
 
August 4, 2014 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, August 
4, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner, Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens 
Stefanski, and Twardy 

Absent: Commissioner Bauer, City Manager Turner 
 Also Present:  City Attorney Cannello, Acting City Manager Robin R.  Troyer, 

Deputy Clerk Jennifer Nelson and various department heads 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
 That the absence of Commissioner Bauer be excused. 
 
 Motion carried unanimously.   
  
 Mayor Bosbous welcomed Acting City Manager Robin Troyer back to the 
Manager’s seat and indicated that City Manager Oliver Turner was on vacation, 
reminded the Commission and the citizens that Commissioner Stefanski was still a 
Commissioner, announced “Pullar Donation Days” for Saturday, August 9

th
, announced 

the Primary Election for Tuesday, August 5
th
, and indicated that the Sault Arts Festival 

will be held on the grounds of City Hall on Tuesday, August 5
th
. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, July 
21, 2014 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the following boards 
and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Police and Fire Pension Board - May 14, 2014 
b. Police and Fire Pension Board -June 9, 2014 
c. SSM Housing Commission - April 17, 2014 and June 12, 2014 
d. Tax Board of Review - July 22, 2014 
 
Appointments and Resignations:  
 
That the City Commission confirm the Mayor's appointment of Roger Blanchard 
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to the Historic Structures Management Committee Fill the Balance of a Term to Expire 
on September 1, 2016. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 

 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
 PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMERCIAL 
REHABILITATION DISTRICT FOR GARFIELD COMMONS LOCATED AT 510 EAST 
SPRUCE STREET AND RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE COMMERCIAL 
REHABILITATION DISTRICT: 
 

As detailed during prior meetings of the City Commission, the establishment of a 
commercial rehabilitation district in accordance with Public Act 210 of 2005, as 
amended, requires adherence to a specific statutory process that includes both the 
need to hold a public hearing and the need to pass a resolution establishing such a 
district.  
 

At this time, a public hearing may now be held to receive public comment 
pertaining to the creation of such a district that would encompass the property at 510 
East Spruce Street [in support of the redevelopment of the former Garfield Elementary 
School building by Ms. Lisa Corbiere] and the included resolution that would officially 
create such a district can now be adopted by the Commission following the 
aforementioned public hearing.  
 

Following its adoption, the included resolution would be mailed to the Chippewa 
County Board of Commissioners, which would have the options of taking no action 
(which would result in the automatic creation of the district if no action is taken within 28 
days of the resolution being received by the County); denying the establishment of the 
district by resolution; or passing a resolution in support of the district (and, by extension, 
in support of the redevelopment of the Garfield Elementary School Building by Ms. 
Corbiere).  
 

It is important to note that the establishment of this district is a distinct and 
separate process from the approval of a commercial rehabilitation exemption certificate 
that would provide an incentive to develop the property to Ms. Corbiere. Specifically, 
once the district has been duly created, Ms. Corbiere will need to submit a Commercial 
Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate Application to the City requesting a Commercial 
Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate; a public hearing regarding that request will need to 
be scheduled and held; and the Commission will need to adopt a resolution to approve 
such an application after the required public hearing had been held.  
 

The Mayor held a public hearing to receive public comment regarding the 
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establishment of a commercial rehabilitation district that would encompass the property 
at 510 East Spruce Street.  There were no comments from the public therefore the 
following action was taken: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa County, Michigan (the “City”) is 
authorized by the provisions of Act 210 of 2005, Public Acts of Michigan, to create a 
commercial rehabilitation district, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie Commission finds it necessary to take all 
appropriate measures to halt property value deterioration, encourage reinvestment, 
retain and create employment, and promote economic growth and development, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie has determined that the property 510 East 
Spruce fully satisfies all requirements contained within Public Act 210 of 2005 regarding 
the type of property eligible for inclusion in a commercial rehabilitation district, and  
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to conduct a public hearing in connection with the 
establishment of said commercial rehabilitation district, as required by Public Act 210 of 
2005, 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1. The City of Sault Ste. Marie Commission determines that it is necessary to 
establish a commercial rehabilitation district, as per Public Act 210 of 2005, in order to 
promote economic growth and development, and that the City Commission hereby 
declares its intention to establish said district. 
 
2. A commercial rehabilitation district is hereby established in accordance with the 
provisions of Public Act 210 of 2005 and shall be comprised of the area located at 510 
East Spruce. 
 
