
 
January 4, 2016 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, 
January 4, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 
Osterhout, and Twardy 

Absent:  
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
 Mayor Bosbous wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
 
 Presentation of National Stalking Awareness Month.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Gage, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission Organizational meeting held on 
Monday, December 21, 2015 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of 
the following boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Planning Commission – December 3, 2015 
b. Tax Board of Review – December 15, 2015 

 
Communications: 
 
That the City Commission Authorize the sale of alcohol at the I-500 Track on 

Thursday, February 4, 2016 and Saturday, February 6, 2016 for the Annual I-500 Race, 
subject to the rules of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission and the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 
Osterhout, and Twardy 

  Nays: None  
 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
PUBLIC HEARING ON CONFIRMATION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL 
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SW-05-15 FOR SIDEWALK REPLACEMENTS ON SHERIDAN, RIDGE AND FOR 
STREETS (A) PUBLIC COMMENTS (B) ACTION ON ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION 
CONFIRMING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT: 
 

At the meeting of December 21, 2015, the City Commission conducted the 
Public Hearing of Necessity for Sidewalk Replacements on Sheridan, Ridge and Fort 
Streets and adopted the Resolution Ordering Public Improvement.   
 

Notice of the Public Hearing on the Special Assessment Roll for this project has 
been sent to each affected property owner by the City Engineering Department.  This 
notice advises the property owners of their respective assessment amounts, the time 
and place for the Public Hearing and the method of collecting Special Assessments.  A 
notice of the Public Hearing was also published in the Sault News and on the City’s 
website.  

 
Total amount to be collected through the special assessment is $15,903.92 and 

will offset the City’s total cost of the project which is estimated to be $35,746.92. 
 

The Mayor Conducted a Public Hearing on the Special Assessment Roll for the 
proposed sidewalk project: Sheridan, Ridge and Fort Streets Sidewalk Replacement 
(SW-05-15). There were no comments from the public therefore the following action 
was taken. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

WHEREAS, this is the time and the place and the meeting of the City Commission 
set for considering and taking action upon the Sheridan, Ridge and Fort Streets 
Sidewalk Replacement project, designated as Special Assessment Roll No. SW-05-15. 
 

WHEREAS, this Commission has duly heard and considered all suggestions, 
protests and petitions in reference to the suggested improvements, together with all 
matters pertaining thereto. 
 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that a portion of the estimated cost for the project 
shall be paid for by the City at large, and that a portion of the cost shall be assessed 
against the adjacent benefiting properties according to foot frontage, said costs to be 
assessed in ten (10) annual installments with interest to be assessed on the unpaid 
balance at the rate of 6.0 percent; 
 

The following described property is hereby fixed as the district over which the 
assessment to pay the cost and expense thereof shall be levied: 
 
 PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
051-222-001-60  051-222-003-00  051-222-005-00  051-223-001-00 

051-223-001-50  051-417-048-00  051-417-049-00  051-417-049-30 

051-417-049-60  051-417-051-00  051-417-052-00  051-864-001-00 
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051-864-004-00  051-864-004-50  051-864-005-00  051-864-006-00 

051-865-001-00  051-864-004-00  051-865-005-00   

                                              
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the period of usefulness is determined to be 

Twenty (20) years and upwards. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City’s portion of the cost and expense of 
such improvement shall be met from monies appropriated for such purpose, and that 
the remaining sum shall be paid from Special Assessments to be levied therefore. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Bauer, Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, 

Twardy, and Mayor Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
APPROVAL OF MDOT CONTRACT #15-5502 FOR BRIDGE REHABILITATION 

WORK FOR FORT STREET, SPRUCE STREET AND W. PORTAGE AVENUE 
BRIDGES: 
 

The City received notice back in November 2012 that its application for funding 
through the Local Bridge Program was approved for MDOT's 2015 fiscal year.  The 
bridges approved for funding are Fort Street, Spruce Street, and W. Portage Avenue 
over the Power Canal.  Funding is provided at 95 percent (95%) of construction with the 
City paying five percent (5%) plus engineering fees.  The City share budgeted for Local 
Match including engineering is $49,990 for a total project budget of $206,000. 

