
 
June 19, 2017 

 
A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 

the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, June 
19, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy 
Absent: Commissioner Gage 

 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 
Troyer, and various department heads 

 
 Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
 That the absence of Commissioner Gage be excused. 
 
 Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 CVB Director Linda Hoath presented Mayor Bosbous with a framed picture of the 
State Christmas Tree from Sault Ste. Marie at the State Capital Building.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, May 
15, 2017 and the Special City Commission meeting of May 16, 2017 be approved as 
written and circulated and the minutes of the following boards and commissions 
received and placed on file: 

 
a. Airport Advisory Board – May 11, 2017 
b. Economic Development Corporation – May 9, 2017 
c. Historical  Development  Commission – June 13, 2017 
d. Zoning Board of Appeals – May 18, 2017 

 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission confirm the Mayors appointment of Joe Gallagher to 

the Planning Commission to fill the balance of a term to expire on April 19, 2019. 
 
That the City Commission appointment of Sabrina Oshelski to the Police and 
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Fire Pension Board for an indefinite term. 
 
That the City Commission accept the resignation from the Zoning Board of 

Appeals from Andrew Barneby from a term that expires on June 1, 2019 and send a 
letter of appreciation for his service on this Board. 
 

Communications: 
 
That the City Commission approve an appropriation of $2,500 of Osborn Trust 

funds to the Chippewa County Historical Society toward the cost of Rendezvous in the 
Sault History Fest. 
 
 That the City Commission adopt the resolution as attached to release the utility 
easement rights over the requested area. 
 
 Special Orders of Business: 
 

 WHEREAS, a certain report concerning the necessity for street 
construction including sub-base and base reconstruction, concrete curb & gutter, 
bituminous pavement, drainage improvements, and restoration work on the following 
street: 
 

W 4th Avenue – From Ash Street to Hyde Street (ST-03-17)   
 
has been submitted to this Commission together with a location map and approximate 
estimate of the cost thereof, and 
 

WHEREAS, this is the next regular meeting of this Commission after the 
submission of said report, map and approximate estimate of the cost of said 
improvements. 
 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that Monday, the 17th day of July, 2017, at 
7:00 o’clock P.M. at the Commission Chambers in the City Hall, 225 E. Portage 
Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, is set as the time and place of meeting at which 
this Commission will consider and take action upon the necessity for improvements on 
Special Assessment Project No. ST-03-17. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That notice and an opportunity to be heard 
thereon to all persons liable to be assessed therefore be given as in the Charter and 
Ordinance in such cases made and provided. 
  

City Manager’s Report: 
 
That the City Commission approve the proposal submitted by Associated 

Refrigeration Services, Inc. of Grand Rapids, Michigan for the Pullar Community 
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Building calcium chloride pump and electrical upgrade project in the amount not to 
exceed $16,229.80. 
 

That the City Commission approve a budget of $42,857 for the 1st installment 
toward the traffic signals per the Meijer Site Development Agreement as presented. 
 

That the City Commission approve the presented resolution, approving the 
acceptance of a Michigan Department of Natural Resources Waterways grant in the 
amount of $32,500, and authorize City Manager Oliver Turner to execute project related 
documents. 
 

That the City Commission approve out of state travel by the City Manager for the 
annual ICMA conference. 

 
That the City Commission approve that Central Savings Bank, Huntington Bank, 

PNC Bank, Old Mission Bank, mBank, Charles Schwab, Fidelity Investments, The Bank 
of New York Mellon, US Bank and Michigan CLASS along with its custodian bank of 
Wells Fargo Bank, be authorized depositories for City operating funds for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018. 

 
That the City Commission authorize the police department to hire a third school 

crossing guard who will be assigned to the intersection of Marquette and Minneapolis. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Mayor Bosbous to remove item 2E1 from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Award of the Scoreboard Project for Pullar Community Building: 
 
Sealed bid proposals marked "Scoreboard - Pullar Stadium B-20-17" were 

advertised for and received by the City Clerk. A walk through was held at the Pullar 
Community Building on Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. with two (2) general 
contractors in attendance. Sealed bids were opened at the office of the City Clerk at 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 14, 2017 with two (2) sealed bids being opened and 
publicly read. 

