
 
September 18, 2017 

 
A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 

the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, 
September 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Collins, Gerrie, Lynn, 
Twardy 

Absent: Commissioner Baker  
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
 That the absence of Commissioner Baker be excused. 
 
 Motion carried unanimously.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 

 
That the following consent agenda items be approved: 

 
Minute Approval: 

 
That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Tuesday, 

September 5, 2017 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the 
following boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Police and Fire Pension Board – August 16, 2017 

 
Special Order of Business: 
 
That the City Commission schedule the Public Hearing to consider a request to 

vacate, with the retention of utility easements, the full width of the unimproved alleys 
within Block 3 and Block 4, Cargill Addition as well as the full width of Platted Victoria 
Street bounded by West 4th Avenue and West 5th Avenue on the North and South as 
well as Blocks 3 and 4, Cargill Addition, on the West and East for the Regular City 
Commission Meeting Scheduled for October 2, 2017. 

 
City Manager’s Report: 
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute the included 
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“Konica Minolta Rental Agreement” with National Office Products for a term of one-
year. 

Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Collins, Gerrie, Lynn, 
and Twardy 

  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS BRADY PARK PAVILION PARTNERSHIP 

PROPOSAL 
 
The Soo Area Office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is actively competing 

for $20,000 in funding from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ ‘Handshake Partnership 
Program’ to build a picnic shelter in Brady Park. 

 
As noted within the included background materials, this program supports 

projects with strong community involvement and supportive collaborations. Through this 
program the Soo Area Office is currently seeking to install a handicap accessible picnic 
shelter on the waterfront in Brady Park. 

 
Recently, Ms. Michelle Briggs, a Soo Locks Park Ranger, and Ms. Linda Hoath, 

Executive Director of the Sault Area Convention & Visitors Bureau, approached City 
Administration about the City of Sault Ste. Marie becoming a partner in this project. 

 
Specifically, it was requested that the City contribute materials, professional 

services, and equipment to create a van accessible parking space and to replace a 
section of curb within the project area with an accessible ramp and sidewalk leading to 
the shelter. As noted within the included materials, the project area would be located 
within Brady Park. 

 
As noted within the background materials, the Soo Area Office has pledged 

$30,000 in labor and materials to install the concrete pad and assemble the shelter, 
with the Sault Area Convention & Visitors Bureau pledging $15,000 to help purchase 
the shelter. Additionally, the Soo Locks Visitors Center Association has pledged $2,000 
in support of this project. 

 
City Administration has closely reviewed this proposal, and City Engineer Basista 

has established a conservative estimate of $10,000 for the completion of the work that 
would be pledged by the City of Sault Ste. Marie. Further, in reviewing possible funding 
sources, it was identified by Finance Director/Treasurer Collins that the Seal Operating 
Fund (F102) is projected to maintain a balance of $198,173 in available funding at the 
end of the current fiscal year, as detailed within the included reserved funds sheet. 

 
Critically, and relevant to this subject matter, is the fact that the City of Sault Ste. 

Marie maintains a lease for public park and recreational purposes with the Department 
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of the Army for the public use of Brady Park. This lease agreement would provide the 
City with the legal authority to contribute to this project. 

 
According to City Attorney Cannello, the lease agreement functions in a manner 

such that contributing to the proposed project would be similar to contributing to a 
project on property owned outright by the City of Sault Ste. Marie. Connectedly, City 
Attorney Cannello has also determined that the trust documents for the Augusta-
Hursley Seal Trust Fund would permit the use of Seal Trust Fund distributions for 
project purposes. 

 
As noted by the Soo Area Office, the project would serve both visitors and 

residents of the community who have expressed a desire for a shelter in Brady Park. 
Further, as noted by the Soo Area Office, this would be the only downtown picnic 
shelter specifically designed to be handicap accessible (as a note, Building Official 
Akkanen has already been consulted regarding aspects of the proposed improvements 
in an effort to ensure it meets accessibility standards). 

 
This project would strengthen the City’s efforts to implement place-making 

oriented improvements and would strengthen the experience of Historic Water Street 
while enhancing the waterfront experience. It would also complement the strong and 
existing partnerships between the City and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers through 
which the City provides public recreation during Music in the Park events, fireworks on 
each Fourth of July, and recreation at Rotary Island Park. 

