
 
August 18, 2014 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, August 
18, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens 
Stefanski, and Twardy 

Absent:  
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R.  

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
 Presentation by the Soo Area Sportsman’s Club of $3,000 as the final payment 
toward the Ashmun Bay Dredging Project.  
  

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer  
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, 
August 4, 2014 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the following 
boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Downtown Development Authority – May 14, June 11 & 24 & July 9, 2014 
b. Historic Structures Management Committee – July 23, 2014 
c. Zoning Board of Appeals – June 19, 2014 

 
Communications: 

 
That the City Commission designate Mayor Tony Bosbous as delegate and 

Mayor Pro-Tem William Lynn as alternate delegate to the Annual MML Convention. 
 
Special Orders of Business: 

 
That the City Commission schedule a public hearing to be held on September 2, 

2014 regarding the issuance of a commercial rehabilitation exemption certificate to Ms. 
Lisa Corbiere in support of the redevelopment of the property at 510 East Spruce 
Street, the site of the former Garfield Elementary School. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Shimmens, and Twardy 
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  Nays: Commissioner Stefanski 

 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AREA NUMBER 
TWO: 
 

At its September 3, 2013 Regular Meeting the City Commission approved an 
amendment to the then-existing boundaries of the Downtown Development Authority 
District that expanded it to include all of the properties bordering the south side of West 
Portage Avenue between Osborn Boulevard and Magazine Street. This area is 
commonly referred to as the 'tourist district'.  

 
The Commission proceeded with this expansion of the DDA District with the 

understanding that the Tax Increment Financing and Development Plan for Downtown 
Development Area Two would need to be amended to correspond with the new 
boundaries.  

 
The Downtown Development Authority Board has been working since this past 

September on amendments to the language of this plan and voted at its July 9, 2014 
Regular Meeting to submit the final draft of the plan to the City Commission for review 
and to recommend that the Commission hold a public hearing regarding the proposed 
amendments. Thereafter, a public hearing was scheduled by the City Commission for 
August 18, 2014 to receive such public comments.  

 
All public notice requirements have been fulfilled, including a notice being 

published in the Soo Evening News, twenty (20) public notices being posted for 20 days 
within Downtown Development Area Two, notices being mailed to all property owners 
within Downtown Development Area Two, and certified letters being sent to both 
Chippewa County and the Library. 

 
The Mayor allowed for public comments.  There were no comments from the 

public therefore the following action was taken: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the Commission hold a first reading on amendment to the Development 

Plan and Tax Increment Financing Plan for the Development of Area Number Two. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, Stefanski, 

Twardy, and Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

 
 PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PART II APPLICATION AND AUTHORIZATION OF 
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A RESOLUTION FOR SUBMISSION OF CDBG FAÇADE GRANT APPLICATION: 
 

On May 2, 2014 the City of Sault Ste. Marie received an offer letter from the 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) in the amount of $662,826 for 
the historic restoration of facades at the following properties (with corresponding uses): 

 
* 111 Ashmun Street (Office of Lewinski & Brewster) 
* 115 Ashmun Street (Chippewa County Historical Society) 
* 101 East Portage Avenue (Island Books & Crafts) 
* 548 Ashmun Street (A Cut above the Rest Salon & Spa) 
* 707 Ashmun Street (UP Engineers & Architects) 
 
The Sault Ste. Marie Downtown Development Authority (DDA) spent more than a 

year identifying the initial round of property owners willing to restore their facades and 
apply for this grant. The DDA also worked to establish a low-moderate income project 
area recognized by the federal government that allowed the City of Sault Ste. Marie to 
apply for these facade grant funds. Various documents related to this agenda item have 
been included for review by Commissioners. 

 
The cost for restoring the facades at these five properties totals $662,826, with 

$165,212 (25%) of this amount being required as a local match. As Commissions are 
aware, this local match will be made by the owners of these various properties through 
their personal investments in this project. 

 
The City may elect to enter into development agreements with each of these 

private property owners in an effort to mitigate the risk to the City for this local match. 
As an additional note, the DDA has indicated that no funds will be expended toward the 
restoration of a façade on any specific building until the owner of that property has 
contributed funds or otherwise obtained appropriate financing toward the completion of 
this project as it benefits their respective properties. The DDA has indicated that any 
cost overruns incurred in the restoration of these facades would be the responsibility of 
the respective property owners. 

 
The Mayor allowed for public comments.  There were no comments therefore the 

following action was taken: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Gerrie   
 
That the City Commission authorize the creation of an escrow account by the 

City Finance Director/Treasurer that provides for the receipt of matching funds obtained 
from property owners as well as other program funds and the corresponding 
disbursements of these funds as necessary for project completion. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Shimmens, Stefanski, Twardy, 

Mayor Bosbous, and Commissioner Bauer  
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  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Twardy 

 
WHEREAS the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan has been invited to submit an application 
for Community Development Block Grant funds; and 
 
WHEREAS these funds are to be used for the historic restoration of five building façades in 
downtown Sault Ste. Marie; and 
 
WHEREAS the City of Sault Ste. Marie wishes to apply for $662,826 in Community 
Development Block Grant funds understanding that $165,212 of the total is required in 
local matching funds; and 
 
WHEREAS these façade restoration projects are consistent with the Community 
Development Plan of the City of Sault Ste. Marie;   
 
THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, by the City of Sault Ste. Marie to submit an 
application for $662,826 in Community Development Block Grant funds to be used for 
improvements to the façades of five properties in downtown Sault Ste. Marie; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Sault Ste. Marie requires a total of $165,212 
be transferred to the City of Sault Ste. Marie by the various property owners to be used as 
the local match for the completion of the façade restoration projects; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that completion of these improvements will principally 
benefit at least 51 percent low and moderate income persons throughout the Community; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no project costs will be incurred prior to formal grant 
award, completion of environmental review procedures, and written authorization to incur 
costs from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation CDBG Project Manager; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Oliver Turner, the City Manager of the City of 
Sault Ste. Marie is authorized to sign all documents and attachments pertaining to this 
application, the final grant agreement and all amendments, as well as all grant payment 
requests.   

