
 
January 3, 2017 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 
Osterhout, Twardy 

Absent:  
  
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
 Mayor Bosbous wished everyone a Happy New Year and announced the 

opening of the Sault Seal Recreation Area.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Osterhout 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, 
December 19, 2016 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the 
following boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Board of Review – December 13, 2016 
b. Existing Structures Board of Appeals – December 13, 2016 
c. Historical Development Commission – December 13, 2016 
d. Planning Commission – December 1, 2016 
e. SSM Housing Commission – November 29, 2016 
f. Zoning Board of Appeals – December 15, 2016 

 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission appoint Danny Armstrong to the Community Services 

Board to fill the balance of a term to expire on July 1, 2018. 
 
Communications: 
 
That the City Commission accept the $2,797 awarded by the Building Healthier 

Communities Coalition and authorize the funds to be deposited in account #248-57000-
801 for the purchase of bicycle racks and Farmers' Market garden restoration. 
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Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Osterhout, and Twardy 
  Nays:  None 
 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 24, ARTICLE III 

PARKING, STOPPING AND STANDING BY ADDING THE NEW SECTION 24-36 
PARKING OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLE, COMMERCIAL VEHICLE/TRAILER, 
PERSONAL TRAILER AND SEMI-TRUCK RESTRICTIONS: 
 

In response to several citizen complaints regarding recreational vehicles, sports 
trailers, tractor-trailers, and other private and commercial trailers being parked on City 
streets for an extended periods of time, Administration worked together to draft an 
Ordinance to address these concerns. 

 
At the August 15, 2016 regular City Commission meeting, the City Commission 

invited the public to comment for a 60-day period on the draft ordinance language, with 
the Commission to revisit this matter at a future Commission meeting. Nine comments 
were received from the public during the 60-day public comment period, which have 
been attached for the Commissions review. 

 
During the public comment period, some citizens commented on the need for 

similar measures governing storage on private, namely residential, property. As such 
regulations would be most at home in the Zoning Ordinance, they should be considered 
separately from this proposed ordinance governing storage in public right-of-ways. 
Should the City Commission desire to move in that direction, it would be appropriate to 
direct the Community Development Department to prepare draft regulations for review. 

 
Upon final review of the public comments, City Attorney Cannello drafted the 

final included version of the proposed ordinance for the Commission’s review and 
consideration. 

 
Police Chief Riley presented on this matter. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Bauer, supported by Commissioner Osterhout 
 
That the City Commission introduce for a First Reading an Ordinance to amend 

Chapter 24, Article III Parking, Stopping and Standing by adding the new Section 24-36 
Parking of Recreational Vehicle, Commercial Vehicle/Trailer, Personal Trailer, and 
Semi-Truck Restrictions and schedule a public hearing on the proposed ordinance for 
the January 16, 2017 Regular City Commission meeting. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, 
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Twardy and Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
FROM THE EXISTING STRUCTURES BOARD OF APPEALS – 

RECOMMENDATION TO CONDEMN THE STRUCTURE LOCATED ON PARCEL 051-
330-004-50, ALSO KNOWN AS 606 EUREKA STREET: 
 

At the Monday, December 19, 2016 City Commission meeting, a packet 
containing a thorough background on this agenda item was distributed to the City 
Commissioners for your review. Due to the size of that packet, that information will not 
be included with this agenda item. 

 
 At the December 13, 2016 Existing Structures Board of Appeals meeting, the 

Existing Structures Board considered the condemnation of 606 Eureka Street. The 
Board began by hearing a staff presentation during which the City’s Ordinance 
Enforcement Officer, Robert Brown, detailed noted Property Maintenance Code (PMC) 
violations as well as provided photographic examples of some of the violations. After 
the conclusion of Mr. Brown’s presentation and remarks, the Board next heard from 
Eric Marken, the owner of the property, as well as Neil Jorgensen and Ken Rundell, 
who were working with Mr. Marken to rehab the property to address the PMC violations. 
Mr. Marken, Mr. Jorgensen, and Mr. Rundell outlined their intentions and hopes for the 
property and answered questions from the Board. Finally, the Board heard from 
members of the public in attendance, all of whom were in favor of condemnation. 

 
At the outset of the discussions with Mr. Jorgensen in early 2016, the idea of 

posting a bond was broached as a verbal suggestion. The bond would be in an amount 
sufficient to cover the costs of the demolition of the structure and would protect the 
taxpayers from potentially covering the costs as well as provide a significant financial 
incentive to complete the project in a timely fashion. At the time, Mr. Jorgensen rejected 
suggestion and continued to hold that position throughout the project as stated in 
Attachment 19 of the background provided earlier where he stated that he would not 
consider the posting of a bond. 

