving efforts in saving the ducklings caught in the City 
sewer system. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, June 
6, 2016 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the following boards 
and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Airport Advisory Board – May 12, 2016 

 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission confirm the Mayors appointment of Derric Knight to 

the Planning Commission to fill the balance of a term to expire on April 19, 2017. 
 
Communications: 
 
That the City Commission approve year two of the agreement between the City 

of Sault Ste. Marie and Sault Historic Sites, as presented. 
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That the City Commission approve the agreement between the City of Sault Ste. 
Marie and the Chippewa County Historical Society, as presented. 

 
That the City Commission schedule a Public Hearing on a Resolution to vacate, 

with the retention of utility easements, the full width of the west 140 feet of the 
unimproved West 5th Avenue right-of-way between Block 1 and Block 8, Cargill’s 
Addition for the July 5, 2016 City Commission meeting. 

 
Special Orders of Business: 
 
That the City Commission introduce for first reading an Ordinance prohibiting 

and making unlawful discrimination in housing and/or real property, and then schedule 
a second reading of this Ordinance for the July 5, 2016 City Commission meeting. 

 
City Manager’s Report: 
 
That the City Commission pass the attached resolution adopting a Policy 

Prohibiting the Use of Excessive Force Against Non-Violent Civil Rights Demonstrators 
in compliance with CFR 91.255, and direct the Police Chief to implement this 
Resolution by amending applicable police department procedures. 

 
That the City Commission approve a budget adjustment in the amount of $1,984 

for the Prospect Alley Project and a transfer funds from Road Contingency in the 
amount of $2,943. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Lynn, 

Osterhout, and Twardy 
  Nays: None  
  Abstain: Commissioner Gerrie 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

FROM THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – 
RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE AN “AIR AND LIGHT” EASEMENT WITH 
NATIONAL OFFICE PRODUCTS: 
 

National Office Products is working to upgrade its second floor apartments, all of 
which are historic and lack a secondary egress in case of fire or emergency.  A building 
once situated just north of National Office Products burned decades ago, leaving an 
exposed interior wall.  National Office Products' wall lacks any north-facing windows in 
the upper floor apartments, which discourages renters and poses a hazard to safety.   

 
In order for windows to be installed, National Office Products is required by the 

State of Michigan Building Code and applicable ordinances to secure an “air and light 
easement” of at least 10 feet and one inch that would lawfully permit egress to be made 
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on to the City owned property next door.   
 
Offering an easement for 10'1" of property may to a certain degree influence the 

future development of the City-owned parcel to the north of the National Office 
Product’s building, however, the DDA board considered the following while issuing a 
favorable recommendation for the issuance of this easement: 

 
1. The City and DDA should focus on improving the upper floor apartments in 

existing buildings downtown.  Windows in the National Office Products building will 
allow a downtown taxpayer to offer renters more lighting, more safety, and a better 
lifestyle. 

 
2.  The City owned parcel is currently serving the public by offering a sidewalk 

pass-through to the parking lot behind Barish's, the Haller building and to the County 
Courthouse.  By allowing a 10'1" easement, the sidewalk could still be preserved.  A 
future building could be constructed on the site, with a slightly reduced width of up to 
approximately 25' instead of 35'. As a note, there are a number of buildings within the 
downtown that have widths between 20’ and 25’ and even one building with a width of 
15’.  

 
3.  There are other options to explore with future development as well.  A new 

building footprint could incorporate a second floor "catwalk" allowing a shared fire 
escape exit, perhaps.   

 
4.  A future development may want to have its own side-wall windows as well; so 

a sidewalk in between the two footprints could serve both properties.   
 
Included is an air and light easement that could be granted to National Office 

Products for the detailed purposes. It was modeled on an easement previously granted 
to Christian Freedom International over a portion of the City-owned Farmer’s Market lot 
for a similar purpose.  

 
DDA Director Justin Knepper gave a brief overview of the easement request. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission approve the execution of the included easement as 

detailed and presented. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, 

Twardy, and Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
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APPROVAL OF A CHANGE ORDER FOR CSO C-3 TO BACCO 
CONSTRUCTION TO ADD A PORTION OF LYON ST. AND W. SPRUCE INTO THE 
PROJECT: 
 

The CSO C-3 project contract awarded to Bacco Construction was awarded 
concurrently with Change Order #1 that removed Lyon Street, the 400 block of Carrie 
Street and Court Street just north of Spruce Street from the project scope in order to 
keep the project within budget with a 6% construction contingency.  Since that time, 
Carrie Street has been added back into the project and a balancing change order 
reducing quantities from the 2015 construction has taken place.   