 
The project consists of removal of the old scoreboards, purchase and installation 

of a new 4 sided scoreboard located at center ice, and structure and electrical work 
necessary for project completion. 

 
U.P. Engineers & Architects, Inc. (UPEA) reviewed the project work items with 

the low bidder (Roy Electric) based on the submitted bid proposal. Due to limitations in 
the construction budget for this project, the bids were broken down into the base bid to 
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provide and install the scoreboard and two (2) alternates. Alternate one (1) is to include 
electronic team name capability to the scoreboard and Alternate two (2) is to provide an 
additional wireless controller. 

 
It is UPEA's recommendation to proceed with the project as follows: 
 
Award the bid to Roy Electric Company, Inc. of Sault Sainte Marie to include the 

base bid ($54,425) and alternate #2 ($1,375) for a total project cost of $55,800. 
Additional funding is available in the budget for this item to allow for any unforeseen 
contingency. 

 
Assistant DPW/Parks Director Wyers presented on this matter. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie  
 
That the City Commission award the "Scoreboard - Pullar Stadium B-20-17" 

project to Roy Electric Company, Inc. of Sault Sainte Marie in the amount of $55,800 for 
the detailed work as presented as they were the low bidder meeting all specifications. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, and 

Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE RESIGNATION OF COMMISSIONER GAGE 
 
As Commissioners and the community are aware, Commissioner Jay Gage 

submitted his resignation during the June 5, 2017 regular meeting of the City 
Commission. 

 
Section 5.7 of the City of Sault Ste. Marie Charter (Filling vacancies in the offices 

of mayor and commissioner) states the following: 
 
(a) Except as provided in the other paragraphs of this section, vacancies in the 

offices of Mayor and Commissioner shall, within thirty days, be filled for the unexpired 
term of the officer whose office has become vacant, by appointment by a majority vote 
of the members of the Commission then in office of a person possessing the 
qualifications for the office. If a Commissioner be appointed as Mayor, such 
appointment shall not alter such appointee's term as a member of the Commission but 
shall create a vacancy in the office of Commissioner for the unexpired term of the 
former Mayor. 

 
(b) If any vacancy in the office of Mayor or Commissioner is not so filled within 

the said thirty days after such vacancy occurs, or if four or five simultaneous vacancies 
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exist in the offices of Mayor and Commissioners, such vacancies shall be filled for the 
respective unexpired terms at a special election. Such special election shall be called 
by the Clerk within ten days after the occurrence of four or five simultaneous vacancies, 
or after the expiration of said thirty-day period, as the case may be. The special election 
shall be held not less than forty days nor more than sixty days after the date on which it 
is called.  

 
In connection with any such special election, no primary election shall be held 

and no declaration of intention shall be required. Candidates shall be nominated by 
petitions in a manner identical to that provided in Sections 3.11 to 3.13 inclusive, except 
that the affidavit of qualifications shall be filed with the petition; the names of all 
qualified candidates who file valid and sufficient nomination petitions within the time 
provided in Section 3.11 shall be certified to the Election Commission and placed on 
the ballot; and all other election provisions of this charter not inconsistent with this 
Section 5.7 shall govern. 
 

At such election if there are vacancies in the office of Commissioner for varying 
unexpired terms, candidates equal to the number of vacancies for the longer unexpired 
term receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected to fill such vacancies, and 
candidates equal to the number of vacancies for the shorter unexpired term receiving 
the next highest number of votes in order shall be elected to fill such vacancies. 
 

(c) Notwithstanding the foregoing, no vacancy in the office of Commissioner shall 
be filled either by appointment or by special election if the term of office of the person 
whose office has become vacant expires within sixty days after the vacancy occurs. 

 
(d) If six or seven simultaneous vacancies exist in the offices of Mayor and 

Commissioners, and notwithstanding Section 5.7(c), such vacancies shall be filled for 
the respective unexpired terms by appointment by the Circuit Judge of Chippewa 
County. In case he is unable to act or fails to so act within ten days after such 
simultaneous vacancies occur, any remaining appointments shall be made by the 
Governor of Michigan. 

 
(e) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the filling of vacancies 

resulting from recall. 
 