3. A public hearing was held on August 4, 2014 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the matter could be heard, in City Hall located at 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault 
Ste. Marie, MI 49783 to consider the adoption of a resolution by the Sault Ste. Marie 
City Commission establishing a commercial rehabilitation district, as per Public Act 210 
of 2005. 
 
4. As per Public Act 210 of 2005, the City Clerk/Assistant City Manager had a 
notice of said public hearing published in the Soo Evening News, a newspaper of 
general circulation in the City.  The City Clerk/Assistant City Manager also mailed by 
first-class, certified mail a notice of the public hearing to all property taxpayers of record 
within the proposed commercial rehabilitation district and to the County of Chippewa, 
Michigan in full accordance with the requirements of Public Act 210 of 2005.  The City 
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Clerk/Assistant City Manager also posed the notice according to local public hearing 
requirements. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 FROM THE DOWNTOWN MANAGER – REQUEST TO APPLY FOR MICHIGAN 
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM GRANT: 
 

At the July 7, 2014 Regular Meeting of the City Commission, the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie, in conjunction with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), 
awarded a contract for professional design services to UP Engineers and Architects for 
the Ashmun Street utilities and street reconstruction project that will encompass the 
area along Ashmun Street between Easterday Avenue and the bridge over the Power 
Canal. 
 

The project is funded both by the City of Sault Ste. Marie and MDOT, however, 
approximately $380,000 of the project focused on streetscape improvements remains 
unfunded.  The unfunded portion of the streetscape improvements includes street 
lights, brick pavers, trees, benches and trash cans.   
 

The City of Sault Ste. Marie Engineering Department and the Downtown 
Development Authority have identified grant funds available through the Michigan 
Transportation Alternatives Program for up to 80% of the streetscape improvement with 
a minimum 20% local match.  In order to apply, the City Commission must write a letter 
to MDOT requesting that MDOT implement and oversee the streetscape improvements 
on our behalf.    
 

To meet this requirement and follow City policy to obtain City Commission 
approval to apply for grant funds, Acting City Manager requested that the City 
Commission adopt a resolution approving an application of the grant as a co-applicant 
with MDOT, with MDOT overseeing the streetscape project as described above. 
 

With MDOT as a co-applicant, MDOT can provide the minimum local 20% 
match. Additionally, with sidewalks already budgeted in the project in an amount 
exceeding $125,000, the sidewalk budget may also be used as local match for the 
streetscape improvements to strengthen the City’s application.  Therefore, by applying 
for the grant, no additional City funds would need to be obtained to cover the local 
match. 
 

The final grant amount to be applied for is currently being finalized. However, the 
maximum grant to be requested is $500,000. Accordingly, the maximum local match 
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required would be $125,000 [which is already exceeded by the cost of sidewalks 
planned as a part of this project].  

 
DDA Director Justin Knepper gave a brief overview and answered questions 

from the Commission.  
 

Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie recognizes the corridor of Ashmun 
Street from Easterday Avenue north to the Power Canal Bridge as an area critically in 
need of public infrastructure improvements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie understands this corridor of Ashmun 

Street composes a significant portion of historic downtown Sault Ste. Marie; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie intends to reconstruct this corridor of 

Ashmun Street with the goal of improving the physical connection between Lake 
Superior State University and historic downtown Sault Ste. Marie; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie anticipates reconstruction of this corridor 

of Ashmun Street to be completed in cooperation with the Michigan Department of 
Transportation;  

 
THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the City of Sault Ste. Marie, with the 

Michigan Department of Transportation as co-applicant, shall apply for funding from the 
Michigan Transportation Alternatives Program in an amount not to exceed $500,000.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Sault Ste. Marie commits to 

participating with MDOT to provide a local match, to be used for costs associated with 
design and construction of streetscape improvements intending to enhance pedestrian 
safety and mobility in this critical junction between LSSU, the traditional downtown, and 
public services.    

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 
 
 FROM THE DOWNTOWN MANAGER – ADOPTION OF A PLAN ADDRESSING 
THE NEEDS AND PROBLEMS OF LOW AND MODERATE INCOME PERSONS: 
 

The Downtown Development Authority has been working for the past six months 
on façade grant applications for five historic building restoration projects along Ashmun 
Street.   
 

