
 
March 5, 2018 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, March 
5, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Gerrie, Miller, Twardy 
Absent: Commissioner Collins and Commissioner Talentino 

 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 
Troyer, and various department heads 

 
 The Mayor and City Commission congratulated to Frank Blisset and his wife on 
the birth of their baby.  
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 

 
That the following consent agenda items be approved: 

 
Minute Approval: 

 
That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting of February 19, 2018, 

be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the following boards and 
commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Downtown Development Authority – January 10, 2018 
b. Historic Structures Management Committee – January 31, 2018 

 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission accept the letter of resignation from Ben Duff from the 

Downtown Development Authority and have the Clerk send a letter of thanks for his 
years of service to this Board. 

 
That the City Commission appoint Danna Sanderson to the Downtown 

Development Authority to fill the balance of a term to expire April 1, 2020. 
 
 City Manager’s Report: 

 
That the City Commission approve a resolution authorizing the purchase of three 

years and four months of generic time from MERS by Amber Pietrangelo at a cost of 
$6,868.00 with the employee paying 100% of the estimated actual real costs. 
 

That the City Commission approve the Private Use Agreement for use of Ridge 
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Street Right-of-Way with ExxonMobil Corporation. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Gerrie, Miller, and 
Twardy 

  Nays: None 
 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
 THE PUBLIC HEARING OF A RESOLUTION TO VACATE, WITHOUT THE 
RETENTION OF UTILITY EASEMENTS, THE FULL WIDTH OF THE PORTION OF E 
9TH STREET, ALSO KNOWN AS E 9TH AVENUE, LYING BETWEEN E 10TH 
AVENUE AND MARQUETTE AVENUE AND TO VACATE, WITH THE RETENTION 
OF A UTILITY EASEMENT ONLY OVER THE FULL WIDTH OF THE SOUTHERLY 
140 FEET THEREOF, THE FULL WIDTH OF THE ALLEY LOCATED BETWEEN 
FLETCHER’S ADDITION, BLOCK 2 AND W.C. TETER’S ADDITION, BLOCK 3, ALSO 
KNOWN AS DAKOTA STREET: 
 

At its regular meeting on January 25, 2018, the Planning Commission 
considered an application submitted by the Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians for the 
vacation of the segments of E 9

th
 Street as well the alley immediately east known as 

Dakota Street. The Tribe is undertaking a number of improvements to JKL Bahweting 
School and the requested vacation is necessary to allow the same to move forward. 

 
An aerial photograph is included as ATTACHMENT I and shows the areas 

requested to be vacated. 
 
The submitted application is included as ATTACHMENT II. 
 
The Sault Tribe owns the vast majority of the properties adjacent to the right-of-

ways proposed to be vacated. There is a group of three parcels encompassing of Lots 
5 through 8, Block 3, W.C. Teter’s Addition (ATTACHMENT III) which is not presently 
tribally-owned, however, those parcels will continue to have right-of-way access on their 
east side, so there are no land-locking concerns. Given their extensive ownership and 
several recent property acquisitions in the immediate area it would not be unexpected 
to see the Tribe eventually obtain these parcels in the future. 

 
The required notices have been sent to property owners and utilities serving the 

City. To date (2/26/2018) one comment was received from DTE which indicated the 
need to retain a utility easement over the southern-most 140’ of the alley as there is an 
existing gas main in that location. The applicant has indicated there is no objection on 
their part to DTE’s request for a partial utility easement to remain. A second comment 
from AT&T states no objection, including the elimination of utility easements. A third 
comment was received by Mr. David Knowles, owner of the southern-most lot (-773-
008-00) shown in ATTACHMENT III. He objected to the request for the vacation as he 
feels the loss of the alley will lessen accessibility to his property. City staff subsequently 
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had a conversation with Mrs. Knowles and discovered that they were under the 
mistaken impression that the alley was improved at least to the point where it provided 
access to their property. In actuality, the improved portion of the alley falls 
approximately 140’ short of their property. After discussing some of the other 
challenges to developing the property (wetlands, substandard width, and lack of easy 
utility access, Mrs. Knowles requested that I provide her with contact information for the 
Tribe to discuss a possible sale. In subsequent discussions with the Tribe, it does not 
appear that Mrs. Knowles reached out to them. 