 
All bridges will receive concrete patching and epoxy overlay of the decks and 

other minor capital preventative maintenance. 
 
The City retained the services of Northwest Design Group (NDG) in April 2015 to 

prepare the plans and specifications for bidding and the MDOT bid letting is scheduled 
for January 8, 2016. 

 
City Engineer Linda Basista gave an overview of the MDOT contract.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Osterhout, supported by Commissioner Gerrie   
 
That the City Commission authorize the City Manager to execute MDOT Contract 

#15-5502 for bridge rehabilitation work for Fort Street, Spruce Street, and W. Portage 
Avenue bridges. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, 

Mayor Bosbous, and Commissioner Bauer 
  Nays: None 
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CONSIDERATION OF AN OFFER TO PURCHASE CITY-OWNED PARCELS 

051-197-102-00 AND THE NORTH 50 FEET OF 051-197-101-00 BY JASON 
MCLEOD: 
 
 The Community Development Department has been contacted by Mr. Jason 
McLeod who has expressed an interest in acquiring a City-owned lot (051-197-101-00) 
as well as a portion of another City-owned lot adjacent to it (051-197-102-00). As shown 
in the aerial, the two lots in which Mr. McLeod is interested in purchasing comprise the 
“point” which lies between Pine Street and Brown Street where they diverge 
immediately north of Easterday Avenue. 
 

The south end of parcel 197-102-00 extends into the traveled portion of the right-
of-way. To ensure that the City retains control of that area as well as continues to be 
able to utilize a portion of the grass area for snow storage, the Department of Public 
Works has requested that the City retain ownership of the southern-most 30 feet of this 
parcel for right-of-way purposes. Mr. McLeod is agreeable with that request. 
 

The parcels are considered unbuildable under the current zoning ordinance as, 
even combined; they are too small to accommodate a residential structure meeting the 
minimum setback and size requirements. The City’s Land Sale Policy states that the 
land should be split amongst the adjacent owners as Mr. McLeod is the only adjacent 
owner. 
 

In accordance with the Land Sale Policy, the City Assessor establishes the 
values for the properties which the City sells. The City Assessor has provided a value of 
$1,070 for parcel 197-101-00 and a value of $884 for the north 50 feet of 197-102-00. 
Mr. McLeod has indicated that these prices are acceptable to him. As both parcels were 
acquired by the City from the State of Michigan for back taxes, the $1,954 received for 
both parcels will be forwarded to the Chippewa County Treasurer for distribution to the 
various taxing entities, including the City. 

 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Kelly Freeman gave a brief overview of the 

request.  
 
Mr. Jason McLeod answered questions from the Commission.   

 
Moved by Commissioner Gage, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That the City Commission approve the sale of City-owned parcel 051-197-101-

00 for $1,070 and the north 50 feet of City-owned parcel 051-197-102-00 for $884 to 
Jason McLeod. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, Commissioner Bauer, and Gage 
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  Nays: None 
 

CITY OF SAULT STE. MARIE PERSONNEL POLICY HANDBOOK 
AMENDMENTS: 
 
 City Administration has been working throughout the course of the 2015 
Calendar Year on a variety of updates that could be made to the City of Sault Ste. 
Marie Personnel Policy Handbook in response to changes in best practices in human 
resources administration, evolving regulations and laws, and circumstances that are 
encountered periodically by City staff during the day-to-day operations of the City and 
its respective Departments. 
 