As Commissioners are aware, City Attorney Cannello has previously advised that 

the thirty-day period of time within which an appointment could be made would begin at 
the time at which the resignation from Commissioner Gage is accepted by the City 
Commission. Accordingly, if the acceptance of this resignation occurs at the June 19, 
2017 regular meeting of the City Commission, this window of time would extend to July 
19, 2017. 

 
Finally, it should be noted that Commissioner Gage served on the Dial-A-Ride 

Advisory Council, the Recycling Committee, the Tree Commission, and the ad-hoc 
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committee that was formed to review existing City ordinances for elimination and/or 
modernization. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 
That the City Commission accept the presented letter of resignation from Jay 

Gage. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Round 1 Appointment City Commission Vacancy Nominations: 
 
Mayor Bosbous nominated Greg Collins     
Commissioner Baker nominated Josh Billington 
Commissioner Bauer – None  
Commissioner Gerrie - None 
Commissioner Lynn - None 
Commissioner Twardy nominated Caine Vandermolen 
 
Greg Collins received votes from Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Lynn & Gerrie 
Josh Billington received votes from Commissioner Baker and Bauer 
Caine Vandermolen received one vote from Commissioner Twardy 
 
Nomination failed. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission table the vacancy appointment to the July 3, 2017 City 

Commission meeting. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, and Baker 
  Nays: Mayor Bosbous 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON CONFIRMATION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL 

FOR SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS (SW-01-17) 
 
At the meeting of June 5, 2017, the City Commission conducted the Public 

Hearing of Necessity of the sidewalk replacement project and adopted the Resolution 
Ordering Public Improvement. 223 Ashmun Street was tabled upon the request of the 
property owner. 

 
Furthermore, the City Commission scheduled the Public Hearing on the 

Confirmation of the Special Assessment Roll for the sidewalk project to be held at the 
City Commission Meeting of June 19, 2017. The bidding process is complete, and the 
actual price per square foot from a construction contract that is recommended for 
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execution contingent upon the Special Assessment Roll being confirmed has been 
used to figure the Special Assessments on the project. 

 
Since the notices for the Public Hearing of Necessity were issued a portion on 

Magazine Street was reduced after the Public Informational meeting where the property 
owner asked for a review, a portion on Fort Street was reduced to accommodate the 
ADA ramp approach, and a small portion on Ashmun Street was tabled at the Public 
Hearing of Necessity. The Special Assessment Roll presented reflects all of these 
changes. 

 
The Mayor conducted a Public Hearing on the Special Assessment Roll for the 

proposed sidewalk project: SW-01-17.  There were no comments from the public 
therefore the following action was taken:  

 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
WHEREAS, this is the time and the place and the meeting of the City Commission 

set for considering and taking action upon the Ashmun, Magazine, Fort, Gros Cap, 
Summit, Valley, W Portage & Young Sidewalk Replacement project, designated as 
Special Assessment Roll No. SW-01-17. 
 

WHEREAS, this Commission has duly heard and considered all suggestions, 
protests and petitions in reference to the suggested improvements, together with all 
matters pertaining thereto. 
 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that a portion of the estimated cost for the project 
shall be paid for by the City at large, and that a portion of the cost shall be assessed 
against the adjacent benefiting properties according to foot frontage, said costs to be 
assessed in ten (10) annual installments with interest to be assessed on the unpaid 
balance at the rate of 6.0 percent; 
 

The following described property is hereby fixed as the district over which the 
assessment to pay the cost and expense thereof shall be levied: 
 
 PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 

051-008-007-00  051-141-025-00  051-141-026-00  051-142-056-00 

051-142-143-00  051-144-188-00  051-144-189-00  051-144-190-00 

051-278-010-00  051-291-001-00  051-291-008-00  051-291-015-50 

051-415-002-00  051-104-001-00  051-148-402-00  051-866-004-00 

051-866-003-50  051-223-010-00  051-223-008-00  051-148-385-00 

       
 

      

       

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the period of usefulness is determined to be 
Twenty (20) years and upwards. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City’s portion of the cost and expense of 
such improvement shall be met from monies appropriated for such purpose, and that 
the remaining sum shall be paid from Special Assessments to be levied therefore. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker, and Bauer 
  Nays: None 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
 FROM SAULT EVENTS – UPDATE ON THE GREAT RACE 
 
 Ms. Mary Jo Duvall presented at the June 19, 2017 Regular Meeting of the City 
Commission and update to the City Commission regarding the upcoming Great Race 
event. 
 