 
After reviewing the request the Planning Commission voted unanimously to 

recommend approval of the request as submitted. 
 
Community Development Director Freeman presented on this matter.  
 
The City Commission held a Public Hearing on a Resolution to vacate, without 

the retention of utility easements, the full width of the portion of E 9th Street, also 
known as E 9th Avenue, lying between E 10th Avenue and Marquette Avenue and to 
vacate, with the retention of a utility easement only over the full width of the southerly 
140 feet thereof, the full width of the alley located between Fletcher’s Addition, Block 2 
and W.C. Teter’s Addition, Block 3, also known as Dakota Street.  There were no 
comments from the public therefore the following action was taken: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
STREET AND ALLEY VACATION WITH THE PARTIAL RETENTION OF 

UTILITY EASEMENTS 
  
THE FULL WIDTH OF THE PORTION OF E 9TH STREET, ALSO KNOWN AS 

E 9TH AVENUE, LYING BETWEEN E 10TH AVENUE AND MARQUETTE AVENUE 
AND TO VACATE, WITH THE RETENTION OF A UTILITY EASEMENT ONLY OVER 
THE FULL WIDTH OF THE SOUTHERLY 140 FEET THEREOF, THE FULL WIDTH 
OF THE ALLEY LOCATED BETWEEN FLETCHER’S ADDITION, BLOCK 2 AND W.C. 
TETER’S ADDITION, BLOCK 3, ALSO KNOWN AS DAKOTA STREET 

 
WHEREAS, this is the time and place of the meeting of the City Commission of 

the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, set for considering and taking action upon the 
street vacation petitioned for by The Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission at their meeting held January 25, 2018, 

considered the petition in reference to the vacation and it is their recommendation that 
the request to vacate the full width of the portions of E 9th Street and the alley located 
between Fletcher’s Addition, Block 2 and W.C. Teter’s Addition, Block 3 lying between 
E 10th Avenue and Marquette Avenue with the retention of a utility easement over the 
full width of the southerly 140 feet of said alley; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Commission has heard said petition and recommendation 
in reference to the vacation of said street and alley and it is their opinion that the full 
width of the subject street and alley be vacated with the retention of the utility easement 
over the fully width of the southerly 140 feet of the alley; and 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following described street and alley be 

vacated: the full width of the portions of E 9th Street and the alley located between 
Fletcher’s Addition, Block 2 and W.C. Teter’s Addition, Block 3 lying between E 10th 
Avenue and Marquette Avenue WITH the retention of a utility easement over the full 
width of the southerly 140 feet of said alley (see attached Exhibit A); and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded 

in the Register of Deeds Office for the County of Chippewa, State of Michigan. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded 

by the City Clerk to the State of Michigan, showing recordation of said resolution along 
with a sketch of the area affected. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Baker, Gerrie, Miller, Twardy, and Mayor 

Bosbous 
  Nays: None 
 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE 

THE EASTERLY 62 FEET OF LOT 166, ASSESSOR’S SUBDIVISION NO. 3, FROM 
RM-1 (MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO B-2 (CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT) 
AND SCHEDULING OF A SECOND READING FOR THE MARCH 19, 2018, 
REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING: 

 
At its meeting on February 22, 2018, the Planning Commission held a public 

hearing after which they unanimously recommended the approval of a rezoning 
application jointly submitted by Judith Old and Hiawatha Behavioral Health (HBH) to 
rezone the easterly 62 feet of Lot 166, Assessor’s Subdivision No. 3 (101 Ashmun 
Street) from RM-1 (Multiple Family Residential) to B-2 (Central Business District). The 
joint application submitted by Ms. Old and HBH is included as ATTACHMENT I. An 
aerial photograph of the property is included as ATTACHMENT II. 