 
After hearing from administration, those with an ownership interest in the 

property, as well as members of the public in attendance, the Existing Structures Board 
voted unanimously to recommend condemnation of the structure at 606 Eureka Street 
to the City Commission. 

 
A full accounting of the remarks made by those in attendance at the meeting 

may be found in the attached unapproved meeting minutes. Additionally, 
correspondence received from Mr. Jorgensen after the production date of the packet is 
also attached. 
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If the Commission elects to condemn the structure, then the property owners 
have 30 days in which to obtain a demolition permit and then an additional 30 days in 
which to actually demolish the structure. 

 
Eric Marken, the owner of the property, as well as Neil Jorgensen and Ken 

Rundell, who were working with Mr. Marken to rehab the property to address the PMC 
violations were in attendance. 

 
Ordinance Enforcement Officer Robert Brown presented on this matter providing 

the Commission with background information and a PowerPoint on the 606 Eureka 
Street. 

 
Maureen Kemp has lived in the neighborhood for 35 years.  Ms. Kemp indicated 

that Mr. Marken has had an excessive amount of time to make the required 
improvement/repairs. 

 
Ken Rundell addressed the Commission regarding the extent of the repairs and 

the difficulty in finding good contractors to make the required improvements at 606 
Eureka.  

 
Margaret Boucher reserved time to speak on 629 Magazine Street.   
 
Neil Jorgenson provided the Commission with some background information on 

the arrangements that were made between the parties to improve 606 Eureka.  
 
Annett King resides in the neighborhood addressing the Commission with 

concerns over years of blight and law enforcement issues relating to this property.    
 
Kristen Kemp has resided in the neighborhood for years and asked the 

Commission to take final action in condemning the structure. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 
That the City Commission concur with the findings and recommendation of the 

Existing Structures Board and condemn the structure at 606 Eureka Street. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, 

Mayor Bosbous and Bauer 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the Commission authorize the City Manager to proceed with the demolition 

of the structure should the property owner fail to do so within the allowed timeframe. 
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Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor 
Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, and Gage 

  Nays: None 
 
FROM THE EXISTING STRUCTURES BOARD OF APPEALS – 

RECOMMENDATION TO CONDEMN THE STRUCTURE LOCATED ON PARCEL 051-
880-007-00, ALSO KNOWN AS 629 MAGAZINE STREET: 
 

At the Monday, December 19, 2016 City Commission meeting, a packet 
containing a thorough background on this agenda item was distributed to the City 
Commissioners for your review. Due to the size of that packet, that information will not 
be included with this agenda item. 

 
At the December 13, 2016 Existing Structures Board of Appeals meeting, the 

Existing Structures Board considered the condemnation of 629 Magazine Street. The 
Board began by hearing a staff presentation during which the City’s Ordinance 
Enforcement Officer, Robert Brown, detailed noted Property Maintenance Code (PMC) 
violations as well as provided photographic examples of some of the violations. After 
the conclusion of Mr. Brown’s presentation and remarks, the Board next heard from 
Eric Marken, the owner of the property, as well as Neil Jorgensen and Ken Rundell, 
who were working with Mr. Marken to rehab the property to address the PMC violations. 
Mr. Marken, Mr. Jorgensen, and Mr. Rundell outlined their intentions and hopes for the 
property and answered questions from the Board. There were no comments from the 
public on this item. 

 
At the outset of the discussions with Mr. Jorgensen in early 2016, the idea of 

posting a bond was broached as a verbal suggestion. The bond would be in an amount 
sufficient to cover the costs of the demolition of the structure and would protect the 
taxpayers from potentially covering the costs as well as provide a significant financial 
incentive to complete the project in a timely fashion. At the time, Mr. Jorgensen rejected 
suggestion and continued to hold that position throughout the project as stated in 
Attachment 19 of the background provided earlier where he stated that he would not 
consider the posting of a bond. 

 
After hearing from administration and those with an ownership interest in the 

property, the Existing Structures Board voted unanimously to recommend 
condemnation of the structure at 629 Magazine Street to the City Commission. 

 
A full accounting of the remarks made by those in attendance at the meeting 

may be found in the attached unapproved meeting minutes. Additionally, 
correspondence received from Mr. Jorgensen after the production date of the packet is 
also attached. 