ANGEL PROGRAM 
 
In an attempt to assist people struggling with addiction and reduce drug demand, 

the Michigan State Police, along with its law enforcement partners, have now joined 
almost 200 police departments nation-wide in the Angel Program, a pre-arrest diversion 
program. The Angel Program allows someone with a drug addiction to walk into a state 
police post or police station and seek help for their addiction, without the fear of arrest 
or investigation.  

 
Michigan State Police Trooper Nathan Grenfell gave a short presentation on the 

program. 
 
FROM SHAWN ATTO - DISCUSSION ON ALLOWING A MARIJUANA 

DISPENSARY IN SAULT STE. MARIE 
 
Mr. Atto has requested an opportunity to address the City Commission about 

allowing a medical marijuana facility within the City of Sault Ste. Marie. 
 
As a bit of background, a face sheet produced by the Michigan Municipal League 

regarding the 'Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act' (MMFLA) that was signed by 
Governor Snyder on September 21, 2016 has been included. 

 
Among other provisions, the Act allows municipalities to choose whether to allow 

any marijuana facilities within their jurisdictions. If a municipality were to take no action, 
no facilities would be allowed. A municipality that would wish to allow these facilities 
must enact an ordinance explicitly authorizing them. 
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For further reference, this Act, being Public Act 281 of 2016, has been included. 
Additionally, other background information has been included for review by the City 
Commission. 

 
According to this background information, a person cannot apply to the state for 

a license of any kind under the MMFLA until December 15, 2017. In addition, no one 
can apply to the state for a license of any kind under the MMFLA unless the 
municipality has adopted an ordinance authorizing that type of facility. 

 
Information can also be obtained at the following link (MSU Extension) regarding 

this topic: 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/planning/zoning/medical_marihuana_facilities_licensing_
act#FactSheet. 

 
Finally, the language included within the City of Sault Ste. Marie's zoning 

ordinance that regulates medical marihuana caregiver operations as a home-based 
business use has been included with this agenda item. The minutes from the January 
16, 2012 Regular Meeting at which this language was adopted has also been included 
for review by the City Commission. 

 
Shawn Atto addressed the City Commission. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the City Commission receive the presentation from Shawn Atto and place it 

on file.  
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker, Bauer, and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
APPROVAL OF NEW AMBULANCE FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
 
On May 26, 2017 a bid opening was held at the City Clerk’s office for a type III 

ambulance for the Fire Department. A type III ambulance consists of a van-chassis and 
a box style patient compartment, essentially the same style body configuration the 
department utilizes now. 

 
Six vendors submitted bids with a total of fifteen ambulances for consideration. 

The bids ranged from custom built units to basic entry-level ambulances. The highest 
bid came in at $235,398.00 for a 2016 demo ambulance. The lowest bid submitted was 
for $115,485.00 for a 2015 demo, which strayed far from what the department 
advertised. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/planning/zoning/medical_marihuana_facilities_licensing_act#FactSheet
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/planning/zoning/medical_marihuana_facilities_licensing_act#FactSheet
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Reasons for the increased cost in ambulances across the board (compared to 

the last time the City sought bids) are varied, and include an enhanced locking system 
for all ambulance cots, updated Federal Department of Transportation safety 
standards, and updates in the electrical systems for LED lighting and exhaust 
emissions for diesel engines. 

 
Other safety features include 3M reflective chevron decals, which would be 

affixed to the rear surface of the vehicle. These decals make emergency vehicles twice 
to three times more visible. Additionally added to specifications was an animal collision 
guard. 

 
Having a guard designed to protect the front of the ambulance may not only save 

money from costly repairs in the long run, but also allow the Paramedics on transfers to 
make a quick assessment of any damage after an animal collision, report the accident 
to proper authorities and continue taking the patient to the destination facility without 
the dangerous and uncomfortable situation of turning the patient over to another 
ambulance crew on the side of the road. 

 
Twelve of the remaining fifteen ambulances failed to meet department 

specifications due to being powered with a Ford V10 gasoline engine, which would be 
not necessarily, be economical in regards to fuel consumption, among other factors. 

