
 
December 19, 2016 

A regular meeting of the City Commission was held in the Commission Room of 
the City Hall, 225 East Portage Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan on Monday, 
December 19, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bosbous 
 

Present:  Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, 
Twardy 

Absent: Commissioner Bauer  
 Also Present:  City Manager Turner, City Attorney Cannello, City Clerk Robin R. 

Troyer, and various department heads 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
 That the absence of Commissioner Bauer be excused. 
 
 Motion carried unanimously.   

 

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION: LYNN SHUMBARGER 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 

That the following consent agenda items be approved: 
 

Minute Approval: 
 

That the minutes of the regular City Commission meeting held on Monday, 
December 5, 2016 be approved as written and circulated and the minutes of the 
following boards and commissions received and placed on file: 

 
a. Airport Advisory Board – November 10, 2016 
b. Economic Development Corporation – November 8, 2016 
c. Police and Fire Pension Board – October 26, 2016 
d. Police and Fire Pension Board – November 2, 2016 
e. Sault Ste. Marie Housing Commission – October 20, 2016 

 
Appointments and Resignations: 
 
That the City Commission reappoint Mrs. Terri Wolski, Mr. Jerry Jones, Mr. Fred 

Smith and Mr. James Cloudman to the Airport Advisory Board for terms to expire on 
January 1, 2021. 

 
That the City Commission reappoint Kelly Freeman to the EUP Regional 
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Planning and Development Commission Governing Board. 
 
That the City Commission designate Kelly Freeman as the City's representative 

on the EUP Regional Trails Consortium and authorize the submission of the included 
contact sheet to that effect. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Osterhout, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 
Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
 
That agenda item C.1 be removed from the consent agenda. 
 
Carried: Yeas: Mayor Bosbous, Commissioner Gage, Gerrie, Lynn, 

Osterhout, and Twardy 
  Nays: None 
 
DESIGNATION OF AUTHORIZED SIGNERS FOR TRANSACTION INVOLVING 

801 SEYMOUR STREET: 
 
The City Commission took action at its September 6, 2016 Regular Meeting to 

authorize the City Manager to execute a purchase agreement for the acquisition of 801 
Seymour Street (the former Malette’s Construction Equipment Company site) by the 
City from Central Savings Bank at a negotiated purchase price of $105,000. At that 
time, the City Commission also authorized a budget of $12,000 for additional surveying 
work, environmental testing, and related activities. 

 
During the course of approximately the last three months, City Administration 

has facilitated the completion of due diligence activities and is satisfied with the survey 
completed for this transaction.  Additionally, the Phase I and Phase II Environmental 
Site Assessments completed by Mackinac Environmental Technology, Inc. (MET) on 
the subject property identified conditions that it described as ‘low level issues’ and 
minor surface spills’. The City Engineer and City Attorney have favorably reviewed 
these assessments and MET will assist the City with the filing of a Baseline 
Environmental Assessment that will protect the City and remove any liability against 
additional investigations or clean-up costs associated with conditions currently in place 
at the property. 

 
Accordingly, City Administration may now close on this transaction, and a closing 

has been scheduled to occur on December 20, 2016 for the same. At this point in time, 
the City Commission must appoint signers to act on behalf of the City at the closing. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Osterhout, supported by Commissioner Gerrie 
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That the City Commission appoint City Attorney Cannello and City Manager 
Turner to act as signers at the closing on 801 Seymour Street. 

 
Carried: Yeas:  Commissioner Gage, Gerrie, Osterhout, Twardy, and Mayor 

Bosbous 
  Nays: None 

   Abstain: Commissioner Lynn 
 

SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS: 

 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR AND CONSIDERATION OF BAMBI BROWNFIELD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN AMENDMENT: 
 

At its December 5, 2016 City Commission meeting, the Commission scheduled a 
public hearing for December 19, 2016 on an amendment to the Bambi Brownfield Plan 
for property located in Cody Heights Addition, lot 16 of Block 3 and lots 12 and 13 of 
Block 4, including the abandoned 9th Avenue between lots 16 and 13, excluding that 
part in the I-75 Business Spur, City of Sault Ste. Marie. 

