
 
February 17, 2014 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, 
February 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, 
Stefanski and Twardy 

Absent: None 
 Also Present:  Acting City Manager Troyer, City Attorney Cannello, Deputy Clerk 

Susan Anderson, and various department heads 
    
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, 
February 3, 2014 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the 
following boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Airport Advisory Board – December 11, 2013 and January 8, 2014 
b. Community Services Board – January 28, 2014 
c. Historical Development Commission – December 17, 2013 
d. Historic Structures Management – January 29, 2014 
e. Local Development Finance Authority – June 26, 2013 
f. Planning Commission – January 23, 2013 
g. Tree Commission – September 17, October 15, and December 10, 2013 

 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission confirm the Mayor’s reappointment of Sherry Brooks 

and Tom Veum to the Local Development Finance Authority Board for a term to expire 
December 31, 2017. 

 
Communications: 
 
That the City Commission authorize the Acting City Manager and City Clerk to 

execute project authorization for Agreement No. 2012-0162/P7 for Section 5311 
Operating Funds for the fiscal year ending September of 2014. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 
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Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 

 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
Goal Setting Work Session for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2014 and 

Ending June 30, 2015: 
  
 On Monday, February 10, 2014 the City Commission met in a full day work 
session to develop the goals for the fiscal year that will begin on July 1, 2014. The goals 
that are identified in the report will provide direction to the City Administration as the 
budget is developed for the 2014-2015 fiscal year. 
 

As part of the annual Goal Setting Session, the City Commission reviewed the 
Mission Statement and the 2020 Vision for the City of Sault Ste. Marie as well as the 
Guiding Financial Principles as part of the Goal Setting Session. As part of the 
discussion Commissioners indicated that they would like B-7 in the Vision Statement 
changed to include “industrial” use of the Carbide Dock. Specific changes within the 
Goal Setting Report show the original language and the revised language. The 2020 
Vision includes the language as proposed for adoption by the Commission on February 
17, 2014. 
 

In addition, the City Commission identified 14 Commission goals that the City 
administration will address in the budgeting process for the up-coming fiscal year. In 
addition to the Commission goals, the recommended budget will address many on-
going initiatives as well as staff driven priorities from individual departments. 
 

A detailed report will be provided to the Commission as to how each goal has 
been addressed in the recommended budget for 2014-2015.  

 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the City Commission approve the revisions to the 2020 Vision for the City of 

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan as outlined in the attached report. 
 
That the Commission approve the City Commission goals for the 2014-2015 

fiscal year. 
  

Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 
Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 

  Nays: None 
 
 

Public Hearing of Necessity for the Reconstruction of Library/Court (Ashmun to 
Dawson) ST-01-14 and Hursley (Court to Bingham) ST-02-14: 
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On January 20, 2014, the City Commission received a report on the Library 
/Court and Hursley Street reconstruction projects and adopted the First Resolution of 
Public Improvement.  A public hearing was set for February 17, 2014 on the necessity 
of proceeding with these projects.  Notices of public hearing had been sent to the 
affected property owners.  

 
A public information meeting was held for residents on February 6, 2014.  Two 

residents representing two properties on Hursley Street attended the meeting and no 
objections to the project were expressed.  City Engineer Linda Basista and DDA 
Director Justin Knepper met with the property owners along Library Drive and Court 
Street in addition to meeting with the Library Director and Library staff to discuss the 
project and answer questions.  The owner of DOT Games at the corner of Library Drive 
and Ashmun Street is objecting to the assessment and has indicated that he will attend 
the public hearing to state his objections. DOT Games fronts Ashmun Street and 
therefore their frontage on Library Drive is assessed at 65% resulting in an assessment 
of $3,167.56 (121.83 lf x .65 x $40). 

 
The project design is approximately 75% complete. If the Commission proceeds 

with the resolution ordering public improvement then a second hearing would be 
scheduled to confirm the special assessment role at the March 3, 2014 City 
Commission meeting.  It is expected that the project will be put out for bids in April with 
construction to start in early June. 

 
On both streets, the existing bituminous roadway surface which is in poor to very 

poor condition will be completely reconstructed with new sand sub-base, aggregate 
base, asphalt surface and concrete curb & gutter. Existing sidewalks will be replaced as 
needed to meet ADA compliance and new sidewalk will be constructed where there is 
no sidewalk along Library Dr. Additionally, the existing water main and sanitary sewer 
will be replaced on Hursley and the sanitary sewer will be replaced on Library Drive as 
these utilities are aged beyond their useful life.  The estimated special assessment 
costs are $40 per front foot, which would be assessed in ten annual installments with 
the interest charged on unpaid installments at a rate of 6%.  