 
The preferred bid in the amount of $189,580.00 was from R&R Fire Truck Repair 

Inc. of Northville, MI, which submitted a bid for a custom build to order Type III LifeLine 
Ambulance on a 2016 GMC G-4500 Chassis with a 6.6L Duramax diesel engine. 

 
LifeLine’s bid included build specs, which exceed the departmental specs, 

advertised. The warranties for LifeLine ambulances include 5-Year / 60,000 Mile 
warranties for the conversion, a 10 year /100,000 Mile warranty for minor and major 
electrical problems, not to mention excellent warranties for paint and hardware. One of 
the most appealing factors for choosing this vendor is the Fire Department has been 
successfully utilizing R&R Fire Truck Repair for all of our Fire Truck maintenance and 
repair services for years. 

 
According to Fire Chief LaBonte this vehicle would serve the City of Sault Ste. 

Marie in the safest and most cost efficient manner, while causing the fewest 
breakdowns in the long run. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the City Commission transfer $29,580 from the Fire Equipment 

Replacement Reserve to the Ambulance Capital Equipment line item; 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 
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Baker, Bauer, Gage, and Lynn 
  Nays: None  
 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission accept the bid from R&R Fire Truck Repair Inc. of 

Northville Inc. for the purchase of one Type III custom built ambulance for the amount 
of $189,580 based on presented information prepared by Fire Chief LaBonte that the 
presented vehicle would best meet the needs of the community. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Gage, Lynn, 

and Twardy 
  Nays: None  
 
AWARD A CONTRACT FOR SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT: 
 
On May 2, 2017, one sealed bid was received through the City’s established 

purchasing policy for approximately 7,118 sq. ft. of sidewalk replacement on Ashmun, 
Magazine, Fort, Gros Cap, Summit, Valley, West Portage & Young Streets. An 
advertisement was placed in the local newspaper, on the City’s website, and a copy of 
the bid was distributed to Marquette Builders Exchange. 

 
The results of the bid opening follows: 
• Darling Concrete (11243 S. Riverside Dr., Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783) - 

$58,881.00 
 
As the Commission knows, the Sidewalk Replacement project will be funded 

50% by a Special Assessment upon the adjacent property owners with the City paying 
the full share of the assessment on property that it owns. On June 5, 2017, the City 
Commission held a Hearing of Necessity and confirmed the necessity of this project 
and scheduled a Public Hearing to confirm the Special Assessment Roll for the June 
19, 2017 regular meeting. In an earlier agenda item, the City Commission held the 
Public Hearing. The amount of the Special Assessment is based on the bid price for the 
construction contract. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission award a contract to Darling Concrete, LLC for 

sidewalk replacement on areas of Ashmun, Magazine, Fort, Gros Cap, Summit, Valley, 
W Portage & Young in the amount of $58,881. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, and 

Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 
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AWARD OF BID FOR AUDIT SERVICES FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 
30, 2017: 

 
On May 2, 2017 the City of Sault Ste. Marie requested proposals from qualified 

firms of certified public accountants to audit its financial statements for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2017, with the option of auditing its financial statements for each of the 
four subsequent fiscal years. A request for proposals was distributed to fifteen firms, 
advertised in the Sault News and posted on the City website. A pre-proposal 
conference was held on May 10, 2017 during which questions were asked and 
answered and a written summary was distributed to all interested firms. Proposals were 
due on Thursday, June 8, and those submitted were evaluated City Manager Oliver 
Turner, Deputy City Manager Robin Troyer, Finance Director Kristin Collins, and Staff 
Accountant/Deputy Treasurer David Pawley. 

 
The Clerk’s Office was in receipt of the following proposals: 
 
1.  Dennis Gartland & Niergarth of Traverse City 
2.  Anderson, Tackman & Co. of Kincheloe 
3.  Rehman Robson of Traverse City 
4.  Gabridge & Company, PLC of Grand Rapids 
5.  Abraham & Gaffney, PC of East Lansing 
 
All five proposals were reviewed for audit approach and any outstanding or 

unusual features. Finding no overriding concerns, the three highest cost proposals were 
eliminated, including Dennis Gartland & Niergarth, Abraham and Gaffney, and 
Rehmann Group at the 2017 rates of $59,800, $42,200 and $36,250 respectively. 