 
Further Background Information: 
 
On June 30, 2009, BBSSM LLC acquired the fire-damaged Bambi Motel on 

Ashmun Street adjacent to the empty Blockbuster commercial building, which had an 
initial taxable value of $45,100. The company intended to demolish the building and 
then construct a new 12,000 square foot professional office building on the site. 

 
The Bambi Motel had been deteriorating for some months, and the City 

condemned the building after several unsuccessful efforts to compel demolition by the 
previous owner. BBSSM LLC was anxious to demolish the structure, and did so through 
Moyle Construction on August 25, 2009 in the amount of $75,000. 

 
On May 13, 2015 Atto USA Development acquired the vacant property from 

BBSSM LLC. Atto USA Development at the time had intentions for building an 8,400 
square foot dollar store at this location with construction to start October 2016 prior to 
winter (for which construction has commenced). The owner to owner approval of a 
transfer of brownfield credits were made from BBSSM LLC to Atto USA Development in 
a letter dated May 11, 2016. 

 
Importantly, the new building is expected have a finished fair market value of 

approximately $500,000 (note: this is an estimate). 
 
The project met the requirements of an “eligible property” pursuant to MCL 

125.2652, section 2 (n), and the building that was to be demolished (and was 
demolished) as part of this project is a functionally obsolete structure meeting the 
requirements of MCL 125.2652, section 2 (s). The City is designated as a “Core City” by 
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the State of Michigan. All activities to be undertaken as part of this project meet the 
“Eligible Activities” requirements of MCL 125.2652, section 2 (n).  

 
Included please find additional details from the EDC regarding the description of 

Costs to be paid for with Tax Increment Revenues and a Summary of Eligible Activities. 
Additionally included is the formerly approved plan, minutes from the meeting at which 
the prior plan was approved, and associated background on the establishment of the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 

 
The Economic Development Corporation (EDC), acting as the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority (BRA) per the BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT 
FINANCING ACT - Act 381 of 1996, approved the amended plan at its November 8, 
2016 meeting. The BRA is recommending that the Commission also approve this 
amendment. 

 
Both the original and amended plans were made available at the City Clerk's 

office during normal business hours as well as the EDC's website www.SaultEDC.com. 
Notices were posted in the Sault News on December 9, 2016 and December 12, 2016. 
Additionally, public notices were sent out to the affected taxing jurisdictions. 

 
EDC Director Holt presented on this matter. 
 
That the City Commission held the required public hearing for the purpose of 

receiving comments and testimony concerning the proposed adoption of an 
amendment to the Brownfield Redevelopment Plan for the Bambi Property 
Redevelopment Project as presented.  There were no comments from the public 
therefore the following action was taken: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Gerrie, supported by Commissioner Lynn 
 

A resolution by the City of Sault Ste. Marie in accordance with the provisions of Public Act 
381 of 1996, as amended, adopting an amendment to the Brownfield Redevelopment Plan 
for the Bambi Property Redevelopment Project. 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions 
of Public Act 381 of 1996, as amended, has previously established a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority, and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie has previously established that the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority Board shall consist of the trustees of the board of the Economic 
Development Corporation of the City established pursuant to Act 338, Public Acts of 
Michigan, 1974, as amended, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie has previously approved a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Plan for the Bambi Redevelopment Project, and 
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WHEREAS, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority has carefully considered proposed 
amendments to the aforementioned Brownfield Redevelopment Plan and has 
recommended the adoption of proposed amendments to the plan to the City Commission, 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie and its Economic Development Corporation have 
provided proper notices as required under Public Act 381 of 1996 and a public hearing 
regarding this matter has been conducted. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SAULT 

STE. MARIE, IN CHIPPEWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN THAT: 
 

1. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the proposed 

amendments to the referenced Brownfield Redevelopment Plan constitutes a public 

purpose as defined under Public Act 381 of 1996; 

 
2. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the proposed 

amendments to the referenced Brownfield Redevelopment Plan meet all of the 

requirements set forth in Section 13 and other provisions of Public Act 381 of 1996; 

 

3. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the proposed method of 

financing the costs of the eligible activities, as presented, is feasible; that the 

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority has the ability to arrange for the financing; and 

that the Executive Director of the Economic Director Corporation is authorized to 

execute associated agreements as permitted by the scope of Public Act 381 of 

1996; 

4. It is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the costs of the eligible 

activities proposed are reasonable and necessary to carry out the Brownfield 

Redevelopment Plan and the purposes of Public Act 381 of 1996; 

 
5. And it is the finding of the Sault Ste. Marie City Commission that the amount of the 

captured taxable value estimated to result from the adoption and amendment of the 

plan is reasonable.  