 
Ms. Old has reached an agreement to sell the subject property to HBH, which 

intends to expand their services utilizing the property; however City Administration is 
unable to provide written confirmation to HBH that the zoning of the property is suitable 
for their intended use. The zoning of the property in question is split between B-2 (which 
does permit HBH to operate) and RM-1 (which does not permit HBH to operate). 
Without the written municipal confirmation of zoning compliance, the sale may not move 
forward. An excerpt of the zoning map showing the nature of the split is included as 
ATTACHMENT III. The application was brought forward to resolve this situation. 
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In looking into the use of the property, records indicate that the current structure 
was built around 1930 as a gas station and the property was used in that capacity until 
the late 1960s. The Olds purchased the property in 1973, and, according to Ms. Old, it 
had been used as a basket shop prior. Commencing from their purchase in 1973, the 
Olds operated an insurance agency on the property until the late 1990s. Since then, 
various business-type uses have occupied the building, most recently the 727 School of 
Cosmetology. 

 
Historic zoning records indicate that this split appears to have been present 

since the establishment of zoning in the City in 1927. It is not known to City 
Administration as to why development was permitted to occur on the residentially zoned 
portion of the property, which wasn’t consistent with the assigned zoning designation. 
More than likely, it was down to the level of precision available when interpreting large-
scale maps without parcel lines. In fact, it was only as recently as the mid-2000s that 
the City brought together its parcel and zoning maps to aid in making precise 
determinations of where zoning and property lines came together. In 2013, the maps 
were moved into the electronic realm where a much greater degree of exactness is 
possible. That degree of exactness, however, is a double-edged sword as the electronic 
maps lay bare situations such as this where the parcel lines and zoning lines do not 
align. 

 
In looking to the Master Plan’s future land use map, it indicates a Central 

Business District designation for the property, which is consistent with the requested B-
2 zoning designation. There are no issues present from a best practices standpoint as 
split zoning situations are generally seen as undesirable for the uncertainty they can 
introduce for owners and potential buyers alike as to how a property may be used. This 
is especially the case where the split is between commercial and residential districts 
such as this case. Further, split zonings complicate building construction due to differing 
height and setback requirements. 

 
The actual area to be rezoned consists of approximately 224 square feet of the 

existing 1,400 square foot building as well as the eastern 40 feet of the parking lot, 
which serves the property. The balance of the area requested for rezoning includes 
what is functionally a public alley connecting Water Street to the blocks formal alley 
running parallel to Water Street, but is in fact private property. 

 
Several members of the public were in attendance at the Planning Commission 

meeting and provided feedback on the request. One member of the public spoke of his 
concern as to the future disposition of the connection between Water Street and the 
block’s alley. In subsequent conversations with HBH, their CEO, Dan McKinney 
indicated that they’d take no issue transferring that portion of the property to the City as 
they have no interest in owning it. City Administration relayed this conversation to the 
concerned citizen and he was satisfied with the solution. He took no issue with the 
rezoning request. 
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A number in attendance expressed concern as to the plans HBH has for the 
property if they purchase it. Staff pointed out that their possible plans for the property 
could not be a consideration in deciding the outcome of the request. Whatever their 
plans may be, provided it fits within the use requirements of the B-2 zoning district, they 
may do as they please with the property. In the future, should they to be found out of 
compliance, City staff would initiate enforcement actions to bring the use back into 
compliance. In fact, the City may open to a legal challenge if it were to deny the request 
based upon the fact that HBH is a party to the application or that they are a potential 
buyer of the property. 

 
One couple present shared their concerns that if the commercial rezoning were 

to go through, it could set off a pattern of rezoning requests for the residential 
properties to the east and damage the historic character of the remainder of the block. 
City Administration does not share those concerns in light of this particular request. 

 
Community Development Director Freeman presented on this matter. 
 
The City Commission asked for public comment on this matter.  The following 

public comments were received: 
 
Craig Cooper commented on the currently alley access to the residential 

properties.  
 