 
As noted by the Soo Area Office, the “Handshake Partnership Program” 

application must be submitted by September 30, and funding recipients would be 
announced in January 2018. Project work would be conducted in the spring, in time for 
the summer celebrations associated with the recognition of the 350th anniversary of the 
French settlement of Sault Ste. Marie. 

 
USACE Park Ranger Michelle Briggs answered questions from the Commission.  
 
CVB Director Linda Hoath addressed the Commission. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the City Commission approve a $10,000 contribution from the Seal 

Operating Fund (F102) in support of the pavilion project, as presented, while 
authorizing City Administration to make corresponding budget amendments.  

 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute related project 

documents relating to the City’s contribution. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Collins, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, and 
Mayor Bosbous 
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  Nays: None 
 
SAULT HIGH SCHOOL PUBLIC SAFETY/PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

PROGRAM 
 
In the past few years, law enforcement agencies across the country have 

experienced a severe drop in qualified interested candidates applying for police officer 
positions. 

 
On May 4, 2017 Sault Area Schools Superintendent Tim Hall and Career 

Technical Education Director Jo Anne Lussier, LSSU Professor of Criminal Justice and 
Program Director Paige H. Gordier, SSM Police Chief John Riley and Captain John 
Larsen, Chippewa County Sheriff Michael Bitnar and Undersheriff Greg Postma, Sault 
Tribe Police Chief Robert Marchand, and Michigan State Police Lt. Joseph Shier met to 
discuss creating a police academy type program at the Sault Area High School & 
Career Center that will be referred to as the Public Safety/Protective Services Program. 

 
There are several of these programs in various public school districts throughout 

the state. Information from Branch County, Clinton County and Muskegon Area Schools 
have been included. The internet link http://www.smteccte.org/programs/law-
enforcement/ for the Southwestern Macomb Technical Education Consortium contains 
a video of students talking about the program in their area. Through the collaborative 
efforts of the education community and law enforcement, these and other programs 
have been proven to be very successful. 

 
The program would be an official Sault Area Public Schools course. The district 

would manage the program just like any other “Less Than Class Size” course. The 
committee is still discussing whether this would be one or two year program (junior 
and/or senior). One person would be selected as the instructor and would become an 
employee of the school district. Law enforcement would work with the district in 
selecting an appropriate instructor, developing the curriculum, supplying whatever 
equipment they can, and appear as guest instructors on various law enforcement 
topics. Other guest speakers may include, but may not be limited to, a representative 
from the Chippewa County Prosecutor’s Office for legal updates and the County’s 
Central Dispatch Director for communications instruction. 

 
Each group involved in this type of course would benefit. 
 
Students: 

 The chance to experience what a career in law enforcement is actually 
like before they commit themselves to a law enforcement program at the 
university level. 

 

 Receive high school credit for successful completion. 
 

http://www.smteccte.org/programs/law-
http://www.smteccte.org/programs/law-
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 The opportunity to work with various law enforcement agencies on an 
internship type basis. 

 

 Opening the door to the law enforcement program at LSSU and with the 
completion of a “13

th
 year” the student earning an Associate Degree 

similar to the LSSU Nursing Program. 
 
Sault Area High School: 

 Adds another program for their Career Development Center. 
 

 Fills an interest in a topic that ranked #2 in a recent student survey 
regarding what career field they are interested in. 

 
Lake Superior State University: 

 Provides a ready-made group of potential students with a semi-working 
knowledge of the profession for the law enforcement program. 

 

 Drawing more local students into the LSSU population. 
 
Law Enforcement: 

 Increases the number of interested local applicants when vacancies arise. 
 

 Gives the agencies the opportunity to see the progression of each 
candidate as he or she work through the high school and LSSU programs. 

 
While the program would be administered by the Sault Area Public Schools, law 

enforcement would play an integral part by providing support wherever it can. There will 
also be a need to equipment and set up a classroom with necessary items for the 
students to use during their instruction. Much of this equipment would be purchased by 
the school district. However, some would be donated/loaned to the program by the area 
law enforcement and related agencies. This would include older items that are no 
longer in use by the departments, such as leather goods, training items, handcuffs, etc. 