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Gerrie, Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor 

Bosbous, Commissioner Gage, and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 

 
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT TO FORMALLY BECOME ENGAGED IN THE 
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MEDC REDEVELOPMENT READY COMMUNITIES PROGRAM: 
 

City Administration has been initially engaged in the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation’s (MEDC) Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) 
process for roughly the last 18 months. The RRC program is currently a voluntary 
program administered by the MEDC which offers technical assistance to communities 
to help streamline development processes. It covers a number of areas such as the 
master plan, zoning ordinance, downtown, public participation, board member trainings, 
internal processes, etc. The intent of the program is to provide a measure of 
predictability in the development process so that investors know what to expect, and 
are more likely to make key investments. 

 
The MEDC has recently indicated that in order to be eligible for MEDC 

Community Incentive Block Grants in the future, communities must be engaged in the 
RRC process by October 1, 2017. The MEDC defines engagement as passing a 
resolution of support and intention to participate in the program, completing a self-
evaluation created by the MEDC, and attending related training sessions. The City has 
internally completed the self-evaluation and will submit that alongside the included 
resolution, should it be adopted by the City Commission. Concurrently, the City is on 
track to have completed necessary RRC trainings well in advance of the established 
October 1, 2017 deadline for RRC engagement. 

 
The program itself would logically complement the work that is being 

accomplished by the local Economic Resources Alliance (ERA) and the partners which 
comprise the ERA (which include the City, DDA, EDC, Chippewa County EDC, 
Chippewa County Health Department, Sault Area CVB, SBDC, Chamber of Commerce, 
EUPRPDC, USDA, SSMart, and the Sault Tribe). Moreover, the program is in line with 
various City Commission established goals pertaining to economic development. 

 
In addition to technical assistance, the MEDC through the RRC program would 

be willing to advertise priority redevelopment sites to a broad audience through program 
participation with the ambition that parcels will be more expeditiously turned around. 
With the old Mariner Motel lot, the Claremont Trucking property, and the old Mental 
Health building all being high priorities for redevelopment, it would be City 
Administration’s intention to submit these properties for inclusion in the MEDC’s latest 
available property publication. 

 
Based upon a recent meeting with MEDC representatives, it is evident that the 

City of Sault Ste. Marie is strongly positioned to perform to a high standard in the RRC 
program, and that it maintains an appropriate vision for future development that would 
maximize the value obtained from participation in the program. Additional information 
will be provided to the City Commission regarding the RRC program as it becomes 
available and through City Manager Turner’s service on the MEDC’s Community 
Development Advisory Committee. 
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Moved by Commissioner Twardy, supported by Commissioner Osterhout 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie will be adopting a new Master Plan in 2017 

which will guide the future development and redevelopment of the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, opportunities for the redevelopment of existing parcels and buildings 
will be a significant source of future growth and investment in the City given the limited 
opportunities for greenfield development within the city limits; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City continues to strive to create a climate which encourages 

investment which is a cause which will be furthered by participation in the RRC program 
through the streamlining of our planning and development process; and  

 
WHEREAS, the RRC program was created by the Michigan Economic Development 

Corporation (MEDC) to assist communities in identifying and strengthening weak areas in a 
community’s development process thereby reducing procedural uncertainties which 
discourage investment; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Sault Ste. Marie wishes to join the program as a means to 

assess our own internal processes with the eye toward making the most out of future 
development opportunities; and  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of Sault Ste. 
Marie, Michigan is supportive of the efforts initiated by Staff in the self-evaluation process 
of the RRC program and looks forward to the MEDC’s feedback on how the City’s 
procedures may be improved to the benefit of all. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Lynn, Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Gage and Gerrie 
  Nays: None 
 
DECLARATION OF SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZATION FOR STAFF TO FIND 

BUYERS FOR FIVE CITY-OWNED PARCELS GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE 
WEST SIDE OF RIVERSIDE DRIVE JUST NORTH OF GARDENVILLE ROAD: 
 

During its 2016 goal setting session, the City Commission identified the disposal 
of surplus City-owned property as a priority. To that end, City Administration (including 
both City Manager Turner and Community Development Director Freeman) has been 
meeting internally to review parcels which are owned by the City that do not appear to 
be necessary to further its mission. 

