
 
March 2, 2015 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, March 
2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Stefanski, and 
Twardy 

Absent: Commissioner Lynn and Commissioner Shimmens 
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R.  

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
 That the absence of Commissioner Lynn and Shimmens be excused. 
 
 Motion carried unanimously.   
  

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, 
February 16, 2015 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the 
following boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Economic Development Corporation – January 13, 2015 
b. PEHP Police Sergeant Unit – February 12, 2015 
c. Sault Ste. Marie Housing Commission – January 15, 2015 
d. Tax Increment Financing Authority – November 11, 2014 
 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission appoint Teresa Wolski to the Airport Board to fill the 

Balance of a Term to expire January 1, 2017 
 
That the City Commission reappoint Harriet Clow and Sharon Maier for terms to 

expire July 1, 2015 and Caroline DePlonty and Doris Martin for terms to expire July 1, 
2016 to the Dial-A-Ride Local Advisory Council. 

 
Communications: 
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 That City Manager Oliver Turner and City Clerk Robin R. Troyer of the City of 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan are designated as the signatories for any agreements or 
authorizations approved by the City Commission between the Michigan Department of 
Transportation and the City of Sault Ste. Marie relating to the operation of the Dial-a-
Ride System. 
 

City Manager’s Report: 
 
That the City Commission approve a Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of 

eleven (11) months of Generic Time from MERS by David Pawley at a cost of 
$6,949.00 with the employee paying 100% of the Estimated Actuarial Costs 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Stefanski, 

and Twardy 
   Nays: None 

 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
PUBLIC HEARING OF NECESSITY ON THE PROSPECT ALLEY 

RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT: 
 

The 2013-2014 Fiscal Year budget provided for the completion of a project that 
would be undertaken to repair Prospect Alley (colloquially referred to as the Evening 
News Alley) between Arlington Street and West Spruce Street.  The proposed repairs 
would consist of pulverizing existing asphalt, reshaping, and resurfacing. 
 

As Commissioners are aware, this alley is utilized by businesses for deliveries, 
through-traffic, and employee and customer parking and also provides the only 
available access for Park Place City Center residential parking. 
 

As indicated previously, DDA Director Knepper has been in contact with property 
owners adjoining the alley and is reporting that they are unanimously in support of this 
project. The total cost for the completion of this project is estimated to be approximately 
$25,000.  Exactly 60% of the project costs would be derived from special assessments 
and 40% would be derived from previously appropriated City funds.  The actual dollar 
amount for the Special Assessments will be based on the actual bid price for the 
project.  Consequently, the Special Assessment Roll connected to this project would not 
be set until after the project is bid, a contractor is identified, and the dollar amount for 
Special Assessment is calculated. 
 

Following the February 16, 2015 Regular Meeting of the City Commission at 
which the date and time was set for a ‘Public Hearing of Necessity’, appropriate notices 
were sent to all property owners that would be affected by the Special Assessments as 
highlighted herein that informed them of the public hearing to be held at the March 2, 
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2015 Regular Meeting of the City Commission.  
 

Included for review and reference by Commissioners is a location map detailing 
the limits of the proposed Alley Improvement project; a copy of the ‘Notice of Hearing of 
Necessity’ that was distributed to property owners adjoining the alley; and a ‘Resolution 
Ordering Public Improvements’. 
 

If the City Commission continues with this Special Assessment process, the 
Engineering Department will prepare the project for bidding, and upon receipt of 
qualified bids, prepare and send a notification to all affected property owners advising 
them of the estimated costs expected to be collected through the established special 
assessment and the number of annual installments over which the assessment would 
be spread in support of this project.  At the same time, the property owners would also 
be advised of the time and place for the ‘Public Roll Hearing’ to be held by the City 
Commission regarding the project. Construction is expected to occur in the summer of 
2015. 