 
The Mayor conducted a hearing of necessity ST-01-14 for the reconstruction of 

Library/Court (Ashmun to Dawson) including sub-base and base construction, drainage 
improvements, concrete curb and gutter, bituminous pavement and various restoration 
work to be included in the special assessment with sewer main being replaced as part 
of the water and sewer utility costs during the reconstruction of this project.  

 
Mitch Wells, owner Dot.Games spoke to the commission about his opposition to 

the special assessment. He feels this project will decrease his property value and he 
will lose parking spaces. 

 
Commissioner Lynn asked about the sidewalks being constructed with this 

project. 
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Linda Basista, City Engineer explained where the sidewalks are currently located 

and where the new sidewalks are to be constructed 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 

 
WHEREAS, this is the time and the place and the meeting of the City 

Commission set for considering and taking action upon street construction work 
including subbase and base reconstruction, concrete curb and gutter, bituminous 
pavement, and sanitary sewer replacement, storm sewer improvements, partial new 
sidewalk installation, and various restoration work on Library Drive and Court Street 
from Ashmun Street to Dawson Street, designated as Special Assessment Roll No. ST-
01-14. 

 
WHEREAS, this Commission has duly heard and considered all suggestions, 

protests and petitions in reference to the suggested improvements, together with all 
matters pertaining thereto. 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the aforementioned public improvements 

are hereby declared to be necessary public improvements and said work is hereby 
ordered to be completed. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a portion of the estimated cost for the project 

shall be paid for by the City at large, and that a portion of the cost shall be assessed 
against the adjacent benefitting properties according to foot frontage, said costs to be 
assessed in ten (10) annual installments with interest to be assessed on the unpaid 
balance at the rate of  6.0  percent; 

 
The following described property is hereby fixed as the district over which the 

assessment to pay the cost and expense thereof shall be levied: 
 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
  051-291-013-00  051-292-016-00   
  051-415-001-20  051-415-002-00   
  051-415-010-00     
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the period of usefulness is determined to be 

Twenty (20) years and upwards. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City’s portion of the cost and expense of 

such improvement shall be met from monies appropriated for such purpose, and that 
the remaining sum shall be paid from Special Assessments to be levied therefor. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing for Confirmation of the 
Special Assessment Roll No. ST-01-14 be scheduled to be held at 7:00 P.M. on 
Monday, March 3, 2014. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 
The Mayor conducted a hearing of necessity for ST-02-14 for the reconstruction 

of Hursley (Court to Bingham) including sub-base and base construction, drainage 
improvements, concrete curb and gutter, bituminous pavement and various restoration 
work to be included in the special assessment with water main and sewer main being 
replaced as part of the water and sewer utility costs during the reconstruction of this 
project. There were no comments from the public; therefore the following action was 
taken: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
WHEREAS, this is the time and the place and the meeting of the City 

Commission set for considering and taking action upon street construction work 
including subbase and base reconstruction, concrete curb and gutter, bituminous 
pavement, water main and sanitary sewer replacement, storm sewer improvements, 
partial new sidewalk installation, and various restoration work on Hursley Street from 
Court Street Bingham Street, designated as Special Assessment Roll No. ST-02-14. 

 
WHEREAS, this Commission has duly heard and considered all suggestions, 

protests and petitions in reference to the suggested improvements, together with all 
matters pertaining thereto. 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the aforementioned public improvements 

are hereby declared to be necessary public improvements and said work is hereby 
ordered to be completed. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a portion of the estimated cost for the project 

shall be paid for by the City at large, and that a portion of the cost shall be assessed 
against the adjacent benefitting properties according to foot frontage, said costs to be 
assessed in ten (10) annual installments with interest to be assessed on the unpaid 
balance at the rate of  6.0  percent; 

 
The following described property is hereby fixed as the district over which the 

assessment to pay the cost and expense thereof shall be levied: 
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
       
051-414-006-00 051-414-009-00 
051-414-003-00 051-414-010-00 
051-414-01-200 051-414-008-00 
051-414-011-00 051-414-007-00 
051-414-00-500 051-414-00-400 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the period of usefulness is determined to be 

Twenty (20) years and upwards. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City’s portion of the cost and expense of 

such improvement shall be met from monies appropriated for such purpose, and that 
the remaining sum shall be paid from Special Assessments to be levied therefor. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing for Confirmation of the 