The Downtown Development Authority and the City of Sault Ste. Marie have 
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received an offer letter from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation in the 
amount of $662,825.67, that would be awarded contingent upon building owner 
background checks (which are underway) being completed and the adoption of a 
narrative/plan by the City of Sault Ste. Marie that assesses the needs of low and 
moderate income persons in our community.   
 

This plan is necessary due to the fact the available grant funding is directly tied 
to the City of Sault Ste. Marie’s “HUD”-recognized low and moderate income project 
area that runs along Ashmun Street.  The Federal Housing and Urban Development 
Agency funds the Michigan Economic Development Corporation’s façade grant 
program.   
 

The plan included herein is recommended because it satisfies requirements set 
forth by the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.  It also reflects the goals of 
the City’s master plan and further reflects the goals laid out in the City’s target market 
housing analysis, completed by the Downtown Development Authority and the Michigan 
Housing and Development Authority in 2013. 

 
DDA Director Justin Knepper provided an overview and  answered questions 

from the Commission. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 
 

That the City Commission adopt the included plan. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 
 
 FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION – RECOMMENDATIONS ON KEEPING 
CHICKENS WITHIN THE LIVESTOCK PROHIBITION AREA: 
 

At its regular meeting held on May 19, 2014, the City Commission heard from 
David and Heather Lewis regarding their desire to keep a small number of chickens in 
their backyard for personal use. The City Commission referred the matter to the 
Planning Commission for further review and consideration. 
 

The Planning Commission initially discussed this issue at its June 26, 2014 
Regular Meeting. The discussion touched on a number of topics including: 
 

•Recent actions taken by other communities to address the backyard chicken 
issue; 
 

•The existing livestock prohibition ordinance;  
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•And the need to define the term “farm” within the Zoning Ordinance [as it is 
presently undefined and listed as a use permitted by right within all of the City’s single 
family residential zoning districts].  
 

The Planning Commission also called for a Public Hearing to be held at its July 
24, 2014 Regular Meeting to solicit public feedback regarding these matters. In addition 
to scheduling a public hearing, the Planning Commission also directed staff to provide 
further analysis and review of the livestock prohibition ordinance (including the location 
of the prohibition boundary) and further suggested the development of a definition for 
the term “farm” that could be added to the Zoning Ordinance.  
 

A copy of the staff report provided to the Planning Commission in advance of 
that meeting is included as ATTACHMENT I. A copy of the approved meeting minutes 
is included as ATTACHMENT II. The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing at its 
July 24, 2014 Regular Meeting, at which staff presented the overall matter in its 
component parts. A copy of the staff report is included as ATTACHMENT III. The 
component parts, with staff and Planning Commission recommendations, follow: 
 

1.The first topic addressed was the following question: Are chickens appropriate 
animals to be kept within the livestock prohibition area? 
 

Staff presented its concerns about the keeping of chickens within the livestock 
prohibition area. Those concerns centered around potential nuisance issues relating to 
noise (which could be kept in check by prohibiting roosters), smells, and other factors 
such as the attraction of predatory animals that could potentially see backyard flocks as 
a food source. Staff also expressed concerns about Salmonella bacteria as it may be 
present in the chicken’s feces or on their bodies. While Salmonella is not commonly 
harmful to fowl, it can cause serious illness in humans. Staff presented a list of potential 
regulations (see ATTACHMENT III) which could mitigate some of the common negative 
impacts from maintaining chickens should the Planning Commission want to permit the 
keeping of chickens. Ultimately staff recommended that chickens not be allowed in the 
livestock prohibition area. 
 

Three members of the public spoke at this public hearing. Mr. David Lewis and 
Mr. Jeffery Stefanski spoke in favor of allowing chickens to be kept within the livestock 
prohibition area while Mr. Bradley Flood spoke in opposition to allowing chickens to be 
kept within the livestock prohibition area. After hearing from the members of the public 
and staff, the Planning Commission recommended (4-2) that the City Commission 
should leave the livestock prohibition ordinance as it currently exists and instead 
develop a mechanism through which people could apply to keep animals other than 
those currently permitted.  
 

2.The second topic discussed was the location of the livestock prohibition 
boundary itself. As staff can best determine, the boundary line has not been adjusted 
since it was first established in 1954. The character of the community has changed 
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significantly since then and the Planning Commission had previously directed staff to 
review the location of the line to ensure that it still encompassed all areas of the City 
where the keeping of livestock is not compatible with the land uses in the surrounding 
area. 
 