 
The project contingency is just under $1,000,000 and have reviewed various 

options for utilizing the contingency.  Discussions between C2AE, DPW Director Jim 
Moreau and the City Engineer have taken place and it has been determined that the 
City has an opportunity to add a portion of Lyon Street back into the project along with 
the portion of W. Spruce Street that was removed from the CSO C1 & 2 project in 2011. 

 
The reasoning for each of the recommendations is provided as follows: 
 
Lyon Street: 
 
The easterly 350 feet of Lyon St. is proposed to be added back into the project 

as it includes a section of water main that is in need of replacement and road 
improvement.  The westerly portion of Lyon Street water main was replaced during the 
1993/94 FEMA funded water main repair project and the road is in reasonably good 
condition.  The section recommended for inclusion will include new water main, new 
sanitary sewer drainage improvements, sidewalk and road reconstruction.  

 
The estimated cost of adding a portion of Lyon St. back into the project is 

approximately $248,000. 
 
W. Spruce Street: 
 
W. Spruce Street between Osborn Blvd. and Ashmun St. was removed from the 

CSO C1 & 2 project in May 2011 due to the project reaching an extremely low budget 
contingency heading into its 2nd year of construction.  Additionally at that time, the 
downtown was recovering from the impacts of the CSO construction from 2010 and the 
climate was not favorable for working on W. Spruce in 2011.  Also, the utility work 
consists primarily of water main, which is not necessary for CSO program compliance.   

 
Since 2011 however the need for the water main replacement in this section of 

W. Spruce has come to a higher priority due to recent breaks in the water main.  Also, 
Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund (DWRF) is now part of the CSO C-3 funding 
whereas it was not available for the C-1 & 2 phase from which W. Spruce St. was 
removed.   
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If approved, City Administration will proceed with obtaining a schedule and 

notifying adjacent property owners while beginning the necessary special assessment 
process.  It should be noted that Special assessments for CSO C-3 are $40 per lineal 
foot of frontage (reduced 35% for side frontage) and the per foot special assessment 
amount for CSO C-1 & 2 was $35.  We will proceed with the $40 per lineal foot special 
assessment pricing unless directed otherwise. 

 
The estimated cost to add W. Spruce into CSO C-3 is approximately $350,000. 
 
If approved the remaining project contingency will be approximately $395,000, 

which is a suitable amount at this stage in the project. 
 
City Engineer Linda Basista gave an overview of the CSO C3 Change Order. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Osterhout 
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute Change Order 

#5 to the Bacco Contract for CSO C-3 in the amount of $597,385.50 adding a portion of 
Lyon Street and West Spruce into the project. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, 

Mayor Bosbous, and Commissioner Bauer 
  Nays: None 
 
11 MONTH BUDGET REVIEW AS OF MAY 31, 2016: 

 
Included please find a review completed by Finance Director/Treasurer Kristin 

Collins that compares certain portions of the FY 2015/2016 Budget (as approved) 
against revenues received and expenses incurred through the end of May 31, 2016 for 
certain City operating funds. 

 
Specifically, this review highlights adjustments that are being further 

recommended by the Finance Department and City Administration to complement 
those budget amendments adopted at the June 6, 2016 Regular Meeting of the City 
Commission and are intended to prepare the City for closing its current fiscal year.  

 
The administration will continue to monitor the budget closely to ensure the 

operating needs of the organization and service needs of the community are met on a 
continuing basis. 

 
Finance Director Collins gave an overview of the budget amendments.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Gage, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
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That the City Commission approve the proposed budget amendments, as 
presented. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, and Gage 
  Nays: None 
 

STATUS REPORT: 

 
Downtown Development Authority – Mural Project: 
 

Downtown Development Authority Director Knepper was in attendance and 
presented a video regarding the mural project. 
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 DDA Justin Knepper announced several upcoming community events.  
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Osterhout announced the new City of Sault Ste. Marie mobile 
Apple App. 
 
 Commissioner Twardy congratulated the Girls on the Run and 2016 Summer 
Solstice. 
 
 Commissioner Gage announced that the LSSU Arts Center will now be showing 
movies.   

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Osterhout 

 
That the meeting adjourn at 7:55 p.m. 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