Special Assessment Roll No. ST-02-14 be scheduled to be held at 7:00 P.M. on 
Monday, March 3, 2014. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 
Public Hearing on the Vacation of the North/South Alley within Block 6, Meade & 

Fowle's Addition and the East 80 feet of the East/West Utility Easement within Block 6, 
Meade & Fowle's Addition: 
 
 At the February 3, 2014 City Commission meeting, the City Commission 
scheduled a public hearing on the request to vacate the north/south alley within Block 6, 
Meade & Fowle's Addition and the east 80 feet of the east/west utility easement within 
Block 6, Meade & Fowle's Addition without retention of utility easements as requested 
by Jon Christie and KSK CStores, Inc. 
 

The Planning Commission reviewed a two-part request submitted by Jon Christie 
and KSK CStores Inc., to vacate the 15’ wide north/south alley within Block 6 of Meade 
& Fowle’s Addition as well as to vacate the east 80 feet of the existing east/west utility 
easement, also within Block 6 of Meade & Fowle’s Addition. 
 

Mr. Christie is in discussions with KSK C-Stores, Inc. to purchase his property 
who in turn desires to clear the site for the construction of a new gas station and 
convenience store. Due to the layout of Mr. Christie's properties, they are bisected by 
the alley proposed to be vacated. The vacation of the alley will allow more flexibility in 
terms of building placement as setbacks will no longer need to be maintained from the 
internal property lines. There are, however, existing utilities which are currently located 
within the alley which will need to remain unless otherwise relocated by the developer. 
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Presently, underground utilities include both a water and sewer main as well as 
overhead lines carrying both power and telephone. While the underground utilities are 
likely to remain in-place, the overhead utilities will need to be relocated underground or 
routed around the periphery of the site. Presently, the applicant intends to run the 
existing overhead utilities underground. 
 

In addition to utilities, the potential impacts of an alley vacation on traffic 
circulation were reviewed. In this particular case, there are no impacts on traffic as the 
applicant owns all property which is adjacent to the alley. 
 

The applicant is also requesting a partial utility easement vacation. It appears 
that AT&T is the only utility with facilities located in that easement. Provided that the 
relocation costs are borne by the developer, AT&T has indicated no objection to the 
vacation of the eastern-most 80’ of the easement. 
 

The required notices have been sent to property owners and utilities. To date 
four written comments have been received. Both Cloverland Electric Cooperative and 
AT&T have facilities in the alley to be vacated. Neither object to the vacation provided 
that utility easements are retained. DTE has indicated that they do not have facilities 
within the alley and do not object to its vacation but would like utility easements to be 
retained. Canadian National Railroad does not object to the vacation and does not 
require easements to be retained. Staff was also contacted by the Family Video District 
Manager at he expressed no objection to the vacation. 
 

The Planning Commission recommended approval of the request (5-0) at their 
January 23, 2014, meeting subject to the following condition: prior to the recording of 
the documents effectuating the vacation, the applicant shall provide to the City 
documentation from all utilities with infrastructure in the alley and/or easement to be 
vacated that satisfactory arrangements have been made for relocation.  

 
 The Mayor allowed for public comment on the vacation the north/south alley 

within Block 6, Meade & Fowle's Addition and the east 80 feet of the east/west utility 
easement within Block 6, Meade & Fowle's Addition without retention of utility 
easements as requested by Jon Christie and KSK CStores, Inc.  There were no 
comments from the public; therefore the following action was taken: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Bauer  
 

WHEREAS, this is the time and place of the meeting of the City Commission of 
the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, set for considering and taking action upon the 
alley and partial easement vacation petitioned for by Jon Christie and KSK C-Stores, 
Inc.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission at their meeting held January 23, 2014, 
considered the petition and it is their recommendation that the north/south alley and the 
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east eighty (80) feet of the east/west utility easement be vacated provided that prior to 
the City filing the vacation, the applicant shall provide to the City documentation from all 
utilities with infrastructure in the alley and/or utility easement to be vacated that 
satisfactory arrangements have been made for relocation; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission has heard said petition and recommendation 
in reference to the vacation of said alley and portion of said utility easement and it is 
their opinion that the subject alley and portion of said utility easement be vacated; and 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the alley described as the north/south 
alley located within Block 6, Meade & Fowle’s Addition and the east eighty (80) feet of 
the east/west utility easement, also located within Block 6, Meade & Fowle’s Addition 
be vacated (see attached Exhibit A) WITHOUT the retention of utility easements; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk shall not record this document 
until the petitioners provide, in a form satisfactory to the City, written confirmation from 
all utilities with infrastructure in the alley and/or portion of the easement to be vacated 
that arrangements have been made to either relocate or leave in place their 
infrastructure and all necessary easements for said infrastructure have been granted; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the satisfaction of the paragraph 
above, a certified copy of this resolution be recorded in the Register of Deeds Office for 
the County of Chippewa, State of Michigan. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded 
by the City Clerk to the State of Michigan, showing recordation of said resolution along 
with a sketch of the area affected. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 
Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 