 
The Mayor allowed for public comments there were no comments from the public 

therefore the following action was taken: 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 

WHEREAS, this is the time and the place and the meeting of the City 
Commission set for considering and taking action upon Prospect Alley Improvements, 
Special Assessment Roll No. ST-01-15. 

 
WHEREAS, this Commission has duly heard and considered all suggestions, 

protests and petitions in reference to the suggested improvements, together with all 
matters pertaining thereto. 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the aforementioned public improvements 

are hereby declared to be necessary public improvements and said work is hereby 
ordered to be completed. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a portion of the estimated cost for the project 

shall be paid for by the City at large, and that a portion of the cost shall be assessed 
against the adjacent benefitting properties according to square footage, said costs to be 
assessed in ten (10) annual installments with interest to be assessed on the unpaid 
balance at the rate of 6.0 percent; 

 
The following described property is hereby fixed as the district over which the 

assessment to pay the cost and expense thereof shall be levied: 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
051-142-135-00 051-142-137-00 051-142-139-00 051-142-141-00 
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051-142-142-00 051-142-143-50     
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the period of usefulness is determined to be 

Fifteen (15) years and upwards. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City’s portion of the cost and expense of 

such improvement shall be met from monies appropriated for such purpose, and that 
the remaining sum shall be paid from Special Assessments to be levied therefor. 

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing for Confirmation of the 

Special Assessment Roll No. ST-01-15 will be scheduled once bids have been received 
and reviewed for the project. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Stefanski, Twardy, and Mayor 

Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

 
PUBLIC HEARING AND AUTHORIZATION FOR A SUBMISSION OF A 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION FOR AMI 
INDUSTRIES JOB TRAINING GRANT (A) PUBLIC HEARING (B) APPROVAL OF AN 
AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION: 
 

AMI Industries increased its local workforce to 100 employees in the summer of 
2014 and has since then continued to grow steadily.  Currently, AMI Industries has 
approximately 110 employees and has plans to expand into the 20,000 square foot 
vacant wing of its existing building.  As a result of this expansion, AMI Industries plans 
to hire 100 new employees over a two (2) year period of time. AMI Industries has 
requested job training assistance from the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC) through a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program 
to support this expansion.  A CDBG grant offer in the amount of $500,000 was received 
by AMI Industries for on-the-job training connected to this growth.   
 

As additional background, AMI Industries is a tubular manufacturer for the 
automotive, heavy construction, agriculture, recreational, and light and heavy truck 
industries.  Throughout its expansion, AMI Industries intends to invest $3,700,000 and 
create 100 new jobs within the community over the next two (2) years.  Sault Ste. Marie 
was in direct competition with the State of Indiana for these new jobs. Mr. Les Thornton, 
CFO for AMI Industries, has indicated that the Sault has the workforce needed to 
support the company’s continued growth, and that with the help of the EDC and the 
EUP Michigan Works staff, AMI Industries will be able to recruit and train the 100 new 
workers needed for this planned expansion.  The EDC Board has supported the 
submission of the included CDBG application by the City to the MEDC for AMI 
Industries to obtain job training funds in the amount of $500,000.   
 

As EDC Executive Director Claus notes in her included memorandum, both she 
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and Mr. Thornton had a scheduling conflict that prevented their being in attendance 
while this item is acted upon by the City Commission. More specifically, the 2015 
Governor’s Education and Economic Summit held in the City of Detroit happens to 
coincide with the March 2, 2015 Regular Meeting of the City Commission.  If necessary, 
the EDC and AMI Industries would be available to answer any questions, as soon as 
possible, that may arise regarding this agenda item. Ultimately, the administration and 
EDC truly appreciate the investments being made in the community by AMI Industries.   

 
The Mayor allowed for public comments.  There were no comments from the 

public therefore the following action was taken: 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 
 

Authorizing Resolution for the Submission of a Community Development Block 
Grant Application for AMI Industries, Inc. 