Staff identified eight individual areas where development conditions have 
changed enough to warrant the inclusion of those areas within the livestock prohibition 
area. To assess the conditions, staff reviewed the 1954 aerials on file in the 
Engineering Department and compared them with recent aerial photographs. The 
aerials are included as ATTACHMENT IV. Staff recommended that the Planning 
Commission review the areas identified and act as necessary. No members of the 
public spoke on this issue. 
 

The Planning Commission recommended unanimously that the City Commission 
modify the boundary of the livestock prohibition area to include all eight areas identified 
by staff and to include language that grants legal non-conforming status to those who 
might currently be keeping livestock within these areas. 
 

3.The third topic discussed dealt with the definition of the term ‘farm’ as included 
in the Zoning Ordinance. Presently, “farms” are listed as uses permitted within all of the 
single family residential zoning districts of the City. However, the Zoning Ordinance 
does not provide a definition for the term. This situation could be a source of conflict 
and liability exposure in the administration of the Zoning Ordinance as it leaves the term 
broadly open to interpretation that may conflict with established City goals. Staff 
recommended that the definition of “farm” and “farm product,” as defined in the 
Michigan Right to Farm Act, be incorporated into the Zoning Ordinance. Staff also 
recommended “farm product” be defined, as it is a component of the definition of “farm.” 
 

Staff recommended that the Planning Commission further recommend to the City 
Commission that both “farm” and “farm product” be added to the definitions section of 
the Zoning Ordinance. No members of the public spoke on this issue. 
 

The proposed definition of the term “farm” as used in the Zoning Ordinance 
would require a commercial production component to an operation to be considered a 
“farm.” Because staff advocates the removal of “farms” from the list of uses permitted 
by right from all residential zoning districts aside from the Residential Reserve, the 
Planning Commission felt that adopting the proposed definition would disallow residents 
from selling modest quantities of home-grown product at farmers’ market-type events. 
Due to this concern, the Planning Commission opted not to act on this recommendation 
and leave “farm” as an undefined term. 
 

4.The fourth topic discussed was mentioned briefly in the previous topic and 
involves the removal of “farms” from the uses permitted by right within the R-1, RS-1, 
RS-2, and R-1A zoning districts. Staff expressed the opinion that the activities which 
one commonly associates with farming are not appropriate within the City except in 
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those areas within the Residential Reserve (RSV) zoning district, where farms are 
currently permitted and recommended to be allowed to continue to be permitted due to 
the much larger lot sizes in that district. Staff noted that this proposed change would in 
no way impact people’s ability to grow food for personal consumption. Staff also noted 
that all of the known farming operations within the City are located in RSV-zoned 
properties. As a result, no nonconforming uses would be created by the proposed 
language amendment. 
 

Staff recommended that “farms” be removed from the list of uses permitted by 
right from the R-1, RS-1, RS-2, and R-1A zoning districts. No members of the public 
spoke on this issue. 
 

The Planning Commission concurred with the staff recommendation and voted 
unanimously to recommend to the City Commission that “farms” be removed from the 
list of uses permitted within the R-1, RS-1, RS-2, and R-1A zoning districts. 
 

5.The fifth and final topic discussed dealt with sub-paragraph (b) of the livestock 
prohibition ordinance which required the keepers of livestock to obtain an annual permit 
from the Health Department for the same. It is not known when this provision was last 
enforced, but isn’t enforced currently.  
 

Based upon the recommendation from the City Attorney to remove this provision, 
staff recommended the same to the Planning Commission. No members of the public 
spoke on this issue. The Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend 
removal of sub-paragraph (b) of the livestock prohibition ordinance. 
 

In summary, the Planning Commission made the following recommendations to 
the City Commission: 
 

1. Develop a mechanism through which people can apply to keep animals other 
than those permitted within the livestock prohibition area (Approved 4-2). 
 

2. Modify the location of the livestock prohibition boundary to include the eight 
areas identified by staff for possible inclusion within that area (Approved unanimously). 
  

3. Not define "farm" or "farm product" in the Zoning Ordinance (Approved 
unanimously). 
 

4. Remove "farms" from the list of uses permitted within the R-1, RS-1, RS-2, 
and R-1A zoning districts (Approved unanimously). 
 