  Nays: None 
 
Public Hearing on the Vacation of Glenn Avenue with a Retention of a 10-Foot 

Wide Utility Easement Centered over the Existing DTE Gas Main as Requested by the 
City of Sault Ste. Marie: 
 

At the February 3, 2014 the City Commission meeting, the City Commission 
scheduled a public hearing on the request to vacate Glenn Avenue with retention of a 
10-foot wide utility easement centered over the existing DTE gas main as requested the 
City of Sault Ste. Marie. 
 

To facilitate the construction of an approximately 4,400 square foot addition on 
the west side of the Pullar Community Building, the City of Sault Ste. Marie is 
requesting that Glenn Avenue be vacated. Located between Portage Avenue and 
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Water Street, Glenn Avenue is approximately 56 feet in width and 317 feet in length. 
 

As constructed, there is little room to expand the Pullar within its existing site 
boundaries. All of the land area of the existing site is allocated to the building itself, the 
green space in the front of the building, or the parking lot behind the building. As a 
result, the most logical location for expansion is into the adjacent right-of-ways on the 
east or west sides of the site. 
 

Located west of the Pullar, Glenn Avenue provides vehicular access to two City-
owned parcels and one privately owned parcel. Many of the tenants of the privately-
owned parcel, a 9-unit apartment building (423 E. Portage Avenue), utilize Glenn 
Avenue for on-street parking as does the Pullar. The third parcel is a vacant, city-owned 
piece of property located at the southwest corner of Glenn Avenue and Water Street 
which is used for parking during the winter season and green space during the summer. 
 

City Engineer Linda Basista has been in contact with the owner of the apartment 
building regarding this request and the response thus far has been favorable as certain 
improvements will be made during the construction of the addition which will benefit his 
property. 
 

There is an existing gas line located adjacent in the western half of Glenn 
Avenue which will remain post-vacation, as a result, a utility easement will be needed. 
All other utility lines and poles within the right-of-way will be removed. 
 

The required notices have been sent to property owners and utilities. To date 
three written comments have been received. AT&T and Charter Communications do 
not object to the vacation, including the elimination of easements. Cloverland Electric 
Cooperative does not object to the vacation however would like a utility easement to be 
retained. Cloverland additionally indicated that they do not have facilities within the 
right-of-way to be vacated. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
request (5-0) at their Thursday, January 23, 2014, meeting subject to the following 
conditions: (1) A 10-foot wide utility easement shall be retained centered over the 
existing DTE gas main; (2) An easement agreement with the owners of 423 E. Portage 
Avenue shall be recorded to provide continued access to that property; (3) The City 
Commission resolution vacating the right-of-way shall not become effective until such 
time as the construction of the Pullar Community Building addition is imminent.  
 

The Mayor allowed for public comment on the vacation of Glenn Avenue with a 
retention of a 10-foot wide utility easement centered over the existing DTE gas main as 
requested the City of Sault Ste. Marie. There were no comments from the public; 
therefore the following action was taken: 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

WHEREAS, this is the time and place of the meeting of the City Commission of 
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the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, set for considering and taking action upon the 
street vacation petitioned for by the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission at their meeting held January 23, 2014, 

considered the petition and it is their recommendation that Glenn Avenue be vacated 
conditional upon the retention of a 10-foot wide general utility easement centered over 
the existing DTE gas main and that the vacation shall not be recorded until the 
construction on the west addition of the Pullar Community Building is imminent; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission has heard said petition and recommendation 

in reference to the vacation of said street and it is their opinion that the subject street be 
vacated subject to the conditions recommended by the Planning Commission; and 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Glenn Avenue be vacated (see attached 