 
The two lowest prices were submitted by Anderson Tackman at $32000 and 

Gabridge & Co at $28,065. Gabridge actually quoted $25,565, but would add $2,500 
per year for performance of a single audit services for which the City is usually qualified. 
Both firms quoted amounts for four subsequent years, and over that period of time, 
Anderson Tackman would cost $165,000 versus Gabridge’s total of $145,065, a 
difference of almost $20,000 over that period. 

 
As the Commission may be aware, Anderson Tackman out of Kinross had 

performed the City audit for many years, and had prepared the audit as recently as 
June 30, 2013 prior to the switch to DG&N. Anderson Tackman’s team is led by Partner 
Ken Talsma, who attended the preproposal conference in person, and was routinely 
present during field work and actively participated in every facet of past audits. 

 
Nothing in Gabridge & Co’s proposal was of particular concern for the review 

team. Gabridge has experience with 140 governmental and non-profit clients, and quite 
a few listed in the Upper Peninsula. Reference checks were conducted on Gabridge & 
Co. Finance Director Collins reached out to Chippewa County Deputy Administrator 
Kelly Church (as the County utilizes this company). Fairly positive comments were 
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received but one fact stated about the County audit was that the principal who 
presented the audit had not participated in fieldwork and had never met involved 
individuals prior to the meeting. 

 
Deputy Treasurer Pawley spoke with a listed reference that had positive 

feedback about the firm, saying that they were efficient and there were no unwelcomed 
surprises. However, City Manager Turner spoke with a number City Managers whose 
municipalities are clients of Gabridge, and he received some negative feedback from at 
least one client. This client had problems with fieldwork and subsequent adjusting 
entries, and an issue because the presenter was not the person who completed the 
fieldwork and provided inaccurate information to the governing body. The statement 
that the presenting auditor was relatively unknown to the client and had not participated 
in the audit fieldwork was heard from our contacts at Chippewa County as well. 

 
It was generally agreed by the review team that either of the two firms would 

likely provide adequate service to the City, however, if there was a reason to pay the 
higher rate for Anderson Tackman, it would be the optimal choice. Although much of 
the feedback was generally neutral or positive about Gabridge, the unknown quantity 
and negative experiences by more than one contact was impactful. 

 
It is for these reasons that the review team recommends that the City 

Commission authorize a contract with Anderson Tackman & Company, PLC for audit 
services for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 and with an additional four years 
through 2021 at a cost provided in the proposal. A five-year term of engagement is 
contemplated, and prices for each year subject to the annual review and approval of the 
City Manager and Finance Director. If for any reason, there is a significant change to 
the engagement or prices listed in the proposal in subsequent years, City staff will bring 
a recommendation back to the City Commission for its authorization. A copy of the 
proposal is attached for review. 

 
Following Commission approval, the selected firm will be notified and it is 

expected a contract will be executed between both parties by June 30, 2017. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission award the bid for auditing services for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 2017 to Anderson Tackman & Company, PLC for audit services for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 at a cost of $32,000, and with an additional four years 
through 2021 at a cost provided in the proposal. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, and Commissioner Baker  
  Nays: None 
 
CSO C-3: APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #6 TO BACCO CONSTRUCTION'S 
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CONTRACT AND REDIRECT REMAINING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BOND FUNDS: 
 
As the Commission is aware, the CSO C-3 construction project is complete. 

C2AE and Bacco have been finalizing quantities in order to close out the construction 
contract. As a result a final balancing deductive change order in the amount of -
$552,174.11 to Bacco's contract has been prepared which shows a final contract value 
of $11,670,064.29. 

 
Additionally C2AE has indicated that its contract will be completed with 

approximately $300,000 remaining. 
 
The Capital Project Source and Use Budget Worksheet has been revised to 

reflect the new contract amounts and shows that the project is estimated to complete at 
$1,100,000 under budget. Also the Capital Improvement Bond balance remaining due 
to the project being completed under budget has been calculated to be approximately 
$150,000. 

 
When the Capital Improvement Bond resolution was written it included the 

allowance for proceeds from the bond to be used for CSO C-3 and any other 
Street/Water/Sewer capital improvements as approved by the City Commission. With 
respect to the SRF and DWRF loans, the funds are received as drawn on and the final 
loan amount is based on the actual amount used with no proceeds remaining for the 
City's use. 

