
 
September 5, 2017 

 
A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 

the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Tuesday, 
September 5, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Collins, Gerrie, 
Twardy 

Absent: Commissioner Lynn 
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the absence of Commissioner Lynn be excused. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Bosbous extended thoughts and prayers for the families affected by 

Hurricane Harvey. 
 

2017 GARDEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS:  
 
Mayor Bosbous and City Manager Turner presented the Garden of the Year 

Awards: 
o Edie and Jerry Reno of 1515 West 24

th
 Street  

o Jim Johnson of 311 Sova Street 
o St. James Episcopal Church of 533 Bingham Avenue 

 

PRESENTATION BY DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ON 

BEAUTIFICATION EFFORTS:  DDA Director Justin Knepper and Tracy Menard 
presented on the beautification efforts around the community.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
That the following consent agenda items be approved: 

 
Minute Approval: 

 
That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, 

August 21, 2017 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the following 
boards and commissions received and placed on file: 
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a. Brownfield Development Authority – August 8, 2017 
b. Community Services Board – August 29, 2017 
c. PEHP DPW Unit – August 17, 2017 
d. Police and Fire Pension Board – July 19, 2017 
e. SSM Housing Commission – July 6, 2017 
f. Zoning Board of Appeals – August 17, 2019 

 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission reappoint Bruce Boger and Kristin Collins to the PEHP 

DPW Unit for terms to expire November 18, 2019. 
 

Communications: 
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to execute 

project authorization for Agreement No. 2017-0124/P1/R2 for Section 5311 Operating 
Funds for the fiscal year ending September of 2017. 
 

That the City Commission authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to execute 
project authorization for Agreement No. 2017-0124/P3 FY 2017 Section 5310 
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program for the fiscal 
year ending September of 2017. 
 

That the City Commission approve the installation of the mid-block streetlight as 
requested by Mr. Jason McLeod. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Collins, 

Gerrie, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 

 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
APPROVAL OF THE 2017 BLIGHT ELIMINATION BROWNFIELD PLAN 
 
The City Commission took action at its January 3, 2017 Regular Meeting to 

condemn the structures at 606 Eureka Street and 629 Magazine Street. 
 
Thereafter, the City of Sault Ste. Marie assumed ownership of these properties 

after they were deeded over to the City by Chippewa County, following the foreclosure 
process, through a partnership in which the County agreed to forego an estimated 
$9,000 in tax recovery funds. 

 
At that time it was noted that the City maintains a Local Site Remediation 

Revolving Fund which receives monies from previous brownfield projects and which 
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was projected to maintain a balance of $136,293 as of 6/30/2017. As a note, all of the 
monies maintained within this account were derived from local brownfield projects and 
captured revenues based on local millages. 

 
At that time it was further noted that these funds may be made available to 

support the demolition of the structures at 606 Eureka Street and 629 Magazine Street 
under Public Act 381 of 1996, being the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act. 

 
Throughout the summer City Administration has further researched the utilization 

of this fund and has developed the included ‘2017 Blight Elimination Project’ Brownfield 
Plan which, if adopted by the City Commission, would permit the use of Local Site 
Remediation Revolving Fund monies to support the demolition of the structures at 606 
Eureka Street and 629 Magazine Street and the completion of project activities. 

 
As noted within the presented plan, activities at both properties to be undertaken 

would include: utility disconnections, the assessment and abatement of asbestos, lead 
and cadmium testing, demolition, and all related and qualifying activities with total 
project costs not being expected to exceed $45,000. 

 
Importantly, it should be noted that the project meets the requirements of an 

“eligible property” pursuant to MCL 125.2652, section 2 (p), and the buildings to be 
demolished as part of this project are “blighted” structures meeting the requirements of 
MCL 125.2652, section 2 (c). Additionally, the City is designated as a “Core City” by the 
State of Michigan and all activities to be undertaken as part of this project meet the 
“Eligible Activities” requirements of MCL 125.2652, section 2 (o). Further, City Attorney 
Cannello has confirmed that the plan, as drafted, meets the requirements of Public Act 
381 of 1996, as amended. 

 
In accordance with Public Act 381 of 1996, as amended, the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority of the City of Sault Ste. Marie (which is the Economic 
Development Corporation Board of Directors as permitted under Public Act 338 of 
1974) reviewed the ‘2017 Blight Elimination Plan’ at a special meeting it held on August 
22, 2017 and unanimously approved the adoption and implementation of the plan, 
contingent upon approval by the City Commission. Relatedly, notices advising local 
taxing jurisdictions and the community of a public hearing on the consideration and 
potential adoption of plan by the City Commission have been duly distributed. 

 
If the City Commission adopts the included resolution and approves the ‘2017 

Blight Elimination Plan’ the structures at both 606 Eureka Street and 629 Magazine 
Street would be demolished and the project substantially completed within the next 
several weeks, prior to the onset of winter. Importantly, it should also be noted that this 
plan would provide for the expenditure of funds from the Local Site Remediation 
Revolving Fund, but does not anticipate additions to this fund through any tax captures. 

