
 

Historical Development Commission 
of the City of Sault Ste. Marie 

MEETING MINUTES 
March 13, 2018 

 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting of the Historical Development Commission was called to order by 
Chairperson, Mary June at 5:35 pm in the City Hall – 3rd Floor, Mayor’s Conference 
Room. 

 
2. ATTENDANCE 
 

 Present:   Mary June, Deidre Stevens, Marilyn Burton, Thomas Tocco 
 

Absent:  Larry Cooper 
 
Also Present: Angie Patterson, Staff  
 
Marilyn Burton motioned to excuse the absent member. Deidre Stevens seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the February 13, 2018 Regular Meeting were reviewed. 

 
Action: Marilyn Burton motioned to approve the minutes of the February 13, 
2018 regular meeting as presented.  Thomas Tocco seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 

 
4. CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None 

 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
 

 

6. OLD BUSINESS: None 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a) Nomination of Officers:  Officers for the year ending June 30, 2018 were 

nominated and confirmed. 
 
Action: Nominations of officers were made with a unanimous vote for the 
following officers for the year ending June 30, 2018: 
Chairperson, Mary June 
Vice Chairperson, Thomas Tocco 
Secretary, Deidre Stevens 
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b) Rendezvous in the Sault:  Angie reported that plans were underway for the 

2018 Rendezvous in the Sault. Our sister city is sending a delegation during 
that time, and plans are underway to acknowledge and greet them during the 
opening ceremony.  Angie will be traveling to the Kalamazoo Living History 
Show this month to recruit more participants.  The annual allocation of 
Osborn Trust Funds was discussed and the group reaffirmed support of the 
annual $2500 allocation for the History Festival. 
 

c) Baraga House Window Project:  Dan Wyers submitted a request for $20,000 
in funding for a project to replace or repair windows in the Baraga House 
along with the assocated 6-Year CIP item. 

 
The Historical Development Commission reviewed the request and had a 
lengthy discussion regarding the restoration of the Baraga House and 
possible structural issues caused at least in part by leaking windows.  The 
HDC was concerned that the request was made without having an actual 
evaluation or estimate of the costs associated with the window project and 
associated water damage to the structure.  
 
The discussion surrounded their recommendation, as documented in the 
minutes of the December 2017 meeting during their review of the 6-Year 
Capital Improvement Program, that the Baraga House windows be restored 
instead of replaced to the greatest extent possible in order to preserve the 
historical integrity of the structure and that the siding issues be addressed 
along with the windows.   Mary June reported that the Historic Structures 
Subcommittee had met in the Fall and had also prioritized restoration over 
replacement for the windows.  However, the members of the HDC do not 
believe that the project for repairing or replacing the windows at the Baraga 
House should be wholly undertaken until an investigation/assessment report 
of each window and probable water damage to the structure is undertaken 
and a thoughtful plan is developed. 
 
Two local men with experience in historical restoration, Tony Hubbard and 
Jim Pimm have previously been consulted regarding this topic and showed 
interest in the restoration. Tony Hubbard was quite involved in the successful 
restoration of the Island Books & Crafts building and several of the Historical 
Society Members confirm that he is knowledgeable and capable of historic 
restoration.  Tony Hubbard has reported that most of the windows are in good 
shape, but have to be removed and fixed, all will need glazing and a couple 
have rot.  Two windows in the attic are not in the correct placement and are 
too far in from the exterior which allows water to enter the structure. 
 
The Historical Development Commission strongly recommends having this 
evaluation done prior to allocating funds for the project.  Partly, this is due to 
the limited funds available, and partly it is due to concern that the $20,000 will 
be used to replace windows without first knowing if there is structural damage 
that needs to be addressed before the better windows are replaced. The 
desire is to prioritize the limited funds and assure a restoration rather than 
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just a quick window replacement at this historic structure and to know how 
much will be used for windows and how much is just for engineering. 
Mary June has offered to contact Tony Hubbard to ask for a price to do the 
evaluation and provide an estimate on the costs of repairs. 
 
 

Action: Thomas Tocco motioned to recommend an allocation of up to 
$5,000 in Osborn Trust funds for an investigation/assessment of water 
damage to the structure and to repair at least 2, and up to 4 of the worst 
windows as determined by the outcome of the investigation.  This 
allocation is contingent on the assessment being performed by restoration 
specialist Tony Hubbard and the repairs being performed as a historical 
restoration.  Marilyn Burton seconded the Motion.  Motion Carried. 
 

The Historical Development Commission would like to see this work 
completed during the current year, and then the window project proceed in 
the subsequent year once the actual condition of each window has been 
documented and a budget and action plan has been developed.  The Historic 
Structures Committee is encouraged to request funds as needed for this 
second phase of the project. 

 
 

8. OTHER MATTERS : None 
 

9. INFORMATION & REPORTS:  None 
 
10. NEXT REGULAR MEETING DATE:   
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting date is April 10, 2018. 
 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT     The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm 
 

 
 
______________________________ 
Deidre Stevens, Secretary 