 
WHEREAS, assisting the location or expansion of companies that create new 

jobs is a priority for the City of Sault Ste. Marie; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed AMI Industries, Inc. Job Training Project will assist the 

creation of 100 new manufacturing jobs in the City of Sault Ste. Marie and is consistent 
with the City’s Master Plan; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) offers 

grant funds for assisting companies with job training; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie has requested Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) funding in the amount of $500,000 from the MEDC; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the local community 

development plan as described in the application and that at least 51% of the 
beneficiaries of the proposed project would be low and moderate income persons; and, 

 
WHEREAS, no project costs will be incurred prior to a formal grant award, 

completion of the environmental review procedures and a formal, written authorization 
to incur costs is received from the MEDC. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Sault Ste. Marie authorizes 

submittal of a CDBG Application in the amount of $500,000 for the AMI Industries, Inc. 
Job Training Project.  

 
FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that Oliver Turner, City Manager is authorized to 

execute the application form and attachments on behalf of the City, sign the grant 
agreement, and serve as the certifying officer for the environmental review. 
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Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Stefanski, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 
and Commissioner Bauer 

  Nays: None 
 

SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE VII OFF ROAD 
VEHICLES SECTIONS 24-158, 24-159, AND 24-167 OF THE SAULT STE. MARIE 
CODE TO ADD SUBSECTION (F) TO SEC. 24-158, AMEND SUBSECTION 24-
159(D), AND AMEND SUBSECTION 24-167: 
 

At its February 16, 2015 Regular Meeting, the City Commission unanimously 
approved a first reading of the included, proposed ordinance pertaining to the 
designation of ORV trails. At that time, the Commission scheduled a second reading for 
this ordinance for the March 2, 2015 Regular Meeting. The background information 
below has remained unchanged from the original presentation of the same during the 
February 16, 2015 Regular Meeting of the City Commission. 
  

Specifically, during a recent meeting with the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), City staff became aware of an opportunity to improve the quality of 
the trail between South Street and Ashmun Bay Park. Provided the City would be willing 
to designate portions of South Street and the Ashmun Bay Park Trail as open to Off-
Road Vehicles (ORVs), the DNR would pay to upgrade and maintain the surface of the 
Ashmun Bay Park Trail and also install vault toilet restroom facilities at a new trail-head 
located in Ashmun Bay Park. 
 

As indicated at the February 16, 2015 Regular Meeting, there is presently no 
mechanism within City's Code of Ordinances that allows the City Commission to make 
such designations. The proposed, included ordinance would create such a mechanism, 
and allow the City Commission to designate portions of City streets and rights-of-way as 
well as City alleys, parks or parking lots as being open to ORV use through the 
adoption of a resolution. 
 

If the proposed, included ordinance amendments were to be adopted, a separate 
item would be brought before the City Commission at a later date (and most likely 
during the month of March) to formally designate the necessary sections of South 
Street and Ashmun Bay Park Trail as being open to ORV use in an effort to satisfy the 
DNR’s designation requirements as highlighted herein. 
 

A copy of the current City ordinance governing ORV use within the City has been 
included along with an aerial photograph detailing the area of potential trail 
improvement. The location of the trailhead and restroom facilities would be determined 
at a later date. 
 

It should be noted that the administration reached out by mail to the owners of 
the three residential structures along South Street by which the proposed ORV trail 
would pass asking for comment on the proposal. As of February 26, 2015, no 
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comments had been received regarding the same. 
 
The Mayor allowed for public comment.  There were no comments from the 

public therefore the following action was taken: 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 24-158, 24-159, AND 24-167 OF THE 
SAULT STE. MARIE CODE TO ADD SUBSECTION (f) TO SEC. 24-158, AMEND 
SUBSECTION 24-159(d) AND AMEND SUBSECTION 24-167 OF SAID CODE. 

 
THE CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1.  That Section 24-158, Section 24-159, and Section 24-167 of the 

Sault Ste. Marie Code shall be amended to read as follows with added language being 
underlined: 

 
Sec. 24-158. Conditions under which operation is allowed – Generally. 
 