 
On a closely related matter, as the process of removing the structures has 
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reached the point where an RFP to remediate the asbestos and demolish the structures 
is to be issued, City Administration will soon be evaluating bids to demolish the 
structures. As Commissioners are aware, the City’s purchasing policy dictates that bids 
for projects exceeding $10,000 are awarded by the City Commission, however in this 
case, City Administration respectfully requests that the City Commission authorize the 
City Manager to select the successful bidder after bids are received through the 
established bidding process for project activities. 

 
This is being requested due to the fact that this would provide City Administration 

to award this work shortly after September 13, 2017 (the due date of the RFPs) and 
would thus provide about one additional week for contractors to mobilize and complete 
the referenced work prior to any seasonal fluctuations that may occur and delay project 
completion. 

 
Finally, it should be noted that City Attorney Cannello has advised that the 

expenses for project activities should be incurred by the General Fund and reimbursed 
by the Local Site Remediation Revolving Fund. 

 
Mayor Bosbous held the duly scheduled public hearing on the ‘2017 Blight 

Elimination Plan.  There were no comments from the public therefore the following 
action was taken: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO 

AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF  

PUBLIC ACT 381 OF 1996 AS AMENDED 

 
A resolution by the City of Sault Ste. Marie in accordance with the provisions of Public Act 
381 of 1996, as amended, adopting an addition or amendment to the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Plan for the ‘2017 Blight Elimination Project’. 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions 
of Public Act 381 of 1996, as amended, has previously established a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority, and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie has previously established that the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority Board shall consist of the trustees of the board of the Economic 
Development Corporation of the City established pursuant to Act 338, Public Acts of 
Michigan, 1974, as amended, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority has carefully considered the 
aforementioned Brownfield Redevelopment Plan and has recommended the adoption of 
the proposed ‘2017 Blight Elimination Project’ to the City Commission, and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie and its Economic Development Corporation have 
provided proper notices as required under Public Act 381 of 1996 and a public hearing 
regarding this matter has been conducted. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SAULT 

STE. MARIE, IN CHIPPEWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN THAT: 
 

1. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the proposed addition 

to the referenced Brownfield Redevelopment Plan constitutes a public purpose as 

defined under Public Act 381 of 1996; 

 
2. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the proposed addition 

to the referenced Brownfield Redevelopment Plan meets all of the requirements set 

forth in Section 13, Section 13b, and other provisions of Public Act 381 of 1996; 

 

3. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the proposed method of 

financing the costs of the eligible activities, as presented, is feasible; and that the 

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority has the ability to arrange for the financing 

(through the Local Site Remediation Revolving Fund);  

 
4. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the costs of the eligible 

activities proposed are reasonable and necessary to carry out the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Plan and the purposes of Public Act 381 of 1996; 

 
5. And it is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the amount of the 

captured taxable value estimated to result from the adoption and amendment of the 

plan is reasonable.  

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Collins, Gerrie, Twardy, and 

Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to award the work 

associated with site remediation and structure demolition, as presented and proposed 
by City Administration. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Collins, Gerrie, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous and Commissioner Baker 
  Nays: None 
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Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission authorize City Administration to increase General 

Fund expenses as necessary for project completion with offsetting revenues to be 
derived from the Local Site Remediation Revolving Fund. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Collins, Gerrie, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker and Bauer 
  Nays: None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

FROM THE COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD - APPROVAL OF YOUTH 
RECREATION PROGRAM FUNDING FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 

 
On Tuesday, August 29, 2017, the Community Services Board (CSB) reviewed 

ten Youth Recreation Program Funding Applications received for the 2017-2018 fiscal 
year. 

 
All youth groups requesting funds made a brief presentation to the CSB. It is 

mandatory that each group present their request to the CSB for funding consideration. 
It was noted that any CSB member who is affiliated with any of the applicants was 
unable to either discuss or vote on any allocation recommendation. 
 

All youth recreation program funding application forms were both emailed and 
provided on the City website for distribution. This year, an on-line fillable form was 
made available to streamline the submission of each organization request. 

 
Upon a roll call vote taken for each youth recreation organization presenting to 

the Community Services Board and providing a request, the Community Services Board 
recommended the allocations. 

 
All approved and authorized funding requests will be reimbursable to each youth 

organization upon receiving qualified receipts and each organization will formally sign a 
Letter of Agreement for providing recreation services. 