5. Delete sub-paragraph (b) from the livestock prohibition ordinance to remove 
the requirement to hold an annual permit from the Health Department for those keeping 
livestock (Approved unanimously). 
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 Planning and Zoning Administrator Kelly Freeman gave the Commission a brief 
overview of the Planning Commission’s action and answered questions from the City 
Commission.  
 

Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
 That the City Commission reject the Planning Commission’s recommendation to 
develop a mechanism through which people can apply to keep animals other than 
those permitted within the livestock prohibition area. 
 

Carried: Yeas:  Commissioner Shimmens, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 
Commissioner Gerrie and Lynn 

  Nays:  Commissioner Stefanski 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
That the City Commission not allow chickens in livestock prohibition boundary. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Gerrie, Lynn, and Shimmens 
  Nays: Commissioner Stefanski 

  
Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
That the City Commission ask staff to develop a definition of “farm” and bring it 

back for the Commission’s review and consideration.    
 
Carried: Yeas:  Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, Stefanski, Twardy, 

and Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Twardy 

 
That the City Commission approve the Planning Commission’s second, fourth, 

and fifth recommendations, as presented, with the recognition that such changes will 
require future public hearings and related action. 

 
Motion carried unanimously.   

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
 AWARD OF BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF A FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ATV: 
 

Sealed bids were solicited through the City’s established purchasing policy for 
the purchase of a four wheel drive utility ATV (B-27-14). The advertisement for this 
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purchase was published in the Soo Evening News, posted on the City’s website, and 
disseminated to various suppliers. Five companies submitted six bids in response to 
this advertisement that were opened on Tuesday, July 15, 2014. The results of the bid 
opening follow: 
 

•Allstar Marine & Power Sports (based in the City of Sault Ste. Marie) bid $9,400 
for this purchase; 
 

•D’s Honda Sales and Service (based in Alpena, Michigan) bid $10,471 for this 
purchase; 
 

•Chippewa Motors (based outside of the City of Sault Ste. Marie) bid $10,674 for 
this purchase [as a Polaris model]; 
 

•Marquette Power Sports (based in Negaunee, Michigan) bid $11,570.91 for this 
purchase; 
 

•Chippewa Motors (based outside of the City of Sault Ste. Marie) bid $11,906.95 
for this purchase [as a Yamaha model]; 
 

•Leitz Sports Center, Inc. bid $12,325 for this purchase. 
 

It should be noted that following the bid opening, direct discussions were held 
between the City and the business service manager from Allstar Marine & Power Sports 
and it was determined and agreed upon by both parties that Allstar Marine & Power 
Sports’ bid did not meet the unit specifications advertised 
 

Accordingly, the bid submitted by D’s Honda Sales and Service in the amount of 
$10,471 would be the lowest bid meeting required specifications. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 

That the City Commission table award of bid for four wheel drive ATV. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, and Stefanski 
  Nays: None 

 
 AWARD OF BID FOR THE FIRE HALL RENOVATIONS: 
 

Sealed bids were solicited through the City’s established purchasing policy for 
the renovation of the kitchen and bathroom at the Fire Hall [as detailed within the 
included scope of work developed by the City]. The advertisement for the completion of 
this work was published in the Soo Evening News, posted on the City’s website, and 
disseminated to 12 local contractors. Two local contractors submitted bids in response 
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to this advertisement that were opened on Wednesday, June 23, 2014. The results of 
the bid opening follow: 
 

•McGahey Construction bid $31,747.00 for the completion of this work; 
 

• Kaysner Construction, Inc. bid $30,500.00 for the completion of this work and 
was the apparent low bidder. 
 

The bids placed by both Kaysner Construction, Inc. and McGahey Construction 
for this work were similar, however, the bid placed by Kaysner Construction, Inc. was 
more closely aligned with the scope of work developed by the City and also included 
the removing and replacing of the wallboard in the bathroom with drywall.  
 

The project timeline submitted by Kaysner Construction, Inc. for the completion 
of this work (9 days) is shorter than the project timeline submitted by McGahey 
Construction for the completion of this work (40 days). Minimizing the project timeline 
will cause less disruption to the station life of the employees.   
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

That the City Commission approve the renovation of the kitchen and bathroom at 
the Fire Hall [as detailed within the included materials] by Kaysner Construction, Inc. in 
an amount not to exceed $30,500.00. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 
 
 APPROVAL OF MDOT AGREEMENT FOR ASHMUN STREET BETWEEN 
EASTERDAY AND SHERIDAN: 
 

The City is partnering with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
for the reconstruction of Ashmun between Easterday and Sheridan, with this project 
being referred to as the ‘Ashmun Street Utilities and Streetscape’ project.   
 