Janet Spencer a resident on Water Street expressed concerns with the rezoning.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Baker 
 
That the City Commission approve the first reading of the ordinance as 

presented and schedule a second reading for the March 19, 2018, City Commission 
meeting. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, and 

Commissioner Baker 
  Nays:  Commissioner Miller 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
 FROM ORDINANCE EVALUATION COMMITTEE - FIRST READING OF 
ORDINANCES ENACTING CHANGES TO CHAPTER 6 AND CHAPTER 9 OF CODE 
OF ORDINANCES: 
 
 As Commissioners are aware, the City Commission took action at its February 
12, 2018 goal setting session to support the reestablishment of the goal of ‘Creating a 
committee that includes members of the business community and community partners 
(as appropriate) to reevaluate every City ordinance that is at least 50 years old.’ 
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As noted previously, the goal of this committee is to review the codified 

ordinances of the City of Sault Ste. Marie on a chapter-by-chapter basis in an effort to 
review existing ordinances, repeal unnecessary ordinances, and ensure that 
efficiencies are continuing to be maximized in municipal operations. As additionally 
indicated previously, in fulfilling this mission the committee has reviewed all ordinances, 
including those that have been enacted for less than 50 years. 

 
As a result of the work of the committee, a comprehensive review of Chapter 6 

(Amusements), Chapter 9 (Businesses and Business Regulation), and Chapter 14 
(Licenses and Permits) of the City of Sault Ste. Marie’s codified ordinances has been 
completed. 

 
As Commissioners are aware, during its January 2, 2018 Regular Meeting the 

City Commission invited public feedback for a thirty (30) day period of time on the 
following proposed changes that could be made to the Code of Ordinances: 

 

 Eliminate Section 6-16, which prohibits entities from using drawn shades, blinds, 
etc. from obstructing the public view as it is outdated and unnecessary; 
 

 Eliminate Section 6-17, which requires bowling alleys to be closed from 1:00 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. each day as it is outdated and unnecessary; 
 

 Eliminate Section 6-18, which restricts business hours of billiard and pool rooms 
as it is outdated and unnecessary; 
 

 Eliminate Section 6-19, which prohibits gambling as it is duplicative and is 
already regulated under State law; 
 

 Eliminate Section 6-26, Section 6-27, and Section 6-28 which further regulate 
places open to the public for bowling or playing pool or billiards as it is outdated 
and unnecessary; 
 

 Eliminate Sections 6-61 and 6-62 as well as Sections 6-70 through 6-76, which 
regulate carnivals, circuses, and other similar exhibitions as it was determined 
these functions can be regulated administratively; 
 

 Eliminate Sections 6-88 through 6-93 and 6-101 through 6-109, which relate to 
transitory shows and exhibitions as it was determined these functions can be 
handled administratively and that many of the regulations are outdated or 
unnecessary; 
 

 Eliminate Section 9-1, which regulates fire sales, bankrupt sales, and the like, as 
it was determined these regulations are unnecessary; 
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 Eliminate Section 9-26 and Section 9-27, which regulate the loitering of minors at 
junk dealer sites and the hours of operation of junk dealers, respectively, as it 
was determined these regulations are unnecessary; 

 Retain Article III of Chapter 9 in its entirety (relating to peddlers), Article IV of 
Chapter 9 in its entirety (relating to solicitors and canvassers), and Article V of 
Chapter 9 in its entirety (relating to transient and itinerant merchants and 
vendors); 
 

 Eliminate Article VI of Chapter 9, relating to dealers of used automobiles and 
parts, as it was determined these regulations are unnecessary; 
 

 Eliminate Article VII of Chapter 9, relating to auctioneers, as it was determined 
these regulations are unnecessary; 
 

 Retain Article VIII of Chapter 9, relating to pawnbrokers, in its entirety; 
 

 Eliminate Article IX of Chapter 9, relating to massage parlors, as it was 
determined these are already regulated under State law; 
 

 Eliminate Article X of Chapter 9, relating to the filming of movies, television 

 programming, commercials, music videos, and video games, as it was 
determined that these regulations are unnecessary and may be counter-intuitive 
to its stated purpose; 

 

 And retain the entirety of Chapter 14, relating to Licenses and Permits, as it 
serves as a foundation for a number of other provisions throughout the entire 
Code of Ordinances. 
 