(f) An ORV operated on a street or right-of-way, or section thereof, so 

designated for ORV use by resolution of the city commission. 
 
Sec. 24-159. Same – Additional conditions and prohibitions. 
 
(c) No person shall operate an ORV on any city alley, city park, or city parking 

lot, except those so designated by resolution of the city commission. 
 
(d) No person shall operate an ORV on any city street or sidewalk, except as 

so designated by resolution of the city commission. 
 
Sec. 24-167. Operation near dwellings. 
 
No person shall operate an ORV within one hundred (100) feet of any dwelling or 

house in the City of Sault Ste. Marie, except where such operation is on an ORV trail 
designated by resolution of the city commission. 

 
Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after its adoption and 

publication. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Stefanski, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Bauer, and Gerrie 
   Nays: None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
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FROM DIAL-A RIDE (A) APPROVAL OF OPERATIONS PLAN (B) APPROVAL 
OF OPERATING BUDGET FOR THE PROGRAM YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 
2015 (C) RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR STATE AND FEDERAL 
ASSISTANCE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016: 
 

Annually the City of Sault Ste. Marie makes application to the Department of 
Transportation for operating funds for the Dial-A-Ride bus system as administered by 
the Community Action Agency for the City of Sault Ste. Marie. As part of the City's 
agreement with Community Action for the operation of the bus system the Community 
Action Agency is required to submit an operating plan and budget to the City 
Commission prior to March 15th of each year. The attached plan has no changes 
proposed from the current operating year. Attachment B includes the revenue and 
expense schedules for the Dial-A-Ride system for the 2016 program year, which begins 
October 1, 2015. The request in State operating assistance is $149,391.20 and 
$65,920.00 in Federal operating assistance. The City's contribution will remain at 
$92,313.59 for the 2016 program year. 
 

The resolution authorizing the application for State financial assistance in 
accordance with Act 51 was provided for your review. This year's resolution includes 
both Ron Calery's and Ken Stott's name as Transportation Coordinator for Public 
Transportation. Ken Stott has cleared this with the Michigan Department of 
Transportation. 
 

The local Advisory Council for Dial-A-Ride recommends that the City 
Commission approve the fiscal year 2016 funding proposal. 

 
 Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Twardy 

 
That the City Commission accept the operating plan for the fiscal year beginning 

October 1, 2015. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Bauer, Gerrie, and Stefanski 
  Nays: None 

 
 Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Twardy 

 
That the City Commission approve the proposed budget for Dial-A-Ride with 

$412,000.00 in proposed revenue and $412,000.00 in expenses for the 2016 fiscal year 
beginning October 1, 2015. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Stefanski, 

and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
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 Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission approve a resolution of intent to apply for financial 

assistance for the fiscal year 2016 (which begins October 1, 2015) under Act 51 of 
Public Acts of 1951 authorizing an application for State financial assistance and 
appointing Ron Calery and/or Ken Stott as the Transportation Coordinator for all public 
transportation matters. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Stefanski, Twardy, and Mayor 

Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
AUTHORIZATION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT WITH UP 

ENGINEERS AND ARCHITECTS FOR PULLAR COMMUNITY BUILDING 
RENOVATION PROJECT: 
 

As you know, the Pullar Community Building Renovation Project originally 
included a proposed addition to the building that included a Zamboni room, shop, staff 
room, additional locker room and renovations/modifications to the Eagles locker room.  
Due to budgetary constraints the addition was removed from phase I of the project.  
Furthermore, the existing northwest men’s restroom that was to be eliminated with a 
new restroom as part of the original addition was not added to the original renovation 
plan. 
 

With the main renovations to the Pullar Community Building in Phase I 
successfully completed, the decision has been made to move forward with a smaller 
addition to house the Zamboni and provide room for storing spare rink glass, and to 
perform the renovations to the northwest men’s restroom.  
 