 
If the Commission elects to condemn the structure, then the property owners 

have 30 days in which to obtain a demolition permit and then an additional 30 days in 
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which to actually demolish the structure. 
 
Eric Marken, the owner of the property, as well as Neil Jorgensen and Ken 

Rundell, who were working with Mr. Marken to rehab the property to address the PMC 
violations were in attendance. 

 
Ordinance Enforcement Officer Robert Brown presented on this matter providing 

the Commission with background information and a PowerPoint on the 606 Eureka 
Street. 

 
Margaret Boucher resides in the neighborhood and addressed the Commission 

with concerns over the condition of the blighted property located at 629 Magazine 
Street.   

 
Ken Rundell asked for clarification on the bond escrow discussion.  City Manager 

Turner responded.  Mr. Rundell agreed that the structure at 629 Magazine should have 
been torn down.   

 
Neil Jorgenson indicated that 629 Magazine was always intended to be torn 

down. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Osterhout, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 
That the City Commission concur with the findings and recommendation of the 

Existing Structures Board and condemn the structure at 629 Magazine Street. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Bauer, Gage, and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Osterhout, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the Commission authorize the City Manager to proceed with the demolition 

of the structure should the property owner fail to do so within the allowed timeframe. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, and Lynn 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE PERSONNEL POLICY HANDBOOK 

AMENDMENTS: 
 

City Administration has been working throughout the course of the 2016 
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Calendar Year on a variety of updates that could be made to the City of Sault Ste. 
Marie Personnel Policy Handbook in response to changes in best practices in human 
resources administration, evolving regulations and laws, and circumstances that are 
encountered periodically by City staff during the day-to-day operations of the City and 
its respective Departments. 

 
Accordingly, a version of the City of Sault Ste. Marie Personnel Policy Handbook 

that proposes a number of changes to the last adopted version of this document has 
been included for review and consideration by the City Commission. 

 
In accordance with Section F of the Personnel Policy Handbook, the introduction 

of these proposed changes would constitute a first reading of this document for the 
2017 calendar year and beyond. 

 
If a first reading is approved by the Commission, a notice will be provided to City 

employees that invites them to offer additional feedback in accordance with the 
provision of the handbook prior to this document being presented to the City 
Commission for potential adoption at its January 16, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission approve a first reading of the City of Sault Ste. Marie 

Personnel Policy Handbook, as presented. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner 

Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, and Osterhout 
  Nays: None 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR YEAR CAPITAL PROJECTS BUDGET CARRYOVERS 

AND RETURNS: 
 

At the end of each fiscal year, capital project budget carryovers are reviewed 
with the various Department Heads of the City. Those capital projects that have been 
completed under budget are closed out and any remaining funds in those projects are 
recommended to be reverted back to the original source for those funds (for example, if 
a project was funded out of the General Fund, remaining funds would be returned to the 
General Fund). Until action is taken to close out project appropriations, capital project 
funding remains in the Capital Project Fund or other funds if applicable. 

 
As the administration continues to prepare the FY 2017-2018 Budget, there are 

a number of projects that are hereby being recommended for close out via Finance 
Director/Treasurer Collins’ included memorandum. Closing out these various projects 
will return approximately $1,105,148 to a variety of City funds (as highlighted in the 
included materials). These funds may be available for re-appropriation for new projects 
in the upcoming fiscal year budget. 
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Additionally, Finance Director/Treasurer Collins has included a list of capital 

projects and funds that are intended to be carried over into the FY 2017-2018 Budget 
for review by Commissioners. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Bauer 
 
That the City Commission concurs with the closeout of various projects that were 

funded prior to June 30, 2016 with those remaining funds reverting back to the source 
from which the original appropriation was drawn, as presented by the administration. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Osterhout, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 Eric Marken addressed the Commission with some personnel medical and family 
history, experiences with 606 Eureka and 629 Magazine Street, and apologized to the 
City Commission for the situation. 
 
 Ken Rundell addressed the Commission with concerns with the Code 
Enforcement Officers professionalism.   
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Twardy asked the City Manager for an update on the snowbank 
removal in the Downtown.  DPW Director Jim Moreau responded to Commissioner 
Twardy’s inquiry.   
 
 Mayor Bosbous commented on the Holiday decorations on the grounds of City 
Hall. 
 
 Commissioner Gage commented on the LSSU Banished Word List. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Osterhout 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 8:44 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