Exhibit A) WITH the retention of a 10-foot wide general utility easement centered over 
the existing DTE gas main (see attached Exhibit B); and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk shall not record this document 

until the start of construction on the addition to the west side of the Pullar Community 
Building is imminent; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the satisfaction of conditions as 

recommended by the Planning Commission, a certified copy of this resolution is to be 
recorded in the Register of Deeds Office for the County of Chippewa, State of Michigan. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded 

by the City Clerk to the State of Michigan, showing recordation of said resolution along 
with a sketch of the area affected. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 
Second Reading of an Ordinance to Rezone Lots 7 and 8, Block 6, Meade & 

Fowle's Addition, from R-1 (One Family Residential to B-3 (General Business) as 
Requested by Jon Christie and KSK C-Stores, Inc.: 

 
At the February 3, 2014 City Commission meeting, the City Commission 

introduced for a first reading an ordinance re-zoning Lots 7 and 8, Block 6 of Meade & 
Fowles Addition from R-1 (One-family Residential) to B-3 (General Business). 

 
The Planning Commission received an application for rezoning from Jon Christie 

and KSK CStores, Inc., to rezone Lots 7 and 8, Block 6 of Meade & Fowles Addition 
from R-1 (One-family Residential) to B-3 (General Business). The two lots are part of a 
collection of parcels which together make up the site occupied by the Hiawathaland Oil 
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U-Haul rental establishment. 
 
All required notices have been given as of January 13, 2014. City staff has 

received one inquiry from an adjacent resident regarding the nature of the request, no 
objections were expressed. Based upon the staff analysis which concludes that the 
proposed rezoning is consistent with past rezoning actions in the vicinity as well as will 
significantly improve the reusability of the site as a whole, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of this request (5-0) at their meeting on January 23, 2014.  

 
The Mayor allowed for public comments on a second reading of an ordinance 

rezoning Lots 7 and 8, block 6 of Meade & Fowles Addition from R-1 (One-Family 
Residential) to B-3 (General Business). There were no comments from the public; 
therefore the following action was taken: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 10-1.03. (301A), Appendix A OF THE 

SAULT STE. MARIE CODE AND TO ADD ONE NEW SUBSECTION THERETO 
WHICH NEW SUBSECTION SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS 10-1.03(301A) 200 OF 
SAID CODE. 

 
THE CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  That Section 10-1.03 (301a) of Article 1 of Appendix A of the Sault 

Ste. Marie Code shall be amended by adding a new subsection thereto, said 
subsection to read as follows: 

 
10-1.03 (301a) 200.  The following described property shall be rezoned from R-1, 

One-Family Residential to B-3, General Business the property described as follows; 
 
Lots 7 and 8, Block 6 of Meade & Fowles Addition. 
 
Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after its adoption and 

publication. 
 
WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City 

Commission of the City of Sault Ste. Marie on the 17th Day of February, 2014. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 From the Historical Development Commission - Appropriation of Osborn Trust 
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Funds for Superior District Library to Assist with the Cost of Transferring Audio Taped 
Interviews to Digital Format: 
 
 At the February 10, 2014 meeting of the Historical Development Commission, 
the HDC approved an expenditure of $700 in Osborn Trust funds to the Superior 
District Library to assist with the cost of transferring audio taped interviews to digital 
format.  The interviews were done during the making of the 1980 documentary “A 
Difference of Rights” about the local controversy regarding fishing rights.  The total cost 
of the project is $2,100.00.  Bay Mills Community College and the Friends of Bayliss 
Public Library are contributing the remainder of the funds. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission appropriate $700 of Osborn Trust Funds for Superior 

District Library to assist with the cost of transferring audio taped interviews to digital 
format. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 

 
 Presentation by Charter Communications - All Digital Format for the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie: 
 

Don Gladwell, Manager - Government Relations for Charter Communications 
made a brief presentation on the upcoming "All Digital" format changes for the City of 
Sault Ste. Marie.  Effective March 4, 2014, Charter will begin removing the analog 
format from every channel from their lineup and delivering only high-quality digital 
signals to each television outlet in the home.  In addition, the City's Local Government 
Access channel will be changing from Charter channel 97 to Charter channel 189. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
 Award of Bid for the Riverside Cemetery Chapel Canopy and Roof Replacement 
Project: 