MDOT was previously planning roadway milling and resurfacing work along this 
portion of Ashmun St. anyway, and is therefore participating in the cost of the milling 
and resurfacing work being done as a part of the Ashmun Street Utilities and 
Streetscape Project.  The attached contract formalizes the cost sharing agreement 
between the City and MDOT for the design phase of this project.  
 

MDOT’s participation in the cost of this design work will be limited to the 
‘Professional Engineering’ work required for the original milling and resurfacing project 
planned by MDOT. Accordingly, MDOT’S contribution through the included contract is 
calculated to be $38,874; this contribution will be applied to the cost of the UP 
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Engineers and Architects design contract approved at the July 7, 2014 Regular Meeting 
in the amount of $120,000 in support of this project. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

That the City Commission accept MDOT Contract No. 14-5441 and authorize the 
City Manager to execute the contract. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 
 
 AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR CDBG URGENT NEED INFRASTRUCTURE 
GRANT: 
 

On July 22, 2014 the Michigan Economic Development Corporation announced 
the availability of Community Development Block Grant funding for those northern 
Michigan communities that were declared by either a state or local jurisdiction to be in a 
‘State of Emergency’ due to the deep freeze of last winter. As detailed on the included 
information, this program is intended to assist communities in recovering costs from 
infrastructure repairs required as a result of damage caused by the deep freeze.  
 

The total amount of grant funding available from the MEDC is $6,000,000 and is 
available to communities that, as noted above, have already issued a “State of 
Emergency” declaration and have also submitted the necessary documentation to the 
Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division and to 
FEMA.  This CDBG ‘Urgent Need’ grant requires a 15% local match. 
 

The City of Sault Ste. Marie has requested approximately $1,200,000 in repair 
reimbursement and system replacement funds through the City’s previous submission 
to the State and FEMA.  It is the City’s intent to request this amount again through the 
grant program outlined herein.  In the event the entire grant request is awarded to the 
City, a local match of $180,000 would be required.   
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Shimmens 
 

That the City Commission authorize administration to apply for the CDBG Urgent 
Need Infrastructure Grant for repair reimbursement and replacement of damaged 
infrastructure and other work eligible for completion through this program with the 
approval of a 30% local match commitment. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 
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 APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER #7 TO THE PULLAR RENOVATIONS 
PROJECT CONTRACT WITH MCGAHEY CONSTRUCTION: 
 

At the April 4, 2014 Regular Meeting of the City Commission the Pullar Stadium 
renovation construction contract (along with Change Order No. 1 eliminating the 
building addition) was awarded to McGahey Construction.   
 

It was identified at that time that some modifications to the existing renovation 
plans and space would be necessary as a result of eliminating the addition and further 
acknowledged that any time an existing building is being renovated there will 
undoubtedly be issues uncovered that were unexpected and not included in the original 
scope of the project (thereby necessitating changes). 
 

As this project nears completion there are additional modifications that are being 
recommended by staff for inclusion in the project.   Cost proposals provided by Mr. 
Randy McGahey are attached for your review with the items being recommended for 
approval as Change Order No. 7 being highlighted.  
 

City Engineer Basista; Parks and Recreation Director Wyers; UPEA Project 
Manager Jeremy Gagnon and City Manager Turner are in concurrence that the 
highlighted items should be included in the project.  These items have not been 
reviewed with the Fundraising Committee, however, they feel that they either meet the 
objectives of the original project or are safety related.  Other items contained within the 
cost proposal that are more discretionary in nature should be reviewed with the 
Fundraising Committee. 
 

In addition to the cost proposals referenced above, please find included a 
financial report showing overall project funding collected/pledged and expenses 
incurred as of July 31, 2014.  This report also considers the costs of Change Order No. 
7.  As a note, Change Order No. 6 addressed the display cases as was the intent of the 
original project and was approved by the City Manager since it cost less than $10,000.  
 
Change Order No. 7, if approved by the City Commission, would consist of the following 
items from the cost proposals submitted to the City by McGahey Construction on July 
15, 2014 and July 22, 2014: 
 

•Item #1 of the 7/15/2014 cost proposal ($800) would provide for the installation 
of a set of stairs to the east end of the bleachers where the handicap lift was removed.  
This was not part of the original design as it was not determined whether this lift would 
ultimately be removed during the initial design work.   
 