No public comments were received on the proposed changes during the public 

comment period. 
 
Subsequently, the City Commission took action during its February 19, 2018 

Regular Meeting to direct City Administration to draft an amendatory ordinance that 
would enact the presented changes to Chapter 6, Chapter 9, and Chapter 14 of the City 
of Sault Ste. Marie’s codified ordinances. (Note: there were no changes proposed to 
Chapter 14). 

 
Accordingly, the City Attorney has drafted the included ordinances, which are 

now ready to receive a first reading in order to codify the proposed changes. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Baker, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 

 
That the City Commission held a first reading of the presented Ordinance 



 
March 5, 2018 

enacting proposed changes to Chapter 6 of the City Code of Ordinances. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Miller, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker, and Gerrie 
  Nays:  None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Baker, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission held a first reading of the presented Ordinance 

enacting proposed changes to Chapter 9 of the City Code of Ordinances. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Baker, Gerrie, and Miller 
  Nays: None 

 
FROM ORDINANCE EVALUATION COMMITTEE - REVIEW OF CHAPTERS 15 

– 17: 
 
As noted elsewhere, the City Commission took action at its February 12, 2018 

goal setting session to support the reestablishment of the goal of ‘Creating a committee 
that includes members of the business community and community partners (as 
appropriate) to reevaluate every City ordinance that is at least 50 years old.’ 

 
As also noted elsewhere, the goal of this committee is to review the codified 

ordinances on a chapter by chapter basis in an effort to review existing ordinances, 
repeal unnecessary ordinances, and ensure that efficiencies are continuing to be 
maximized in municipal operations. 

 
As a result of the work of the committee, a comprehensive review of Chapter 15 

(Minors), Chapter 16 (Miscellaneous Offenses and Provisions), and Chapter 17 (Mobile 
Homes) of the City of Sault Ste. Marie’s codified ordinances has been completed. 

 
Following are proposed changes that could be made to the Code of Ordinances, 

as recommended by the Ordinance Evaluation Committee (note: sections proposed to 
be retained are also noted): 

 

 Retain Section 15-1, local minor curfew regulations; 
 

 Retain Section 15-2, regarding misrepresentation of age by minors; 
 

 Remove Section 15-3, regarding soliciting and peddling, as it has been 
determined other existing provisions would be sufficient and this section is 
duplicative; 
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 Retain Section 15-4, regarding responsibility of parents and guardians, as it is 
used frequently by prosecutors; 
 

 Retain Section 15-5, regarding complaints under juvenile laws, as it is used 
frequently by prosecutors; 
 

 Remove Article II of Chapter 15, providing for a local youth services board, as 
such a board is not currently established, there are other organizations which 
provide a venue for engaging youth, and the City may best support such efforts 
by collaborating with existing efforts rather than duplicating existing efforts; 
 

 Retain Section 16-1, Section 16-2, and Section 16-3 which defines a public place 
and addresses loitering; 
 

 Remove Section 16-4 but retain Section 16-5, addressing illegal businesses and 
the frequenting of unlawful establishments, respectively, based upon advice from 
Chief Riley; 
 

 Remove Section 16-6, pertaining to inciting, inducing or exhorting a commission 
of an offense, as this section is duplicative and offenses can be addressed under 
State law; 
 

 Remove Section 16-7, regarding obstructing or resisting offers, as this section is 
duplicative and offenses can be addressed under State law; 
 

 Retain Section 16-8, as it can be used to prevent impersonations of public 
officers including local officers; 
 

 Retain Section 16-9, regarding spitting in public, as it has been used by the City 
in the past and can promote cleaner environments in services such as Dial-A-
Ride; 
 

 Remove Section 16-10, regarding playing in streets, as obstruction of traffic can 
be covered under other regulations; 
 

 Remove Section 16-11, regarding the possession of instruments for the 
possession of a crime as this section is duplicative and can be covered under 
State law; 
 