 
Request for Proposals were advertised for the Riverside Cemetery Chapel 

Canopy Replacement Project through the City website as well as through the Evening 
News.  U.P. Engineers and Architects, Inc. (UPEA) has been retained to engineer, bid, 
recommend, and inspect the project to completion.  On January 14, 2014 a pre-bid 
walkthrough of the facility was conducted with UPEA in attendance which provided 
interested building contractors the ability to view the facility and ask questions about the 
project.  On Thursday, January 30, 2014, at 4:00 pm, two (2) sealed bids were opened 
in the office of the City Clerk.  
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UPEA Project Manager Jeremy Gagnon reviewed the project work items as well 
as checked the references of the low bidder Kaysner Construction, Inc.  Based on the 
low bid and reference checks, UPEA has recommended proceeding with the approval 
of a contract with Kaysner Construction, Inc. for the amount of $27,570 to complete 
both the base bid for a new canopy and alternate bid for the existing shingle 
replacement of the chapel roof as this company was the low bidder and meeting 
requirements for the project.  The project will be complete by or before May 23, 2014. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie  
 
That the City Commission award the Riverside Cemetery Chapel Canopy 

Replacement Project to Kaysner Construction, Inc. of Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan in 
the amount of $18,970.00 for the base bid for a new canopy and alternate bid of 
$8,600.00 for the existing shingle replacement of the chapel roof for a total amount of 
$27,570.00. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 
Authorization of a Grant Agreement with Michigan Economic Development 

Corporation for a Community Development Block Grant for AMI Hose Training in the 
amount of $250,000: 

 
At  the January 6, 2014 City Commission meeting, the City Commission 

approved the submission of a Community Development block Grant for AMI Hose LLC. 
in the amount of $250,000 for training. 

 
AMI Hose plans to create 40 new jobs within the community over the next three 

years. The grant was awarded to AMI Hose; therefore, authorization to execute the 
grant agreement is required. 

 
The City is the grant applicant as funds will be a passed between the Michigan 

Economic Development Corporation and AMI Hose. Once training is completed reports 
will be submitted to the MEDC once approved the funds will be allocated to the City and 
then distributed to AMI Hose for reimbursement of training expenses. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 
 
That the City Commission authorize the Acting City Manager and City Clerk to 

execute the Community Development Block Grant Agreement #MSC 213012-EDJT in 
the amount of $250,000 for AMI Hose training. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski and Twardy 
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  Nays: None 
 
Authorization of a Contract with CenterPoint Energy for the Purchase of Natural 

Gas through the Michigan Municipal League Natural Gas Purchasing Program: 
 
On March 18, 2013 the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute 

a Michigan gas customer choice contract with CenterPoint Energy Services, Inc. of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota through the Michigan Municipal natural gas purchasing 
program. The League selected Fellon-McCord, a national leader in energy 
management and procurement to manage this program. The program also required a 
critical mass of local units of government in order to provide the savings through this 
collected purpose. The League then went through a proposal process where request for 
proposals were requested. Each supplier was fully vetted by Fellon-McCord for the 
Michigan Municipal League with CenterPoint being the selected MML program supplier.  

 
Communities wishing to participate or renew their contract must execute an 

agreement by February 21, 2014 for the April 1 renewal. The City has a choice of a 
variable rate or a fixed rate. The Michigan Municipal League is advising that based on 
current pricing trends a variable rate would most likely provide the best return to the City 
of Sault Ste. Marie.  The League also points out that there are no guarantees that the 
market rates will provide a better return through the CenterPoint purchasing program 
during the next 12 months compared with the rates that DTE will charge for natural gas. 
The variable rate for CenterPoint will be based on the NYMEX natural gas future's 
index.  Based on last year’s usage and the rates we were charged in comparison with 
the published DTE rates the City achieved a savings of $6,356.89 from March, 2013 
through January, 2014.   

 
Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Shimmens 
 
That the City Commission authorize the Acting City Manager to execute a 

Michigan gas customer choice contract with CenterPoint Energy Services, Inc. of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
  
 None 
 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 

Commissioner Lynn updated the Commission on the Pullar Renovation Fund 
Raising Project. 



 
February 17, 2014 

 
Commissioner Stefanski mentioned a new business going in on the Business 

Spur that appears to be cutting down trees in front of their building.  Also, he would like 
to explore other alternatives to broadcasting the commission meetings. 

 
Commissioner Bauer asked if the penalty box at Pullar Stadium is still available 

for naming rights. 
 
Commissioner Twardy acknowledged the complaints of Mitch Wells, owner of 

Dot.Games.  She also announced that War Memorial Hospital will be having an annual 
health fair open to the public on March 10, 2014 for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Commissioner 
Twardy announced the Hospice raffle. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 

 
That the meeting adjourn at 8:13 p.m. 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR SUSAN ANDERSON, DEPUTY CLERK 