•Item #3 of the 7/15/2014 cost proposal ($3,774) would provide for the 
installation of a new fire alarm panel that meets code; the installation of an Ammonia 
detector and a related warning light and related trigger for the exhaust fan for safety; 
and the installation of a smoke detector in the new employee break room. 
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•Item #4 of the 7/15/2014 cost proposal ($1,850) would provide for the 

replacement of fire extinguisher boxes that are obsolete and do not have shatter proof 
glass. 
 

•Item #1 of the 7/22/2014 cost proposal ($1,900) would provide for the 
installation of a 6" vinyl baseboard in the five locker rooms that previously had carpeting 
and now will have rubber flooring to protect the walls from water damage attributable to 
mopping of the rubber floors. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission approve Change Order No. 7 for the Pullar 

Community Building Renovation project. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   
Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 

   Nays: None 
 
 APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR THE EASTERDAY AVENUE AND RIDGE 
STREET PAVING PROJECTS: 
 

Following is information regarding two areas that were scheduled for emergency 
paving repairs: 
 

•Easterday Ave.:  The final 25 feet of the flood-damaged 24” sewer main near 
Seymour was replaced.  This project began after the November 18 – November 19 
flooding when approximately 65 feet of collapsed sewer main was replaced.  The depth 
(14 feet) and size of the main required the entire width of Easterday Ave. to be 
excavated.  All underground work at this location is now complete, and the site was 
ready for paving. 
 

•Ridge St.:  The winter frost shattered over 150 feet of water main in front of the 
Fire Hall on Ridge St. requiring the main to be cut and capped and temporary water 
service, via hose from a hydrant, to be provided to the Fire Hall.  Approximately 80 feet 
of 4” PVC water main was installed on June 24, 2014 to serve the Fire Hall.  There still 
remains 70 feet of damaged main here, but all of the City's utility customers have a 
reliable water supply.  The City has requested funding from State/Federal sources to 
replace the damaged water main.   
 

Quotes were requested from the only two local paving contractors that routinely 
work in the Sault Ste. Marie, MI area:  Norris Contracting, Inc. and Payne & Dolan.  The 
City received a quote from Norris Contracting, Inc. for $14,750 for paving work on 
Easterday and $6,700 for paving work on Ridge St.   Payne and Dolan did not supply 
the City with a quote due to its tight schedule and heavy workload.   
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Norris Contracting, Inc. was contacted regarding the scheduling of this work and 

that company indicated that it also has a heavy workload and would need to get this 
work (and our other paving sites) completed by Friday, August 1, 2014.  Without this 
work being done immediately, Norris Contracting, Inc. would have had to delay the work 
until sometime in mid to late September.  Given the volume of concerns expressed over 
these areas, and the reasonable quotes received for the work solicited, City Manager 
Turner believed it to be in the best interest of the public to complete the work as soon 
as possible. 
 

To expedite the paving, an Emergency Purchase Request was completed for the 
work in accordance with the purchasing policy.  Had the typical bidding process been 
followed the paving would not be done until early fall.   
  

In accordance with the City’s purchasing policy, the Emergency Purchase 
Request was approved by both the City Manager and City Clerk prior to the acceptance 
and scheduling of the work.  All paving is [at the time of the creation of this 
memorandum] scheduled to be completed before August 1, 2014. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

That the City Commission appropriate $14,750.00 from the Sewer Depreciation 
Fund for the completion of the paving work on Easterday Avenue and $6,700.00 from 
Water Transmission & Distribution for the paving work on Ridge Street. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 

 
 APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PROPOSAL 1 ON THE 
AUGUST 5, 2014 BALLOT: 
 

Proposal 1, which would provide for the reform of personal property tax within 
the State of Michigan if passed, will be voted upon at the August 5, 2014 primary 
election. 
 

According to the Michigan Municipal League, the City of Sault Ste. Marie would 
stand to lose $549,966.10 if personal property tax collections were altogether 
eliminated.  
 

The Michigan Legislature, during its last lame duck session, considered the 
complete eliminate of personal property tax without any reimbursement mechanism at 
all being established.  
 

Accordingly, the included resolution has been prepared so that the City 
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Commission may support the passage of Proposal 1, if it so desires.  
 