 
With the project wrapping up and the identification of remaining CIB proceeds it 

is proposed by City Administration that the estimated $238,000 in remaining CIB funds 
be used for the E. Spruce St. Reconstruction project, as indicated elsewhere in this 
agenda. 

 
City Engineer Basista presented on this matter. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission approve Change Order #6 to the Bacco Contract in 

the amount of -$552,174.11. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker and Bauer 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 
That the City Commission approve the repurposing of the final calculated 

balance from the Capital Improvement Bond proceeds, estimated currently to be 
approximately $150,000, to replenish the Gaming Fund used to help fund the E. Spruce 
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Street Reconstruction Project. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker, Bauer and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 
 
APPROVAL OF AN EAST SPRUCE RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT BUDGET 

AMENDMENT AND MDOT CONTRACT NO. 17-5267: 
 
East Spruce was budgeted in FY 11/12 as a resurfacing project as a result of 

being notified that funds left over from a 2006 East Spruce project were available to be 
used within the original stated limits of the grant area, which applied from Ashmun to 
Mission/E. Portage Streets. The original project was completed in 2006 from Ord to 
Shunk. 

 
Since the FY 11/12 budget, the scope of the project was refined to exclude the 

sections of East Spruce that were included in CSO Phase C-3 and other factors 
including the fact that the water main from Barbeau to Easterday needed to be replaced 
and the section from the Power Canal to Ord/Easterday was not suitable for 
resurfacing. Additionally, in the summer of 2016, the City was informed by MDOT that 
additional Federal Earmark Funds left over from the W. Portage Realignment Project 
from 1994 were also available for repurposing. 

 
The project design was completed in April and submitted to MDOT with an 

Engineer's Estimate for construction of $721,000. The overall budget of $820,000 being 
requested also includes engineering and contingency. 

 
The project was originally budgeted for $311,000 in FY 11/12 therefore a budget 

amendment is required to cover the estimated project cost. A Capital Projects Source & 
Use Budget Worksheet has been included and as shown, the additional funds are 
proposed to come from the following sources: $178,000 in repurposed Federal Earmark 
Funds and; $331,000 from the Gaming Fund. 

 
Also shown in the Source & Use sheet is the projected Gaming Fund balance 

through 6/30/2019 showing that approximately $71,000 is expected to be returned to 
the Gaming Fund from the Ashmun Street Streetscape & Utilities Project and $150,000 
from the remaining balance of CSO C-3 Capital Improvement Bond proceeds; the 
additional funds will not impact planned future projects.  

 
As this project is using Federal Funds and is an MDOT let project it is standard 

procedure for the City to execute a contract with MDOT that states the requirements of 
the parties for the project. 

 
The project is scheduled for the July 7, 2017 MDOT bid letting and construction 

would begin in early August. 
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As standard practice on road improvement projects it is anticipated that a portion 

of the project will be Special Assessed to the adjacent properties. However, there were 
two other projects in the past where the property owners were special assessed. A 
recommendation for Special Assessing for this project will be forthcoming to the City 
Commission at a future meeting. 

 
City Engineer Basista presented on this matter. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Baker, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission amend the total project budget to $820,000 accepting 

an additional $178,000 Federal Earmark Funds and using $331,000 from the Gaming 
Fund which will be refunded the balance of the CSO C-3 Capital Improvement Bond 
currently estimated to be $150,000. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Baker, Bauer, Gerrie, and Lynn 
  Nays: None  
 
Moved by Commissioner Baker, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission approve MDOT Contract No. 17-5267 between the 

City and MDOT required for the City's use of Federal Funds. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Baker, Bauer, Gerrie, and Lynn 
  Nays: None  
 
APPROVE THE CONCEPT FOR W. EASTERDAY TRAFFIC CALMING AND 

BIKE LANES: 
 
As Commissioners are aware, the approved FY 17/18 budget includes a capital 

improvement project for West Easterday between Riverview Way and Ryan Street 
where the roadway will be reduced to one lane in each direction and bike lanes and 
enhanced crosswalks will be installed. 

 
This is commonly called a "Road Diet", where an existing 4-lane road is reduced 

to 2 through lanes and a center left-turn lane, leaving room for the installation of bike 
lanes or on-street parking. In the Easterday corridor, however, there is minimal demand 
for left turns except at the intersections. It is proposed that the leading portions of the 
medians at the Meridian intersection will be removed to make room for a left-turn 
pocket. 