 Retain Section 16-12, regarding the possession or consumption of alcoholic 
beverages, as it is used by the City; 
 

 Retain Section 16-13 and Section 16-14, regarding the unlawful or entry onto 
school grounds, on advice of the City Attorney; 
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 Remove Section 16-15, regarding borrowing from students, as it has been 
determined this section is unnecessary; 
 

 Retain Section 16-16, regarding abandoned refrigerators, on advice from the 
Chief of Police; 
 

 Retain Section 16-17, making catching fish by ‘snagging’ unlawful, on advice of 
the City Attorney; 
 

 Retain Section 16-18, establishing a maximum age for fishing in Rotary Park; 
 

 Remove Section 16-28, regarding assault and battery, as Chief Riley has 
indicated that State laws can address such charges more completely and offer 
more resources for same; 
 

 Retain Section 16-29, regarding fighting, as it is frequently used by the City; 
 

 Remove Section 16-30, regarding the annoyance of others, as the City Attorney 
has deemed it to be unconstitutional; 
 

 Remove Section 16-31, regarding the unlawful use of a telephone, as such 
actions are covered under Federal and State laws and this section is duplicative; 
 

 Remove Section 16-32, regarding nonsupport of family members, as this is 
addressed by State law and in Circuit Court; 
 

 Retain Section 16-33, regarding unlawful discrimination in housing and/or real 
property (note: this section is recent and must be maintained under the terms of 
grants received by the City); 
 

 Remove Section 16-44 and Section 16-45, regarding malicious mischief and 
larceny, as these charges can be addressed under State law and these 
provisions are duplicative; 
 

 Retain Section 16-46 and Section 16-47, regarding trespassing and littering in 
waterways, as these provisions are used by the City; 

 

 Retain Section 16-59 and Section 16-60, regarding the disturbance of peace and 
fireworks, as these provisions are used by the City; 
 

 Remove Section 16-61 and Section 16-62, regarding open intoxication in a 
public place and jostling, upon advice from the City Attorney; 
 



 
March 5, 2018 

 Remove Section 16-63, Section 16-64, and Section 16-65, regarding unlawful 
assemblies, riots, and incitements to riot as the City Attorney has deemed these 
provisions unconstitutional; 

 

 Retain Section 16-66 and Section 16-67 but remove Section 16-68, regarding 
disorders, disturbances, and window peeping, respectively, as the first two 
provisions have been used by the City regularly and the third is effectively 
covered under State statute; 
 

 Remove Section 16-69, regarding indecent language and conduct, as the City 
Attorney has deemed this provision to be unconstitutional; 
 

 Retain Section 16-70, regarding indecent exposure, as this provision is utilized 
frequently by the City; 

 

 Remove Section 16-71, regarding nude swimming in public, as this provision is 
rarely if ever utilized; 
 

 Retain Section 16-72, regarding burlesque shows and live entertainment, as this 
provision is required for integration with Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
permits; 
 

 Remove Section 16-83, Section 16-84, and Section 16-85, regarding elements of 
prostitution, as State statutes sufficiently address same; 
 

 Remove Section 16-99, Section 16-100, and Section 16-102 from Article VI 
(Weapons) while retaining the balance of the Article as the provisions proposed 
for removal are unnecessary or otherwise addressed by State statute; 
 

 Remove Article VII (Controlled Substances) as the regulated activity is 
addressed under State statute; 
 

 Remove Article VIII (Model Glue), as the provision is necessary and applicable 
State statutes would control; 
 

 And retain the entirety of Chapter 17, relating to Mobile Homes, as this Chapter 
integrates with the zoning ordinance. 

 
Further, the committee would recommend that in order to ensure public input is 

maximized, and to engage the City’s business community and partners, that a thirty 
(30) day period of time be established to receive public input about these proposed 
changes. 