UP Engineers and Architects has submitted a Proposal to perform Engineering 
services for the design and construction of a 1,180 Square Foot addition and remodel 
the northwest bathroom.  Their proposal includes design, bidding and construction 
administrative services.  UP Engineers has proposed a fee of $20,000 as an 
Amendment to the original Professional Services Agreement for the Pullar project dated 
September 18, 2013.  This brings the total Amended Contract Amount for UP 
Engineers to $133,574 for the Pullar Project. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 

 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute the UP 

Engineers & Architects Amendment in the Amount of $18,500 for design, bidding and 
engineering administration services for the restroom renovation and Zamboni addition 
at the Pullar. 
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Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Stefanski, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

and Commissioner Bauer 
  Nays: None 

 
APPROVAL OF A DESIGN ENGINEERING CONTRACT WITH C2AE FOR 

UTILITY REPAIRS PER RFP (B-01-15): 
 
 On January 19, 2015 the Engineering Department released a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for the design of utility repairs associated with the City’s recent receipt 
of awarded ‘Urgent Need’ grant funds.  The RFP was publicly released and made 
available to all interested bidders.  
 

Three proposals were submitted to the City in response to the RFP and 
subsequently reviewed by City Engineer Basista and DPW Director Moreau.  The 
proposals were evaluated based upon the relevant experiences of each respondent, 
the experience of each respondent with Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
projects, specific project understanding, the current capacity of each firm to accomplish 
the necessary work within the required time frame, and the fees that would be charged 
by each respondent. Below is a summary of the bid results from each firm that 
responded to the RFP: 
 
Firm Name           Score     Staff Hours                       Fee 
C2AE            100                        128                    $12,100 
NDG                         96                        305                    $21,611 
Sidock Group        94                        158                    $14,461 
 

Upon a review of all of the proposals submitted by those companies responding 
to the RFP against the criteria outlined herein, the preferred firm to complete this work 
was identified to be C2AE. 
 

It should be noted that while the RFP included design work for water main 
repairs along Riverside Drive (Project 1) and along Sova Street, Gros Cap Avenue, and 
Ridge Street (Project 2), City Engineer Basista decided to bring the design for the 
Project 2 streets in-house; therefore, the fees noted are for the engineering design of 
the water main repairs along Riverside Drive only. 
 

As Commissioners are aware, the scope of work funded through the Urgent 
Needs grant program covers the replacement of water mains along Riverside Drive, 
Sova Street, Gros Cap Avenue, Ridge Street, and Maple Street and storm sewer 
replacement work on East Spruce Street.   
 

Importantly, the Maple Street water main repairs and East Spruce Street storm 
sewer repairs have been proposed by City Engineer Basista to be included in the CSO 
C-3 project by the execution of a change order with Bacco for construction and C2AE 
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for design and are expected to be completed this summer, with final paving at these 
areas anticipated to occur in June of 2016.   
 

As noted, the water main repairs along Sova Street, Gros Cap Avenue, and 
Ridge Street will be designed in-house by the Engineering Department and 
subsequently be put out to bid in May, for construction this summer. Finally, the 
Riverside Drive water main repair work (which is the most substantial portion of this 
project) is being proposed for engineering design by C2AE, with construction bidding for 
this work expected to occur early this summer and actual construction expected to 
occur late this summer. 

 
City Engineer Linda Basista gave and overview of the project and answered 

questions from the Commission. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with 

C2AE for the completion of engineering design services for the completion of Utility 
Repairs along Riverside Drive, in the amount of $12,100. 
  

Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Stefanski, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 
Commissioner Bauer, and Gerrie 

  Nays: None 
 

Status Report: 
 
DPW Director Jim Moreau gave an update on the Water/Sewer Department 

issues and concerns relating to the 2014/2015 winter season.  Mr. Moreau indicated 
that 354 locations are currently on let run, they’ve completed 75 thaws, and repaired 9 
water main breaks. 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 

Dan Dasho of Cloverland Electric gave a brief update on the status of the UP 
Electric Rates. 
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 7:55 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