 
Additionally, the multiple crosswalks within the corridor will be reduced and two 
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of the remaining crosswalks will be enhanced with pedestrian activated flashing 
crosswalk beacons (like those installed on Marquette at JKL Bahweting School) and a 
pedestrian signal will be added to the LSSU campus main drive as requested by LSSU. 

 
The proposed improvements are consistent with the recommendations from the 

Walkability Audit performed by Dan Burden of Walkable Communities in 2008 and with 
the City's adopted Non-Motorized Transportation Plan. As indicated in the Non-
Motorized Transportation Plan this section of Easterday is part of an existing Bike 
Route (BR-08) and an area of concern (AOC-08) due to high pedestrian and high 
traffic. 

 
City Administration has met with LSSU representatives to review the proposed 

improvements and LSSU is committing to participate in the cost of the pedestrian 
crossing improvements in the amount of $40,000 and LSSU is proposing to complete 
street planting and to add plantings to the median to enhance the beauty of the corridor. 
A Memorandum of Understanding between the City and LSSU has been prepared and 
has been included for review and approval. 

 
Ideally, City Administration and LSSU would like the project to be implemented in 

time for the start of the 2017/2018 school year. An aggressive design and bid-letting 
schedule is required to accommodate this objective. 

 
Attached are existing and proposed cross sections showing the lane 

configurations at the intersection and as well as at an existing median. Additional 
illustrations will be presented at the City Commission meeting. 

 
The contributions from LSSU toward the completion of this project (including a 

contribution of an estimated $40,000 for pedestrian-oriented improvements as well as 
the costs associated with ongoing landscaping and maintenance of the same) are very 
much appreciated. 

 
Critically, the completion of this project would be in keeping with a number of the 

goals that have been established by the City Commission, including enhancing public 
safety within public areas, supporting LSSU and its students, the making of visual 
improvements throughout the City, supporting outdoor recreational opportunities, and 
the integration of bicycle-friendly amenities into the established transportation network 
of the community. 

 
City Engineer Basista presented on this matter. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the City Commission approve the proposed concept plan to add bike lanes 

to Easterday Ave. between Riverview Way and Ryan St., reducing the travel lanes to 
one in each direction, adding left-turn pockets to the intersection at Meridian and other 
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ancillary improvements necessary to implement the proposed modification while 
authorizing the City Manager to execute the included Memorandum of Understanding 
once finalized. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Baker, Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, and 
Mayor Bosbous 

  Nays: None 
 
OPERATIONAL BUDGET REVIEW, FINAL FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 

JUNE 30, 2017: 
 
Included please find a review completed by Finance Director/Treasurer Kristin 

Collins that compares the FY 2016/2017 Budget (as formally adopted) as well as FY 
2017/2018 (as conceptually approved) against revenues received and expenses 
incurred through the end of April 2017 for the City's operating funds. 

 
Specifically, this review highlights major budget revisions that have occurred 

through official Commission approval and includes a narrative that details the current 
condition of each operating fund of the City as well as additional budget adjustments 
that are being recommended by administration. 

 
As detailed within this report, there are several areas that will require continued 

monitoring. However, as noted by Finance Director/Treasurer Collins, most 
departments of the City have stayed within budget parameters. 

 
The administration will continue to monitor the budget closely to ensure the 

operating needs of the organization and service needs of the community are met on a 
continuing basis. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission approve the proposed budget amendments, as 

presented. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Twardy, Mayor 
Bosbous, and Commissioner Baker 

  Nays: None 
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 Emily Weber, Vice Chair of Bike Friendly Soo – addressed the Commission on 
the W. Easterday Traffic Calming concept.   

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
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 Commissioner Twardy commented on the additional crossing guard at the 
intersection of Minneapolis and Marquette.   
 
 Mayor Bosbous announced the upcoming International Bridge Walk.   
 
 Commissioner Baker announced the Soo Theater Project upcoming events for 
Raise the Roof campaign.   
 
 Commissioner Bauer announced “Music in the Park”.  
 
 Commissioner Lynn commented on the water sewer rate increases in Escanaba.  
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Twardy                 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 8:49 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