Accordingly, a version of the City of Sault Ste. Marie Personnel Policy Handbook 
that proposes a number of changes to the last adopted version of this document has 
been included for review and consideration by the City Commission. Aside from 
grammatical and formatting improvements as well as minor clarifications, this presented 
version of the Handbook incorporates the following substantive changes: 
 

• The addition of a new requirement that all Department Heads obtain reference 
and background checks for any interns or volunteers who are used to support 
operations; 
 

• The addition of language that would provide for overtime being paid out 
whenever hours actually worked by an employee exceed forty within a calendar week 
[note: this language would replace existing practices that provide for the payment of 
overtime whenever certain non-union employees work more than thirty-five hours within 
a calendar week and was created to coincide with changes that the Department of 
Labor may make during the 2016 calendar year regarding the types of employees who 
are eligible to receive overtime compensation]; 
 

• The addition of language that precludes employees from recording 
conversations with fellow employees, supervisors, subordinates or citizens without 
notifying all other persons who may be recorded, in advance, of the intended use and 
presence of a recording device; 
 

• The addition of language that would permit the City Manager to utilize 
discretion in determining which employees are eligible to receive cell phones or 
stipends for the same; 
 

• The addition of language that clarifies the type of leave time that may be used 
when an employee receives a signed physician’s note to receive time away from work 
due to stress; 
 

• The addition of language that moderately increases the per diem meal amounts 
received by employees under certain conditions; 
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• The addition of language that would require employees to work for the City for a 

minimum of two years should they benefit from City-provided tuition reimbursements; 
 

• The addition of language that clarifies that payments in lieu of health insurance 
are provided to employees with the requirement that they stay out of the health benefits 
offered by the City for a period of one year [note: health care reform required this time 
period to be one year in duration, rather than the three year period that previously 
existed]; 
 

• And the inclusion of a Citizen Service Philosophy that was crafted to guide 
employee interactions with citizens. 
 

In accordance with Section F of the Personnel Policy Handbook [which itself was 
modified slightly to provide additional time for changes to the handbook to be reviewed 
by City Administration], the introduction of these proposed changes would constitute a 
first reading of this document for the 2016 calendar year and beyond.  
 

If a first reading is approved by the Commission, a notice will be provided to City 
employees that invites them to offer additional feedback in accordance with the 
provision of the handbook prior to this document being presented to the City 
Commission for potential adoption at its January 18, 2016 Regular Meeting. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission approve a first reading of the City of Sault Ste. Marie 

Personnel Policy Handbook, as presented. 
 

Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 
Commissioner Bauer, Gage, and Gerrie 

  Nays: None 
 

Status Report: 

 
Master Recreation Plan – Final Draft for Public Review and Comment: 
 
Attention Sault Ste. Marie Citizens and Stakeholders  
 
Notice from the Sault Ste. Marie Community Services Board 
 
SAULT STE. MARIE 2016-2020 MASTER RECREATION PLAN Final Draft  
 
Available For Public Review and Comment   
Plan Originally Released on Friday, December 18, 2015 
Public Review and Comment Period to Close on Friday, January 22, 2016 
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The Sault Ste. Marie Community Services Board has prepared a final draft of the Sault 
Ste. Marie 2016-2020 Master Recreation Plan for public review and comment. 
Copies of the final draft plan are available for viewing beginning Friday, December 18, 
2015 during regular office or library hours at the following locations in Sault Ste. Marie: 
 
City Clerk's Office - City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue 
Bayliss Public Library, 541 Library Drive. 
 
The plan may also be viewed on the City's website: www.saultcity.com 
 
Anyone wishing to comment on the draft plan should submit written comments to the 
City Clerk to be received by 5:00 p. m., Friday, January 22, 2016. Please include your 
name and address with any comments. E-mails to the office of the City Clerk may also 
be accepted through this date and time. 
 
Comments may be mailed or dropped off to the City Clerk at City Hall - 225 East 
Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 49783. 
 
Outdoor Ice Rinks: 
 
City Manager Turner provided an update on City Outdoor Ice Rinks. 

 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 Karen Finki resident at Avery Square commented on the noise coming from 
Ashmun Street.   
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Commissioner Twardy announced the upcoming KDR fundraiser event this 
coming weekend Soo Eagles vs the US Coast Guard.   
 
 Commissioner Gage asked for an update on the Ice Wars festival.  DDA Director 
Justin Knepper provided an update to the Commission.  
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Osterhout 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 7:32 p.m. 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