 
Finally, it should be noted that the committee is currently planning to undertake a 
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comprehensive review of Chapter 1 (General Provisions), Chapter 2 (Administration), 
Chapter 3 (Advertising), and Chapter 18 (Nuisances) of the Code of Ordinances by the 
end of the second quarter of 2018. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission invite public input and feedback on the presented 

changes to Chapter 15, Chapter 16, and Chapter 17 of the City of Sault Ste. Marie’s 
codified ordinances for a period of thirty (30) days and return this matter to the City 
Commission at a future meeting. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Gerrie, Miller, and 

Twardy 
  Nays: None 

 
FROM THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - A RESOLUTION 

FOR THE LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION REGARDING BAKER'S DOZEN 
APPLICATION FOR A REDEVELOPMENT LIQUOR LICENSE: 
 

Baker's Dozen is currently seeking to procure a Class C license for its location at 
301 Maple Street. 

 
Baker's Dozen qualifies for a redevelopment liquor license because of its 

location within the Downtown Development Authority boundaries. 
 
In order to complete the application and obtain a redevelopment liquor license, 

Baker's Dozen must submit a resolution from the City Commission authorizing the 
application. 

 
An informational piece from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

regarding Redevelopment Liquor Licenses has been included for reference and review. 
 

DDA Director Knepper as well as a representative of Baker's Dozen will be in 
attendance at the March 5, 2018 Regular Meeting to answer any questions regarding 
this subject matter. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Miller 
 
That the City Commission approve the presented resolution authorizing Baker's 

Dozen to apply for and receive a Redevelopment Liquor License. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Miller, Twardy, and Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays:  None  
  Abstain: Commissioner Baker 
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FROM THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - A RESOLUTION 
FOR THE LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION REGARDING AUSTIN'S CIGAR 
LOUNGE LLC APPLICATION FOR A REDEVELOPMENT LIQUOR LICENSE: 

 
Austin's Cigar Lounge LLC is currently seeking to procure a Class C license for 

its location at 539 Ashmun Street. 
 
Austin's Cigar Lounge LLC qualifies for a redevelopment liquor license because 

of its location within the Downtown Development Authority boundaries. 
 
In order to complete the application and obtain a redevelopment liquor license, 

Austin's Cigar Lounge LLC must submit a resolution from the City Commission 
authorizing the application. 

 
An informational piece from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

regarding Redevelopment Liquor Licenses has been included for reference and review. 
 
DDA Director Knepper as well as Mr. Craig Cooper of Austin's Cigar Lounge LLC 

was in attendance at the March 5, 2018 Regular Meeting to answer any questions 
regarding this subject matter. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission approve the presented resolution authorizing Austin's 

Cigar Lounge LLC to apply for and receive a Redevelopment Liquor License. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Miller, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Baker, and Gerrie 
  Nays:  None 
 
FROM COMMUNITY ACTION HUMAN RESOURCE AUTHORITY - MDOT 

AMENDMENT TO MASTER AGREEMENT NO. 2017-0124: 
 
Beginning in 2002, the Michigan Department of Transportation initiated a new 

contracting process in how they handle legal agreements with transit agencies such as 
the City of Sault Ste. Marie. This process now involves a multi-year Master Agreement. 
The last Master Agreement expires September 30, 2016 with the new agreement 
covering fiscal years 2017 through 2021. 

 
This agreement will cover the requirements for the procurement of vehicles, audit 

requirements, and disposal of vehicles as it relates to the City's Dial-a-Ride System. 
 
MDOT Contract 2017-0034/A1 is required in order to adjust the dollar amounts to 

meet the federal requirements under Section 7 covering competitive procurements to 
the Master Agreement between Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac Community Action Human 
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Resource Authority, Inc. and MDOT. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Miller 
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager and City Clerk to execute 

MDOT Master Agreement Amendment No. 2017-0124/A1 with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Baker, Gerrie, and Miller 
  Nays: None 
  Abstain:  Commissioner Twardy 
 
FROM KANAVA INTERNATIONAL, LLC - PRESENTATION ON VIETNAM 

VETERANS COMMEMORATION AND HONOR CEREMONY: 
 
Kanava International, LLC President & CEO Susan Puska requested an 

opportunity to address the City Commission. 
 