A fact sheet developed by the Michigan Municipal League regarding the reform 
of personal property tax (as provided for in Proposal 1) as well as the specific legislation 
link to the ballot proposal have also been included for additional review by 
Commissioners.  
 

Moved by Commissioner Shimmens, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 
 

WHEREAS, local governments in Michigan have struggled with unstable funding 
needed to provide services; and  
 

WHEREAS, Michigan businesses have struggled with an uncompetitive tax on 
business; and  
 

WHEREAS, small businesses and manufacturers power our economy and are 
the largest contributor to job growth in Michigan; and  
 

WHEREAS, no other state in our region taxes business equipment the way 
Michigan does – and most of those states don’t tax it at all, which makes Michigan 
significantly less competitive when it comes to job creation and business investment; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, Michigan communities have struggled for years to pay for essential 
services like police, fire, ambulances, schools and jails; and  
 

WHEREAS, Michigan communities have relied on this shrinking source of 
Personal Property Tax revenue to provide other community services as well, including 
roads, transportation and libraries; and  
 

WHEREAS, with bipartisan support the Michigan Legislature has voted to reform 
the antiquated personal property tax to help increase Michigan’s competitiveness with 
other states and remove an onerous tax that will allow more business investment and 
create more jobs while providing a stable revenue source for local communities; and  
 

WHEREAS, this is not a constitutional amendment but the state constitution 
requires Michigan voters to approve certain changes in local taxes; and  
WHEREAS, local governments have struggled with unstable funding needed to provide 
services and business have struggled with an uncompetitive tax on equipment for 
years; and  
 

WHEREAS, Proposal 1 on the August 5, 2014 ballot, will make Michigan more 
competitive, which will help local communities to attract more businesses and talent and 
create local jobs; and  
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WHEREAS, Proposal 1 is supported by the Michigan Municipal League, the 
Michigan Townships Association, Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police, Michigan 
Association of Police Organizations, Michigan Community College Association, 
Michigan Farm Bureau, the Small Business Association of Michigan, Michigan Sheriffs 
Association, Michigan Chamber of Commerce, National Association of Independent 
Businesses and the Michigan Manufacturers Association, among others; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Sault Ste. Marie hereby 
expresses its strong support for Proposal 1 to eliminate the unfair double tax and 
strengthen our communities. We urge our residents/members to vote YES on Proposal 
1 on the August 5, 2014, ballot. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   

Commissioner Stefanski, and Twardy 
   Nays: None 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING AND DETAILED CHARGES AGAINST JEFFERY 
HAROLD STEFANSKI: 

 
Moved by Commission Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission add “Notice of Hearing and Detailed Charges Against 

Jeffery Harold Stefanski” to the agenda.  
 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, 

and Twardy 
  Nays: Commissioner Stefanski 
 
Mayor Bosbous asked City Attorney Cannello if the motion had to be unanimous 

to add the item to the agenda.  City Attorney Cannello informed the Commission that a 
unanimous vote is required; however, considering the matter is about Commission 
Stefanski he is unable to vote on the issue.  Therefore the Notice of Hearing and 
Detailed Charges Against Jeffery Harold Stefanski was added to the agenda. 

 
City Attorney Cannello outlined the document provided to the Commission for 

their review and asked the Commission to take the following action:  1) authorize the 
charges 2) grant immunity to any of the answers in any criminal proceedings and 3) 
authorize the Clerk to send notice of hearing. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

That the City Commission authorize the charges as outlined, grant immunity to 
any of the answers in any criminal proceedings, and authorize the Clerk to send notice 
of hearing to Jeffery Harold Stefanski. 
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Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens,   
and Commissioner Twardy 

   Nays: Commissioner Stefanski 
 

 Status Report: 
 
 Update on the Pullar Community Renovation Project: 
 
 Dan Wyers, DPW Director/Parks provided the Commission with a verbal update 
on the Pullar Community Building Renovation project.  
 
 August 5

th
 Primary Election: 

 
 Acting City Manager Troyer gave an overview of the August 5

th
 Primary Election. 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 

None 
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Twardy announced the great turnout for the Extreme Downtown 
Sidewalk Sales.  
 
 Mayor Bosbous welcomed Deputy Clerk Jen Nelson to her first City Commission 
meeting.  

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Stefanski             

 
That the meeting adjourn at 8:39 p.m. 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