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Shimmens, Stefanski, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
 AWARD OF BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF 2015 FORD EXPLORER FOR CITY 
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MANAGER: 
 

Sealed bids were solicited through the City’s established purchasing policy for 
the acquisition of a four wheel drive mid-size SUV to function as the City Manager's 
vehicle.  

 
The advertisement for this purchase was published in the Soo Evening News, 

posted on the City’s website, and disseminated to various suppliers. Two companies 
submitted three bids in response to this advertisement that were opened on Thursday, 
August 7, 2014. The results of the bid opening follow: 
 

Soo Motors (based inside of the City) bid $29,463 for a 2015 Ford Explorer with 
cloth seats and also bid $30,279 for a 2015 Ford Explorer with leather seats; 
 

O'Connors (based in Pickford) bid $31,665 for a 2015 Dodge Durango. 
 

 The bid submitted by O'Connors did not meet specifications, but came very 
close. 

 
It should be noted that a four wheel drive mid-size SUV was selected due to the 

fact the vehicle will be used for extensive travel to professional development events and 
conferences (such as those held by the Michigan Municipal League). 
 

This type of vehicle (which includes numerous safety features) will provide safer 
travel in all weather conditions to these types of events in comparison to the current 
travel van while providing similar seating capacity. 
 

City Manager Turner’s employment agreement includes two options in regards to 
a vehicle allowance (including an option through which the City would either obtain a 
vehicle for the manager's use or would provide a stipend toward the use of a personal 
vehicle for City purposes).  
 

Moved by Commissioner Stefanski, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the Commission approve the purchase of a 2015 Ford Explorer with cloth 

seats from Soo Motors (the low and local bidder) in the amount of $29,463 as outlined 
herein. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Shimmens, Stefanski, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 

 
 APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDRER #8 TO THE PULLAR RENOVATIONS 
PROJECT CONTRACT WITH MCGAHEY CONSTRUCTION: 
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At the April 4, 2014 Regular Meeting of the City Commission the Pullar 
Community Building construction contract, along with Change Order #1 eliminating the 
building addition, was awarded to McGahey Construction. 

 
It was identified at that time that some modifications to the existing renovation 

plans and space would be necessary as a result of eliminating the addition and further 
acknowledged that any time an existing building is being renovated there will 
undoubtedly be issues uncovered that were unexpected and not included in the original 
scope of the project (thereby necessitating changes). 
 

As the project continues to progress there are additional modifications that are 
herein being recommended for incorporation into the project. Cost proposals provided 
by Mr. Randy McGahey of McGahey Construction have been included for your 
information, with the items recommended for Change Order #8 indicated. 
 

City Manager Turner has reviewed the cost proposals with Parks & Rec Director 
Dan Wyers and City Engineer Linda Basista, and is in agreement that the items should 
be included in the project, as they are code related and/or meet the overarching 
objectives of the original project. 
 

Additionally included is the financial report detailing the funding and cost status 
of the project as of 8/13/2014, as well as a breakdown of those items for proposed for 
approval and included within Change Order #8, which consists of the following items: 
 
•  Item #2 of the 7/22/2014 cost proposal ($5,600), which would provide for the 
construction of display cases along the west hallway, down the stairs off of the lobby; 
 
•  Item #1 of the 7/30/2014 cost proposal ($3,000), which would provide for the 
construction of display cases along the south walls between the doors of the Lobby; 
 
•  Item #2 of the 7/30/2014 cost proposal ($4,000), which would provide for the 
installation of a seamless glass enclosure around the media deck area [note: a railing 
or this glass enclosure around the media is required to meet Code and a railing would 
obstruct the view of spectators sitting on either side of the media deck, therefore glass 
is recommended]; 
 
•  Item #1 of the 8/11/2014 cost proposal ($8,600) which would provide for the 
installation of a new electrical panel and the removal of romex wiring and associated 
restoration work in the concession stand to correct electrical code violations and would 
further provide for the installation of stainless steel sheeting behind the kitchen hood. 
 

The total for Change Order #8 (which would include these items as outlined 
herein) is $21,200. If approved, the construction contract amount would be increased to 
$1,257,456 and the total project cost would be increased to $1,373,796. 
 



 
August 18, 2014 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 

That the Commission approved Change Order #8, as presented. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Shimmens, Stefanski, Twardy, Mayor 
Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gerrie, and Lynn 

  Nays: None 
 

Status Report: 

 
Update Regarding Blight Removal at MCM Marine, Inc. 
 
City Manager Turner provided the City Commission with an update on the blight 

removal efforts at MCM Marine.   
 
Sharon Johnston, who lives across from MCM Marine, thanked the Commission 

for the efforts this far but indicated that it was not enough at this time.  
 
Goose Population Control Efforts 
 
Dan Wyers DPW Assistant/Parks provided an update on the Goose population 

control efforts.  
 
Pullar Renovation Project Donations 
 
City Manager Turner provided an update on the Pullar Renovations donations. 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 None 
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Twardy announced the upcoming Chippewa County Fair and 
indicated that she will be a judge for this year’s fair queen.   
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Stefanski 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 8:00 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