Specifically, Ms. Puska spoke to the efforts being undertaken by Kanava 

International, LLC and its partners (including the City of Sault Ste. Marie) to plan for a 
Vietnam Veterans Commemoration and Honor Ceremony to take place on Friday, June 
29 during Engineer’s Day events. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
PURCHASE OF ONE NEW HEART MONITOR FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT: 
 
The City’s ambulance service has been utilizing LifePak heart monitor products 

for over two decades. 
 
The units currently in service in City ambulances range in age from 6-11 years 

and are all slowly becoming obsolete due to age and the inability to further upgrade 
operating systems. 

 
A heart monitor’s main purpose is to give a visual representation of electrical 

heart activity. Paramedics may use these monitors to not only field-diagnose heart 
dysrhythmias, but also to defibrillate, pace, cardiovert the heart or monitor multiple vital 
signs at once such as carbon monoxide levels in the blood, blood pressure, and oxygen 
saturation. 

 
As a part of a long-term improvement project beginning this fiscal year the City 

has budgeted to replace all 5 of the department’s heart monitors on an annual basis, 
beginning in the current budget year. 

 
After a comprehensive, in-field trial period of portable heart monitors by the only 
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two manufactures available, it was quickly determined by all Fire Department personnel 
that the LifePak line of heart monitors still offer the best service to our citizens due to 
multiple factors including: 

 

 The complete compatibility of the monitors with City AED’s and War 
Memorial Hospital heart monitors (without the purchase of extra 
adaptors); 

 

 The fact that utilizing a monitor from a different manufacturer would 
necessitate the purchase of cross-over connectors for defibrillation pads 
for the City, and County Physio AED’s and War Memorial Hospital owned 
heart monitors, which not only add costs to the project, but also add 
precious time in the setup process when seconds count; 

 

 The fact that all other remaining monitors (proposed for replacement in 
upcoming years) would be LifePak models, and the proposed purchase 
would support consistency and reliability in response; 

 

 And finally the fact that the department is already familiar with the 
operating system of the LifePak products, which would minimize the 
amount of training required. 

 
It is requested that the City Commission suspend the competitive bidding 

process so the purchase of one LifePak 15 may be purchased from the Physio-
Control/Stryker Company. Purchases for LifePak heart monitors have taken place in the 
similar fashion of a bid waiver approved by the City Commission in the past. 

 
Lastly, it should be mentioned that the Fire Department is currently borrowing a 

heart monitor from LSSU’s Paramedic Program to fill the vacancy of a department 
monitor, which is beyond repair, and slated to be traded in. 

 
Fire Chief LaBonte presented on this matter. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission waive the competitive bidding process for the 

purchase of one LifePak 15 heart monitor from Physio-Control/Stryker. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Baker, Gerrie, Miller, Twardy, and Mayor 

Bosbous 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Miller 
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That the City Commission authorize the purchase of one LifePak 15 heart 
monitor from Physio-Control/Stryker as presented and with the detailed fiscal effects. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Miller, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, and 

Commissioner Baker 
   Nays: None 
 

Status Report 
 
 Battle of Badges: 
 
 Chief LaBonte provided an update on the Battle of the Badges held this past 
weekend.  This year’s event raised $ 1,650 Chippewa County Care for Kids Fund.   
 

2018 Legislative Priorities: 
 
As Commissioners are aware, the City Commission took action during its 

February 12, 2018 goal setting session to identify and confirm the legislative priorities of 
the City of Sault Ste. Marie. 

 
Accordingly, City Administration has prepared the included ‘Legislative Priorities’ 

document. This document will be very useful in discussing the City’s legislative priorities 
with both State and Federal officials. 

 
As Commissioners are aware, the City’s legislative priorities can become quickly 

realigned based upon actions taken at various levels of government and the multitude 
of environments informing and impacting the legislative atmosphere. Therefore, the 
included document represents what may be considered to be a current snapshot of 
legislative priorities rather than an endpoint. 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 None 
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Twardy congratulated the LSSU Basketball. 
 
 Mayor Bosbous echoed Commissioner Twardy’s comments. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 8:15 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
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ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