 
Through the course of those meetings, several parcels were identified that could 

be sold without impacting City services. Due to the volume of parcels identified for 
potential disposition, it is the intention of City Administration to submit parcels to the 
City Commission in smaller groups for consideration. The first group is comprised of 
five parcels located on the west side of Riverside Drive, just north Gardenville Road. An 
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aerial is included as an attachment to this memorandum. 
 
Based upon completed research, six parcels were split by the City from a larger 

City-owned parcel back in 2004, presumably with the intention to sell them for 
residential development. One of the parcels was sold in 2005 and subsequently 
developed with a single-family residence; however, the remaining five continue to be 
owned by the City. The parcels vary in size from 0.85 acres to approximately 1.25 acres 
and are all zoned RM-1, which is a low density multiple family zoning designation. 
Based upon the RM-1 zoning designation, development opportunities on the parcels 
range from single family homes to apartments. 

 
There is a wastewater lift station located at the intersection of Riverside Drive 

and Gardenville Road that will need to be retained (shown on the aerial as a blue-
shaded area); however, the balance of lots 4 and 5 may be sold. 

 
Importantly, and as noted previously to the City Commission, City Administration 

has finished necessary work to create an additional layer within the GIS software and 
database recently presented to the community that would highlight City-owned 
properties being marketed for sale. This will provide a central source of information on 
such parcels as the City works to return as many municipally-owned parcels as 
responsible to the tax rolls.  

 
Additionally, as noted within the City of Sault Ste. Marie Land Sale Policy that 

was most recently revised and adopted by the City Commission on September 21, 2015 
(included) the City would also be able to sell this excess property without the necessity 
of going through a public bidding process if it is publicized for sale through the City’s 
website and remains unpurchased thereafter. 

 
Any subsequent sale of parcels listed on the City website would need to be 

accepted by the City Commission. 
 
Community Development Director presented on this matter 
 
Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 
That the City Commission declare the presented parcels as surplus and 

authorize City Administration to market these properties on the City website and utilize 
appropriate means to locate interested buyers. 

 
Carried: Yeas: Commissioner Osterhout, Twardy, Mayor Bosbous, 

Commissioner Gerrie, and Lynn 
  Nays: Commissioner Gage 
 

Status Report: 
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 Light up the Soo: 
 
 The Light up the Soo Committee is encouraging residents to decorate their yards 
and homes with lights. Homeowners that participate will have a chance to win cash 
prizes, merely by submitting the included form. Prize winners will be drawn at random at 
the end of the "Light Up", January 6, 2017. 
 

Furthermore, visit the Tower of History this holiday season and experience the 
lights of Sault Ste. Marie from 210 feet in the air. The Tower of History will be open from 
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Friday, December 16th thru Saturday, December 31st with the 
exception of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 

Tower of History Admission Cost: 
Adult $4 
Children $2 (6-18 years old) 
5 and Under Free 
Family $10 
Small children must be accompanied by adult 
*Tower will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
 
Outdoor Ice Rink: 
 
City Manager Turner provided an update on the outdoor ice rinks.  
 
Sault Seal Recreation Area: 
 
City Manager Turner announced the opening of the tubing hill. 

  

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC: 
 
 Cliff Pattison, LSSU Liaison, wished the City Commission and the community a 
happy holiday.  
 

MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION: 
 
 Mayor Bosbous wished everyone a Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year. 
 
 Commissioner Twardy commended City DPW, DDA Director Knepper, City 
Manager Turner, and Deputy City Manager Troyer on the snow removal efforts. 
 
 Commissioner Gage commented on the sidewalk snow removal. 
 

Moved by Commissioner Lynn, supported by Commissioner Twardy 
 

That the meeting adjourn at 7:33 p.m. 
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Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ANTHONY G. BOSBOUS, MAYOR ROBIN R. TROYER, CITY CLERK 