 
For communications training, Central Dispatch Director Michelle Robbins would 

provide old radio equipment for the classroom and a vehicle. The range would only 
allow close proximity communications and, being on a different frequency, would not 
interfere with official police radio traffic. 

 
In order for the Sault Area Schools program to be ready at the beginning of the 

2018/19 school year, they will need an appropriate vehicle. Police Chief John Riley is 
requesting that with this year’s patrol vehicle changeover for the police department that 
the old car be donated/loaned to the high school program, similar to what was done in 
2013 when the City donated an old patrol car to the LSSU Law Enforcement Program. 
The vehicle would be stored at the police department until it has been prepared for use 
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by the school then turned over to them. Once the vehicle is received, the school district 
would be responsible for all maintenance and repairs. 

 
Police Chief John Riley presented on this matter. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission authorize the execution of an agreement to transfer a 

2015 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor to the Sault High School Public Safety/Protective 
Services Program. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Collins, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, and Commissioner Bauer 
  Nays: None 
 
AUTHORIZE UTILIZATION OF CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE FUNDS FOR 

DISINTERMENT AND REINTERNMENT OF HUMAN REMAINS AND FOR THE 
DEMOLISHMENT OF THE HICKLER MAUSOLEUM AT RIVERSIDE CEMETERY AND 
AWARD THE QUOTE FROM C.S. MULDER FUNERAL HOME TO PROVIDE THE 
SERVICES 

 
The Hickler Family Mausoleum which is located in the Protestant Section, Block 

C, Lot 30 of Riverside Cemetery has been in disrepair for many years. There are two 
Hickler family members interred in the mausoleum and there is no date of purchase on 
the deed with the first interment on August 08, 1913. 

 
Under rules and regulations for use and operation of Riverside Cemetery; 

Section 15 - Endowment, "In no case will the City be responsible for the maintenance of 
such a structure beyond the income from the mausoleum endowment fund, and 
whenever the income from the mausoleum endowment fund is not sufficient to maintain 
such a structure in the proper manner and it becomes unsightly, the structure will be 
removed, and the remains therein buried in the lot." Currently, only $ 3,681.00 is 
available in the mausoleum endowment fund and it is believed that this mausoleum was 
established many years before the endowment fund was created. 

 
As part of this process, a postal letter and certified letter was sent to Mrs. Dream 

Hickler who is the last known owner of the Hickler Family Mausoleum. The certified 
letter was returned unopened to the City. Furthermore, a notice of intention to demolish 
the mausoleum has been published in the Sault News with a date to expire on 
September 25, 2017. At this point, if no family members contact the City to discuss the 
condition of the Hickler Family Mausoleum, it is our intent to commence with the 
disinterment and reinternment of John H. Hickler and John Echo Kennet Hickler from 
the mausoleum to (adjacent) vacant burial lots that the Hickler family owns. Once this 
process is completed, the Hickler Family Mausoleum structure will be demolished and 
the area landscaped. 
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Request for Quotes marked "Mausoleum Project - B-35-17” were advertised for 

and received by the City Clerk's Office on August 24, 2017 at 4:00 pm. Three local 
funeral directors were provided the quote information with only one quote being 
received by the C.S. Mulder Funeral Home. The budget for this project would be as 
follows: 

 
C.S. Mulder quote to disinter and re inter Hickler family remains $2,490.00 
C.S. Mulder quote for two general caskets (if needed) $2,390.00 
Lead Based Paint Testing Required for Demolition $500.00 
Excavator Charge (1 week) $1,500.00 
Two Concrete Vaults $1,000.00 
Tandem Truck to haul debris (1 week) $1,000.00 
Materials - Plywood, 2x6's, Topsoil, Grass seed, etc. $1,000.00 
Contingency $2,000.00 
Total Project Cost $11,880.00 
 
DPW Assistant/Parks Director Dan Wyers presented on this matter. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Collins 
 
That the City Commission direct City Administration to secure the mausoleum 

door and revisit the matter one year from now.  
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Bauer, and Collins 
  Nays: None 
 
AUTHORIZATION OF A MONTH-TO-MONTH EXTENSION OF AMBULANCE 

TRANSFER AGREEMENT WITH WAR MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
 
As the Commission is aware, the City of Sault Ste. Marie Fire Department has 

been providing inter-facility transfers from War Memorial Hospital to outlying facilities 
for decades. Inter-facility transfers are carried out between two medical facilities and 
may be performed on a prescheduled or emergency basis for local hospital patients 
needing specialized treatments or procedures only available at other hospitals, all over 
the State of Michigan or beyond. 