 
DPW Assistant Director/Parks Wyers presented on this matter.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Collins 
 
That the City Commission approve the distribution of funds to various youth 

organizations, as detailed below: 
 
Hiawatha Skating Club 
$5,600 - - for ice time credits at Pullar Community Building 
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Sault Area Lacrosse 
$2,000 - - for equipment, uniforms and officials 
 
Black Dragon Martial Arts 
$3,300 - - for equipment, uniforms, program supplies and training seminars 
 
Girl's On the Run 
$2,000 - - for coaches training (CPR-1st aid), uniforms, curriculum materials 
 
Sault Girls’ Softball 
$1,900 - - for safety helmets, face shields, uniforms, pitching machine 
 
Soo Theatre Project 
$3,000 - - for instruments, music stands, instructor fees and performance shirts 
 
Girl's and Boy's Club 
$3,000 - - for supplies and equipment 
 
Sault Michigan Hockey Association 
$6,000 - - for ice time credits at Pullar Community Building 
 
Soo Soccer Association 
$5,200 - - for portable scoreboards, 3 tier bleachers and miscellaneous supplies 
for field 
 
Sault Area Little League 
$8,000 - - for benches, work trailer, bats, mitts, diamond dust and catcher's gear 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker, Bauer, and Collins 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
AUTHORIZATION OF A CONTRACT RENEWAL WITH SMITH SANITATION 

FOR RESIDENTIAL WASTE COLLECTION 
 
On October 15, 2012 the City Commission approved a five-year agreement with 

Smith Sanitation for residential waste collection. The approved agreement commenced 
on February 4, 2013 for the referenced five-year term and will run through February 4, 
2018. The award of the agreement followed a competitive bidding process through 
which both Smith Sanitation as well as Waste Management submitted proposals for 
residential waste collection. 
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Importantly, Provision 1 of the executed agreement (included) states that ‘the 
City shall have the right to negotiate two three year extensions with the contractor3’. 
Accordingly, City Administration has reviewed the feasibility of extending this agreement 
by an additional three years through February 4, 2021. 

 
From a service perspective, City Administration has received a minimal number 

of complaints regarding the services provided by Smith Sanitation. Smith Sanitation has 
also proven to be responsive in addressing those concerns that do arise and are 
directed to the attention of the City Manager or Deputy City Manager. Consequently, 
the current arrangement with Smith Sanitation is very compatible with the administrative 
capacity of the City as minimal time is spent on resolving waste collection disputes. 

 
From a cost perspective, Smith Sanitation currently offers the following pricing: 
 
• $1.73 per tag for each 32-gallon container (note: container provided by 

homeowner); 
 
• $3.78 per tag for each 65-gallon container (note: containers provided by Smith 
Sanitation); 
 
• $7.00 flat fee for each 18 gallon recycling container (sold by Smith Sanitation) 

which includes free pick up two times per month; 
 
• $2.43 per tag for each time recycling is collected in a 65 gallon container 

(provided by Smith Sanitation) along with a $20.00 deposit on that container; 
 
• And $12.98 per bulky item tag. 
 
For reference the results of the competitive bidding process from 2012 have 

been included, along with a summary of prior costs from Smith Sanitation. 
 
It is important to highlight the fact that Provision 11 of the executed agreement 

permits Smith Sanitation to annually adjust tag costs based upon changes in consumer 
prices (as detailed by the agreement). Further, the initial tag cost (for a 32-gallon 
container) from Smith Sanitation of $1.60 that was implemented through this agreement 
has increased per contract to the current rate of $1.73 per tag (for a 32-gallon 
container). The current cost per tag for this container is still 5.2% below the base 
amount of $1.82 per such container that was bid by Waste Management in 2012. 

 
In consideration of the cost effectiveness and strong service delivery provided 

through the current residential waste collection agreement, City Administration has 
negotiated a three-year extension to the same for consideration by the City 
Commission. Crucially, in an effort to continue to keep costs down for our citizens and 
continue delivery through the agreement, Smith Sanitation has agreed to retain its 2017 
price points through the 2018 calendar year. Accordingly, the pricing adjustments 
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provided for through Provision 11 of the agreement would not again be applied until 
early 2019. Under this extension tags would continue to be sold in sheets of five at the 
same location currently utilized. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Collins, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute the First 

Amendment to the Contract with Smith Sanitation as presented and affirm the rates that 
are currently in place (as of September 1, 2017) and approve these rates as the basis 
for the execution of the first amendment, as presented. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Baker, Bauer, Collins, and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 
 

Status Report: 

 
 City Manager Turner provided the Commission with an update on the W. 
Easterday Avenue Project.  

 
USCG Vinyl Program 
 
EDC Director Jeff Holt provided an update on the implementation of the USCG 

Vinyl Program. 
 
MDOT Public Information Meeting on Roundabout and Business Spur 

Reconstruction Project 
 

MDOT invites the public to a meeting to discuss the planned 2018-2019 I-75 
Business Spur reconstruction and roundabout project on Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2017 at 
5pm in the City Commission Chambers. 

 
Update on the Center for Freshwater Research and Education (CFRE): 
 
Dr. David Finley from LSSU presented on the status of the Center for Freshwater 

Research and Education (CFRE).   
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 Rep. Bobby Southall, LSSU Student Government Liaison, introduced himself to 
the City Commission and answered questions from the Commission. 
 
 DDA Director Justin Knepper announced the International Festival of Races and 
Oktoberfest.   
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 Police Chief John Riley thanked Scott Brand of the Evening News for the 
publication on the return to school safety tips and announced the new maned crosswalk 
on Marquette Avenue at the entrance of the Sault Area Middle School.     

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Gerrie commented on the Korean Martial Arts Celebration and 
thanked Tina Fullar for her efforts in the event. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 8:20 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