 
The City is currently in agreement with War Memorial Hospital (alongside 

Kinross EMS) to provide inter-facility transfers on a 9-day rotating schedule. Recent 
agreements stipulated (among other safety measures) that the City's Ambulance and 
Kinross EMS would share the responsibility of providing inter-facility transfers before 
other agencies were contacted by War Memorial Hospital. The most recent transfer 
agreements would each automatically renew annually for a total of five years, unless 
termination by either party. 
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In 2015, the Fire Department conducted 161 Inter-facility transfers, in 2016, the 

Fire Department provided transfers to 155 local residents, and in 2017 Fire Department 
personnel have already conducted approximately 97 transfers. 

 
Fire Chief LaBonte has been meeting with Marla Bunker from War Memorial 

Hospital and Renae Gray from Kinross EMS to jointly update the current agreement, 
which is set to expire at the end of September 2017. Due to factors, which require extra 
research on the hospital's part, which mostly surrounds how medications that are given 
on the ambulance are billed, War Memorial Hospital has requested additional time to 
conduct research needed before further agreement meeting dates are set in order to 
ratify the next five year inter-facility transfer agreement. 

 
In the meantime, a month-to-month agreement will be drafted by City Attorney 

Cannello to close the gap between regular agreements. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Collins, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute a month-to-

month extension of the Ambulance Transfer Agreement with War Memorial Hospital. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Bauer, Collins, and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 
 

Status Report: 

 
 City Manager Turner provided an updated on 606 Eureka and 629 Magazine. 
 
 City Manager Turner also provided the Commission with an update on the Woda 
Group request for a Special City Commission meeting for the adjustment of the 
municipal services agreement.   
 

House Bill 4892 
 
City Manager Turner provided an update on House Bill 4892 now Public Act 118 

of 2017. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 
That the City Commission send a letter of appreciation to Representative Lee 

Chatfield, Senator Wayne Schmidt, and MML Director, State & Federal Affairs Chris 
Hackbarth. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.    
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Airport Open House & Movie in a Hangar at Sanderson Field 
 
EDC Director Jeff Holt and EDC Specialist Tracey Laitinen provided a brief 

presentation on the Airport Open House & Movie in a Hangar at Sanderson Field. 
 
Manufacturing Excellence Summit October 3, 2017 
 
EDC Director Jeff Holt and EDC Specialist Tracey Laitinen provided a brief 

presentation on the Manufacturing Excellence Summit scheduled for October 3, 2017. 
 
Sanderson Field PFC Overlay Project Summary 
 
EDC Director Jeff Holt and EDC Specialist Tracey Laitinen will provide a brief 

presentation on the Sanderson Field PFC Overlay Project. 
 
West 4

th
 Avenue Project: 

 
City Manager provided an updated on the West 4

th
 Avenue Project. 

. 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 Linda Hoath of the Convention and Visitors Bureau announced the Pure 
Michigan Fall Color Tour Campaign Sault Ste. Marie vs Drummond Island and thanked 
Mayor Bosbous and Mayor Pro-Tem Gerrie for participating in Destination Next.   
 
 Fire Chief Scott LaBonte commended on the Fire Department personnel for 
hosting a boot drive for the Hurricane Harvey relief fund. 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Twardy commented on the Annual MML Convention held in 
Holland, Michigan last week.   
 
 Mayor Bosbous also commented on the MML Convention, the hospitality of the 
host city, and the great educational sessions. 
 
 Commissioner Collins commented on the history of downtown Holland MI. 
 
 Commissioner Bauer announced International Festival of Races, Oktoberfest, 
and Teen Talks at Bayliss Public Library.  
 
 Mayor Bosbous announced the dedication of the Catholic side of Potters Field 
thanking all those involved and commented on the incident that occurred at the Pullar 
Stadium over the weekend.  Assistant DPW/Parks and Recreation Director Wyers 
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answered questions from the Commission.    
 
 Commissioner Lynn commented on the City Clerk’s he has worked with over his 
career.   
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Bauer                
 

That the meeting adjourn at 8:26 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


